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Dan Graham ’03 works on a Habitat house in Baltimore, Maryland.
Spring break, 
volunteer style
Homosexuality
How accepting is our campus?
Students build 
community 
support with 
Habitat
by Jamie Gisonde ’02
News Staff
During the week of March 4, 
members of the Providence 
College community chose to 
spend their Spring Break 
providing service for others. 
Volunteers for Habitat for 
Humanity packed up and set out 
to engage in hard but rewarding 
work.
Habitat for Humanity is a 
international organization that 
collaborates with different cities 
and schools in to build homes for 
families in need. The Habitat 
Chapter at PC is coordinated by 
Jamie Donoghue ’01, Colleen 
Slavin ’02, and Annie 
Winterkom ’02. The planning 
of the trip began in November, 
and the three prepared for the 
Spring Break venture by 
selecting various Habitat sites 
and holding fundraisers to help 
pay for the trip.
At the beginning of Break, 
approximately 100 PC students 
were divided into 10 vans and 
driven down to designated 
Habitat sites. The 10 Habitat 
sites were in North Carolina, 
Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Washington, 
D.C.
The local Habitat chapter in 
each community was 
responsible for lodging the PC 
volunteers. Usually, the Habitat 
workers stayed in the basements 
of local churches, but the
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SEAC helps 
improve 
Florida’s envi-
ronment
by Jamie Gisonde ’02
News Staff
For the past 3 years, SEAC 
has participated in 
environmentally focused 
spring break trips. This year, 
nine members of the club drove 
down to Sorrento, Florida to aid 
in the restoration of an 
environment plagued by 
drought.
SEAC worked with the 
government agency that owns 
the St. John’s Watershed 
Management District, which is 
a 175 acre piece of land. This 
agency hosts various 
environmental groups to help 
them restore nature and 
wildlife. According to the 
club’s president, Michelle 
Smith ’01, the group’s original 
plan to plant cypress trees on 
the land was altered due to the 
extremely dry conditions. 
“One day we set out to measure 
the water level of the wetlands 
and it was completely dry,” she 
said.
Mike Beckwith, a Land 
Resource Specialist, was in 
charge of guiding the activities 
of the club members. His vast 
knowledge about the ecology 
of Florida and enthusiasm 
motivated the group to learn as 
much as they could about the 
land. “One of the best parts 
about the trip was our leader. 
Every day he would give us 
lessons about the land. One
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by Ryan Ainscough ’02
News Editor
When Keith Aguiar ’01 
came to Providence College in 
the fall of 1997, he was not yet 
comfortable with his sexuality. 
Now a senior looking forward 
to graduation, Aguiar has 
embraced his homosexuality. 
Unfortunately, he says, the rest 
of the campus has not.
“I’ve had random students 
call me a fag,” he explained. 
Instead of being unrelated 
occurrences, 
however, 
these events 
point to an 
overall tone 
on the PC 
campus, 
according to 
Aguiar. “I see 
a lot of discomfort surrounding 
homosexuality,” he said.
As a result, Aguiar has felt 
forced outside the college 
community. “I don’t feel like a 
part of the student body at all,” 
he said. He lives off campus and 
schedules his classes to spend 
the least amount of time at the 
school as possible. “I’m on 
campus six hours a week,” he 
explained. “I don’t want the 
looks.”
Issues
m
Depth
No place to go
Although isolated, Aguiar is 
not unique. There are other PC 
students, gay, lesbian and 
bisexual, who have faced the 
same environment. Many 
transfer. Those who stay find
White supremacist flyers spotted in Slavin
by Kristin DiQuollo ’02
Asst. News Editor
Just before spring break, 
yellow flyers were posted and 
left in ad racks around Slavin. 
Not only were the flyers 
unauthorized, but they 
advertised a talk radio show 
promoting white supremacy.
The show, “American 
Dissident Voices,” is aired every 
Saturday on WALE radio (990 
AM) Providence, and the show’s 
commentator, Dr. William L. 
Pierce, is a member of the 
National Alliance. According to 
themselves “pushed back into 
the closet,” according to Robbie 
Prattico, a student who 
transferred to UMass Amherst 
last year.
“There was a lot of 
homophobia on my floor,” 
explained Prattico. “[The 
campus is] very closed- 
minded.” Prattico, who realized 
he wanted to transfer only three 
weeks into his freshman year, 
explained how often he received 
“looks that kill a person’s self 
esteem,” in the two years before 
he actually transferred. He 
explained, however, that the 
prejudice he saw at PC was due 
more to immaturity or 
ignorance than to any type of 
maliciousness.
Other students, unlike 
Prattico, decided to stay at PC 
because they found transferring 
difficult ' due to Western 
Civilization credits or because 
they decided the benefits of PC 
made up for the lack of 
acceptance.
“I was the token gay kid of 
my class,” said Jason Gagnon 
’99, who graduated from PC 
two years ago and is now 
preparing for graduate school. 
“I think I was the first person 
out of the closet in a while.”
Beyond being solitary, 
Gagnon felt isolated from the 
school’s community. “We 
weren’t part of that family 
vision, we weren’t visible, we 
weren’t acknowledged, we 
weren’t cared for,” he 
explained.
Gagnon and other gay 
the Alliance’s “statement of 
belief,” the group “accepts our 
responsibilities as Aryan men 
and women to strive for the 
advancement of our race in the 
service of Life, and to be the 
fittest instruments for that 
purpose that we can be.”
Neither Sharon Hay, 
Director of the SAIL Office, 
nor Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, 
O.P., Vice President of Student 
Services, said had knowledge 
of the posting of the flyers, 
which advertised the radio
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students, however, were 
hesitant to make broad 
characterizations of the student 
body, labeling it either 
“accepting” or “unaccepting.” 
“Loads of them are, but loads 
of them aren’t,” he explained. 
“Most students are dis­
interested.”
In fact, Meghan, a 
sophomore lesbian, perceives 
most students as accepting of 
homosexuality. “Ninety-five 
percent have been very 
accepting, but there’s definitely 
a group of people who don’t 
understand. They’ve been rather 
hard on some people 1 know,” 
she explained. Just this past 
weekend, every dry erase board 
in her dorm’s hallway had 
homophobic comments 
scrawled across it, according to 
Meghan.
Kate Williams ’99, a lesbian, 
said she herself was never the 
victim of a homophobic act, but 
that she often feared for the 
safety of her gay, male friends. 
“There’s so many dangerous 
people on campus,” she said.
However, from those who 
see the student body as 
homophobic to those who see 
it as mostly accepting, all of the 
gay students interviewed 
affirmed the need for increased 
visibility of homosexuals on 
campus and increased education 
on sexual orientation. “People 
may be accepting, but they still 
have underlying prejudices they 
don’t know about,” explained
Homosexuality, page 6
HERstory Week 
celebrates 
womanhood despite 
ban on The Vagina 
Monologues. 
A&E, page 25
Please Recycle
This Newspaper
Will these party animals 
find their way to Mass 
tommorrow morning? 
Commentary explores 
PC’s “splitpersonality,” 
page 15
at PC
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Student fends off 
purse snatcher
PC students were once again 
warned of the dangers that can occur 
in the area around campus following 
an incident on Tuesday afternoon. 
Around approximately 1:30 p.m., a 
female student was accosted while 
walking down Admiral Street towards 
the Shaw’s shopping center.
According to the victim, the 
incident took place in front of the Arbor 
Glenn Apartment complex. The 
suspect came upon the student from 
behind and attempted to snatch the 
student’s purse, said officials.
Although the strap of her purse tore, 
the student emerged physically 
unscathed by pushing the suspect away. 
According to the victim, because she 
was holding tightly to the front strap 
of her purse, the suspect was unable to 
grab it after pushing her forward. The 
victim explained that she then elbowed 
the suspect and yelled in his face, 
which prompted his departure from the 
scene. The suspect ran away towards 
the Arbor Glenn Apartment complex, 
said officials.
Following the assault, the victim 
continued her walk to Shaw’s. Upon 
returning to campus, she reported the 
incident to PC Security and the 
Providence Police.
As the incident took place on a busy 
street in clear daylight, the victim was 
upset, especially because she enjoys 
taking walks and has never 
encountered problems before. “The 
frustrating part is that I felt safe,” she 
said.
While PC has not heard anything 
from the Providence police so far, the 
police were reportedly out searching 
the area soon after the incident. 
According to officials, the suspect was 
a 5’10” light-skinned African- 
American or Hispanic male, guessed 
to be about twenty to twenty-five years 
old. Wearing a long, black puffy jacket, 
he seemed to be of a medium build and 
had short, wiry dark hair in an Afro­
style.
However, the victim described the 
suspect differently than the 
administration. She reported that he 
was of broad build, and that the 
suspect’s jacket was a Raiders Starter­
brandjacket that is not long.
“I am fine now,” said the victim.
-Contributed by Laura McGinn ‘01 
and Laura Meneses ’03
Security 
assaulted at 
Huxley Gates
Early Saturday morning, March 
17’h, a fight took place outside the 
Huxley gates in which two Providence 
College security officers were 
assaulted. According to Security, a 20- 
year-old non-student and a 21-year-old 
Providence College student were 
involved. The non-student, who was 
arrested by Providence Police for 
simple assault and disorderly conduct, 
hit the two security officers who 
attempted to mediate.
According to Chief Reilly of 
Providence College Security, the 
student of the College who was also 
involved in the fight does not wish to 
press charges against his assailant.
Chief Riley stated of the incident, 
“I think what precipitated it must have 
been some activities prior to the men 
coming on campus.” Both the Reilly 
and the Providence Police Report 
affirm that the men “appeared to be 
intoxicated.”
“The assailant,” said Reilly, “was 
not very cooperative and therefore was 
immediately arrested by the police.” 
The Providence Police Department 
formally charged him with simple 
assault and disorderly conduct. 
-Contributed by Shawna Hassett ’03
Black Expo celebrates heritage,
• Jservice to community
Joan Mlorgan discusses the influence of hip hop music.
Panel discusses law school
by Ben Russell ’04
News Staff
To inform students about law 
school and the early years of legal 
practice, the Pre-Law Program 
sponsored a discussion forum on 
Monday, March 19. The Rhode 
Island Bar Association Sub­
committee on the Involvement of 
Minorities of the Profession was 
present to inform students on 
benefits and downfalls of entering 
law.
Attorney Joseph Fernandez led 
the group, also composed of 
lawyers, judges, and the Assistant 
Director of Admissions at Roger 
Williams School of Law.
After presenting the panel, 
Fernandez introduced one of the 
most prominent difficulties of law 
school; he posed hypothetical 
situations in which students were 
forced to argue contrary to their personal 
opinions.
Maria Gonsales, a graduate of Bos­
ton University Law School and a mem­
ber of the panel, responded to the situa­
tions by saying, “You might disagree 
with an argument you’re given to defend, 
but that’s what lawyers do.” Gonzalez 
explained that being able to argue both 
sides of a position was practice for “an­
ticipating your opponent’s argument.” 
Casby Harrison, a lawyer who has his 
own practice in Rhode Island said that 
while necessary in law school, “no 
lawyer is required to argue something 
that they don’t truly agree with.”
Judge Clifton then posed the question 
to the panel, “What if you work for a 
government agency, what do you do 
then?” The answers of the panel 
differed. Some of the panelists agreed 
that if you did not agree with the 
argument morally, then you should not 
answer it. Others believed that you 
should. “Don’t do something contrary to 
your moral beliefs...you either follow 
policy or you stand your ground,” said 
Clifton. Flink stated the opposite. 
“Constitutional basis overrides personal 
feelings,” he said.
In addition to this, the group talked 
by Joe Creamer ’01
Assoc. Editor-in-chief
In celebration of the Third Annual Black Expo/Conference, 
the African American Society and BMSA, along with members of 
the community, gathered on Saturday, March 17. The Expo tries 
“to bring a unique and enlightening perspective” to PC and “to 
display a bit of culture in a predominately white institution.”
Tanisha Brown ’01, President of the Board of Multicultural 
Student Affairs, said “the Expo went very well.” She noted the 
hard work of the other organizers, Kimesha Morris ’01, Afro Am 
President and Ndaya Kasanda ’01, BMSA Vice President.
At 5:30 p.m., the Expo began in Peterson Center with a social 
hour in the foyer where black small business owners sold books, 
prints, and handicrafts.
The mistress of ceremonies, Jillian Rose ’04, welcomed the 
guests and touched upon the Expo’s theme of “Unity in the 
Community,” encouraging the guests to “take care of our 
community—no one else can do that for us.”
Before the attendees ate the supper of chicken, rice, greens, 
and cornbread, provided by the Broad Street Restaurant, the Rev. 
Samuel Henderson said grace and Tadiya Nestor, a student at 
University of Hartford’s Hart School of Music, sang a spirited 
rendition of “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing,” the Black National 
Anthem. “Her voice is powerful and emotive,” said Brian Daley 
’01.
The keynote speaker, Joan Morgan, editor of Essence, a 
magazine with 1.2 million black female subscribers, spoke about 
hip hop’s portrayal of gender in the African Americans should 
remember that “your voice is the most empowering thing. When 
black people were enslaved, no one could take away their ability 
to speak, sing, or cry.”
Morgan then read a chapter from her book, When Chickenheads 
Come Home to Roost: My Life as a Hip Hop Feminist. It discussed 
the objectification of women in hip hop as “bitches and hoes” and 
their marginalization by “misogynist” rappers. Morgan noted that 
hip hop does “articulate the pain of the community” and has cultural
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A panel member addresses the audience.
about legal thinking in general. 
According to Allen Flink, a state 
attorney, law school is the development 
of a thinking process, where one learns 
to analyze ideas, understand contrary 
positions, and sharpen thinking. “[You 
are] there to learn to make persuasive 
arguments,” said Edward Clifton, a judge 
for the Rhode Island Superior Court.
Next, the panel discussed the “oath 
to uphold the law.” “Every person has 
the right to the best representation 
possible,” according to Flink. Clifton 
said, “If you never ask the question ‘Did 
you do it,’ then you never have to 
confront the issue of advocating 
someone who you know is guilty.”
The panel alsodiscussed law school 
survival. Each of the panelists gave their 
insights on their law school experiences. 
All of the panelists agreed that the first 
year of school is the hardest and the 
busiest of the three. Clifton said that 
upon entering law school, you “build up 
the feeling that you are the creme de la 
creme, but when you get there others are 
just as smart, if not smarter than you. “
“The first year is the most difficult, 
once you get through it, it gets much 
easier”, said Tavarez. There is more work 
in the first year and a the work differs 
and practice 
from the kind most see in college, 
according to the panelists. “The amount 
of work was the biggest shock in the first 
year,” said Gonsales. “The amount of 
reading and the type of reading was the 
biggest adjustment for me” said Karen 
Butterbaum, the Assistant Director of 
Admissions at Roger Williams Law 
School.
The panelists did have some 
suggestions to curb this difficult work 
load, however. Clinton suggested that 
students ask ‘Do I have confidence in 
myself?”’ Gonsales insisted that this 
confidence in abilities is necessary. Fling 
agreed. “Don’t be intimidated,” he said. 
Harrison reminded the audience that the 
work is much easier if “you know where 
to find the information and answers.”
The panel also discussed the expense 
of law school. Judge Clifton said that 
the average indebtedness of students at 
graduation is near or over $ 100,000. The 
panel suggested ways to pay for school: 
loans, scholarships, loan forgiveness, and 
other programs that allow a students to 
pay off loans according to their current 
salary. “You pay off debt as quickly as 
you can, the amount of money you owe 
can be staggering,” Tavares said. 
Butterbaum suggested that full-time 
students avoid working while they are 
in school. She also proposed the idea of 
working and saving before you go to law 
school. “You make sacrifices and it’s a 
personal choice,” she said. 
“[You]struggle, but you get by,” Clinton 
said.
The panelists concluded the program 
by stating whether they had always 
wanted to be a lawyer. Some of the 
panelists said that they are not what they 
dreamed they would be when the 
graduated from law school. Harrison 
said that, “I am closer to what I had 
envisioned I would be doing, eighteen 
years later.”
According to the panelists, some 
people graduate law school and never 
become lawyers, and others drop out. 
Harrison said that “If you can afford [law 
school], get accepted and don’t get 
kicked out, then you can be a lawyer.” 
But according to all the panelists, success 
requires determination and hard work.
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Failure to cancel school 
raises faculty unrest
Stewart (right) poses with Parade committee and first runner-up Honor 
Attendant Caitlin Monahan (left).
by Barbara Deconto ’04
News Staff
St. Patrick’s Day may be over, but 
for Sinead Stewart ’02, the spirit of the 
Irish heritage is always present. 
Stewart, who has lived in Meriden, 
Connecticut all of her life, was recently 
crowned New Haven County’s 26th 
Queen of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
the first woman from her town to be 
given this honor.
In order to qualify for the 
competition, competitors had to be 
single, at least 17 years old, and a 
member or have a parent who was a 
member of one of the four local Irish 
associations that sponsored the event. 
The four groups that coordinate the 
contest and parade are the New Haven 
Gaelic Football and Hurling Club, 
Knights of St. Patrick, The West Haven 
Irish-American Club, and The Ancient 
Order of Hibernians.
The ten contestants filled out a 
biography sheet and wrote an essay. On 
the day of the competition, each 
contestant met with the three event 
judges for a personal interview. That 
night, at the formal contest, the 
competitors were asked two questions, 
one personal and one pertaining to the 
organization, in front of the crowd and 
were subsequently judged on general 
appearance, personality, poise, and 
personal responses.
Stewart feels that it “is an honor to 
represent the four organizations and the 
entire community.” With her new title, 
Stewart represents the greater New 
Haven community for a full year. 
During her term, she will attend a 
number of fundraising dinners and 
awards ceremonies. She received the 
honor of riding in an open carriage in 
the New Haven St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
on March 11. Stewart commented on 
the parade saying, “It was so exciting, 
and the best part was seeing the 
expressions on the children’s faces.”
This year was the first time Stewart 
competed in the contest. “I had always 
wanted to compete, but I didn’t feel as 
though I was ready until this year,” she 
explained. Beside the prestige of being 
named Parade Queen, Stewart also won 
a trip to Ireland and prize money.
By winning the event she has the 
opportunity to compete in a “larger 
scale” competition in June, The Boston 
Rose. The winner of that event goes 
on to compete at the Rose of Tralee, in 
Ireland. That competition, which takes 
place in August, “is a huge competition 
that brings together winners from the 
four corners of the world, which 
represent the immigration of Ireland in 
past generations,” according to Stewart.
While Stewart is excitedly awaiting 
her grand prize trip to Ireland, which 
she hopes to take this summer, it will 
not be her first voyage to Ireland. 
Stewart’s parents Sean and Siobhan 
Stewart are both from Dublin, Ireland, 
and most of their relatives still live in 
Ireland. Aside from several trips she 
has taken to Ireland with her family, 
Stewart also spent two months in 
Dublin living with relatives and 
working at a jewelry store a few 
summers ago, and last summer back 
packing around Europe. “It was 
incredible. I always wanted to back 
pack, and it was nice because I usually 
had relatives that I could stay with,” 
she said.
On her last trip to Europe, Stewart 
visited Ireland, Germany, France, 
Austria, and the Czech Republic. 
While in Austria, Stewart had the 
chance to exhibit her skills in Irish step 
dance when she was invited to perform 
at the Institute of Music in Vienna.
Since she started Irish step dancing 
at age five, Stewart has progressed up 
to the highest level of competition, 
Open Champion. Irish Step Dance is a 
skill that Stewart says she enjoys for 
several reasons. “It is not only the 
competition of dancing that I enjoy, you 
also get to meet so many wonderful 
people who have the same interests as 
you do,” she said. Recently, Stewart 
performed with fellow PC students at 
the first ever Sham-rock on March 16. 
“It was the first time I’ve gotten to 
dance at school, and I really enjoyed 
it. I didn’t realize how much I missed 
it,” she said. Stewart also performed 
this past weekend with the New Haven 
Symphony Orchestra.
With all of these activities, it is hard 
to believe that she would have time to 
participate in any PC organizations. 
However, Stewart is a member of the 
Admissions Ambassadors, the Gaelic 
Society, and Habitat for Humanity.
Stewart is majoring in biology, and 
while she is still uncertain as to what 
she wants to do with this major, she is 
considering a career in Medical 
Research. Stewart is particularly 
interested in studying Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), better known 
as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. One reason 
Stewart is interested in this disease is 
because her grandmother lost her life 
to this illness.
Whether Stewart is busy studying 
biology, participating in activities on 
campus, acting as Parade Queen, or 
competing in Irish step dance, she 
avoids feeling overwhelmed. “When 
you know you have to do something, 
you just manage to fit it in,” she said. 
by Nicole McIntyre ’02
News Staff
While students relaxed at home or on 
the beach during Spring Break, college 
employees found themselves fighting 
wintry weather to get to work. Although 
most of the faculty and student body 
wasnot on campus, the College 
continued to conduct business despite 
the winter storm warnings, a fact that 
puzzled many staff members.
“There was about six inches of snow 
combined with sleet and ice,” 
commented Jennifer Zevon, a Graphic 
Designer in the College Publications 
Office. “The circumstances could have 
been dangerous for some people.”
Gail Philport, the Philosophy 
Department Secretary, added that those 
employees who live in the northern end 
of the state faced an even nastier 
commute. “I come in from 
Cumberland,” she stated. “It’s always 
worse up there than it is down here. We 
got a foot of snow.”
“We were the only school open,” said 
Mickey Kelly, a Senior Circulation 
Technician in the library. “But we did 
what we were told to do. We called the 
snow line and reported to work.”
Upon arrival, employees found the 
lower campus walkways still covered in 
snow. “The parking lot was horrible,” 
complained Marcia Battle, Secretary for 
the Sociology Department. “My 
husband drove me to work in our truck, 
which has a plow on the front. He had 
to plow to the front of the building then 
get out and shovel the steps so I could 
get in.”
The situation concerned Battle so 
much that she called Rev. Terence J. 
Keegan, O.P’s office. “Physical Plant 
was supposedly out there since 4 a.m. 
He said he would get right on it, but I 
didn’t see anything happen,” she said.
Philport noted that this was not the 
first time such a scenario had occurred. 
“My husband actually drove over and 
plowed once, too. I’ve been here 16 
years, so I wasn’t surprised.”
Some staff members’ concerns 
reached beyond the icy roads and snowy 
paths. Although the storm did not 
produce the results the media originally 
predicted, many schools and services 
decided not toopen as a precaution. 
“Traveling wasn’t that bad on Monday,” 
admitted Zevon. “It was really the 
consequences of having nothing open 
that caused the problem.”
Like many other employees, Zevon 
found herself without a day care provider 
for her daughter. “A lot of people had to 
make arrangements for their children on 
top of traveling long distances,” she 
commented. “It was an inconvenience, 
and I don’t know if [the administration] 
thought about it.”
Even though these two factors 
seemed sufficient to close school, in 
many staff members’ opinions, the 
college remained open. “As far as I 
know, anyone who was here who was 
not faculty or students had to attend. And 
if they didn’t attend, they had to take a 
vacation day,” explained Zevon.
Philport was one of the many 
employees who took a day off instead 
of braving the roads. “It was a waste of 
a vacation day that could have been 
better spent somewhere else,”, she said. 
“I just wish we could have those days 
back.”
Fr. Keegan, Executive Vice President 
and Treasurer of the College, justified 
his decision to keep the college open. 
“On Sunday, the forecasts were 
horrendous. When I got up Monday 
morning, though, there wasn’t a bit of 
snow, so there was no reason to call off 
school.”
“I did give pause to the fact that so 
many institutions were closing down,” 
he continued, “but the single thing that 
prompted me not to go along with that 
was the announcement by the governor" 
that the state of Rhode Island was open.
While he understood the concerns of 
the staff, Fr. Keegan stated, “You can’t 
get up every morning and worry about 
the six million other things that might 
be going on.” To his knowledge, there 
“were at least some” day care facilities 
open. “The state was open, other 
businesses were open, so we had to be 
open,” he concluded.
When the snow finally began to fall 
on Monday afternoon, Fr. Keegan, after 
consulting with several other Vice 
Presidents, decided to close school early. 
“Rather than keep our people here until 
4:30 when they would have to go out in 
moderately dangerous conditions and 
confront everybody else, [I decided] to 
give them an hour jump on the traffic,” 
he explained. Tuesday and Friday 
proceeded in similar manners, with 
school closing at three o’clock on both 
days.
For those who did venture into work, 
the days proved uneventful. “You were 
limited in what you could do,” Battle 
said. “There were more places closed 
than open.”
Zevon agreed. “A lot of business 
wasn’t conducted on that day because a 
lot of companies had closed down. Plus, 
a lot of companies assumed that we had 
closed down.”
Fr. Keegan, however, emphasized the 
necessity of keeping the school open. 
“We have work to do day after day after 
day that has little to do with students 
being here,” he explained.
“Major storms can shut down a 
facility for days on end. I had no idea 
how severe this storm was going to be,” 
he continued. “On Monday morning, it 
was clear that the storm had not come 
and was not going to come until later. If 
it did come and it was serious, we might 
have to shut down all day Tuesday, all 
day Wednesday, maybe all day Thursday. 
In order that the business of the college 
not be too severely impacted, I didn’t 
want to lose Monday when there was 
absolutely no reason for closing.”
Zevon, however, believed that the 
extenuating circumstances caused by the 
media hype around the storm, such as 
the closing of day care facilities, should 
have been taken into consideration when 
deciding whether to close school or not. 
Thus, she wrote up and circulated a 
petition asking the school “to take into 
consideration a little more about the 
people who work here when they make 
a decision like this.”
“I’m not asking them to be drastic and 
give us back a day,” Zevon stated. “I’m 
asking them to be more considerate of 
their employees.”
Fifty-seven employees signed the 
petition which was sent to the office of 
Rev. Phillip A. Smith, O.P., President of 
the College, on March 8lh. “Fr. Smith, 
who was at the Big East Basketball 
Tournament during the week, has not had 
a chance to review the petition, yet,” 
saod Zevon.
Although she did not have a chance 
to sign the petition, Philport summed up 
the general feeling of the concerned staff 
members. “Why risk life and limb when 
there is nobody here? It’s a Catholic 
school. You’d think they’d be more 
concerned about their employees.”
Interested in writing? Want to learn more about campus events while improving your skills? 
The Cowl News section needs you!
Call Nicole at x2214 or stop by The Cowl office, Slavin 104A.
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PC attends living wage conference
by Kristin DiQuollo ’02
Asst. News Editor
As the living wage issue continues to 
be a hot topic in contemporary society, 
the status of third world workers also 
remainsan important concern. Not only 
is this issue of national importance, but 
it is also “right smack in the center of 
Catholic social thought,” explained Rev. 
Al Barrera, O.P.
According to an article in the 
February 19 issue of America, a Jesuit 
magazine, the idea of a living wage is a 
“moral ideal” which would ensure that 
“laborers are able to survive on what they 
earn and to support their families without 
relying on public welfare.” It is also 
“grounded in the biblical notion of 
justice,” which is concerned with “the 
rightness of the human condition before 
God and within society.”
For this reason, Fr. Barrera, Professor 
of Economics and Theology, along with 
sophomore Patrick Cannon, attended a 
conference at Notre Dame in the 
beginning of February aimed at 
establishing a collegiate-based 
organization to define and calculate the 
“living wage” for global workers.
Over 30 colleges and universities 
attended the conference, which was 
dedicated to laying the foundation for a 
newly formed Collegiate Living Wage 
Association, including setting its
Controversial postings in Slavin
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show as “politically incorrect” and “the 
ADL’s (Anti-Defamation League) No 1 
public enemy.”
When asked about the flyer, Hay 
commented that she “knew nothing 
about this, but we certainly would pull” 
anything unauthorized.
Fr. McPhail also noted that “we get 
saturated with illegal postings during 
spring time,” but he “would say no 
College official had a knowledge of it 
because they would have made me aware 
of it.”
With last Saturday’s broadcast of the 
radio show making claims that “the role 
of Christianity in society is destructive”
SEAC goes to FL
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day he took us into the forest and pointed 
out 20 different plats, their 
characteristics, and their Latin names. 
He even had us eating different kind of 
plants,” stated Smith.
Additional tasks of the group 
included uprooting a “nuisance species” 
called a saltbush, which acts as a weed 
and interferes with the growth of other 
trees. They also planted seedlings in the 
nursery, where hundreds of rows of trees 
couldn’t be planted until they had “some 
good weather and a little luck,” said 
Smith. The group worked from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and they spent the later 
part of the afternoons hiking and 
canoeing. During the evenings, the 
group made gourmet meals and spent a 
lot bf time learning about each other. 
“Since, we really didn’t really know 
everyone outside of SEAC, it was'a good 
opportunity to get to know everybody. 
It was a lot of fun,” said Sarah Sampieri 
’02, one of the group members.
The dry weather didn’t ruin the trip 
at all, according to the group. In fact, “it 
was good to know that even though we 
were prevented from doing certain 
things, we were still making a 
difference,” stated Sampieri. Alison 
Weber ’01, agreed. “Manual labor is so 
far removed from college life. Getting 
up and working every morning made me 
feel more in touch with the land and the 
cycles of the earth,” she said.
SEAC needs volunteers for their next 
big event, Earth Day. To learn more 
about Earth Day or anything else the club 
is planning, anyone is welcome to attend 
a meeting on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in 
Slavin 120. 
statement of purpose and statement of 
tasks.
Drafting those two documents took 
two days, said Barrera, noting that 
“issues arose early on.”
“There was a question as to who 
should be invited” to join the 
Association, he said. While some 
attendees felt it should be limited to 
colleges and universities, others thought 
private volunteer organizations (PVO’s), 
such as the Fair Labor Association and 
the Workers Rights Consortium, should 
also be allowed. Though those PVO’s 
were invited to the conference as 
observers, Barrera commented, “if you 
allow them to join . . .you lose the 
character of something that’s supposed 
to be collegiate.” Cannon also added that 
“a lot of these organizations have 
particular agendas of their own and could 
bias the decisions that would be made 
by this association.”
In the end, however, the Statement of 
Purpose reads, “In contributing to the 
goal of raising living standards of low 
wage workers around the world, the 
Association is committed to receiving 
input from worker-allied organizations, 
as well as NGO’s (Non-Governmental 
Organizations), government entities, and 
other sources of expertise.”
One “disappointment” Fr. Barrera has 
about the function of the Association 
concerns the sponsoring of research. He 
and that “college girls are not to be taken 
more seriously than feminized college 
guys,” Fr. McPhail admitted that the 
presence of the flyers at PC could be 
considered “offensive,” but he postulates 
that “they hit all of us,” meaning that 
Providence College was not the only 
local campus to have received the 
advertisements.
When illegal postings are discovered 
on campus, especially those from outside 
advertisers, both Hay and Fr. McPhail 
noted that the administration usually 
follows up with a phone call to the 
advertiser explaining the College’s 
posting policy.
In the future, Fr. McPhail hopes that 
“if people see things that may be 
offensive or contrary to what PC is 
about,” they would take action by 
removing the posting or bringing it to 
the attention of the administration. And, 
while he “certainly [doesn’t] want people 
going around censoring things,” he 
would also hope we remain sensitive to 
those things which do and do not 
“strengthen our community.” 
Master of Science in Accounting/ 
Master of Business Administration
* For non-accounting undergraduates 
*Paid internship
* 100% permanent job placement 
*Scholarships/Financial Aid 
*Dual degree in just 15 months
was under the impression that members 
of the Association would “pool their 
resources” to conduct studies at their 
respective institutions, but “it turns out 
that what they have in mind is to collect 
money from the members so they can 
hire somebody to do the living wage 
studies.”
Since the CLWA is technically not 
formed yet (at the conference an 
executive committee of seven was 
formed to oversee the organization 
process), Fr. Barrera does not know 
whether Providence College will 
become an official member.
“My concern is over the question of 
research,” he said. “Does it make sense 
that we pay money when we could 
actually be building our own capabilities 
here, especially when so much of the 
research is in existence?”
In fact, Cannon noted that many of 
the schools at the conference would 
remain “hesitant until they know what 
they’ll be getting for their money.”
So where does PC stand on the living 
wage issue?
Given that abiding by living wage 
legislation could mean a shift in relations 
with companies currently contracted by 
the College, Fr. Barrera said that “the fact 
that we even entertained the thought of 
going. . .is indicative of our interest in 
keeping track of this issue in the third 
world.”
Black Expo 
focuses on 
community
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value. She pointed out that black women 
reaffirm their characterization by hip hop 
in order to maintain a comfortable 
lifestyle. They remain loyal to “women- 
hating men” to get what they want. 
Morgan said that hip hop is an expression 
of black culture that is too great a 
responsibility to leave to men.” Women 
need to use it as a positive means of 
expression also.
Dean Wilesse Comissiong of the 
Balfour Center for Multicultural Affairs 
thought that Morgan showed how 
women are “socialized to use their 
sexuality to attract men and gain power. 
They are missing their true power which 
they draw from their minds and creative 
works.” She thought Morgan “was right 
on target by showing young women to 
have the self-esteem that may prevent 
them from dancing to lyrics that 
denigrate them. Instead, they should
Habitat 
-Continued from page 1- 
shcltcrs also ranged anywhere from a 
hotel to an old Habitat-constructed 
home.
A typical workday started around 
8:00 a.m. and lasted until 4:30 p.m. The 
different responsibilities of the 
volunteers depended upon the stage of 
construction of the house. “One of the 
best parts of the experience was 
working alongside the people getting 
the house. Working to give people the 
thing they needed most was so 
fulfilling, and their gratuity was very 
touching,” said Cat Shagensky ’02.
To Slavin, although the entire trip 
was rewarding, the best part was seeing 
the group’s work progress through the 
week. “[The work] was the most 
enjoyable part. You got to meet the 
owners who are just so excited to meet 
everyone and get a home. One lady 
was already planning how to decorate 
for the holidays. It’s fulfilling to know 
they will have a home because of our 
work,” she said.
In addition to feeling good about 
helping others, the volunteers also 
valued each other’s company. Liam 
Walsh ’02, who stayed in Fayetteville, 
said of the experience, “getting to know 
everyone in the group was great. I 
didn’t know most of them really well 
and when I came home they were all 
my good friends.”
The PC Chapter of Habitat does not 
take applications for the Alternative 
Spring Break program until November, 
but it does work with the City of 
Providence’s branch of Habitat. 
According to Slavin, there is a Habitat 
house on Pembroke in need of work. 
For more information about Habitat, 
contact the Chaplain’s office or call the 
Pastoral Service Organization (PSO).
embrace music that uplifts them.”
Yvenson Roche ’01 noted that 
Morgan “read the whole chapter to us. I 
could have just gone out and bought the 
book.” Comissiong mentioned that the 
chapter that Morgan read was new 
material for the attendees because few 
students had read the book. She was 
impressed with Morgan’s sincerity and 
noted that she really took time to “listen 
to the students.”
Roche liked the discussion initiated 
by Morgan after her talk. “It was 
different, more of a symposium than a 
lecture. [However], I wish the 
discussion had been longer,” he said.
Rick Slaughter ’03 said, “There 
wasn’t the showing that I expected.” 
Comissiong was “sorry that we didn’t 
have more people of color from PC.” 
Many attendees were from area colleges.
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Julia Butterfly Hill defies expectations
by Felicia Grosso ’03
News Staff
When one thinks of Julia 
Butterfly Hill, the enthusiastic 
environmentalist who spent two 
years living in a redwood tree, 
the idea of a business major who 
started an enterprise at age 18 
probably does not come to 
mind. However, this is exactly 
how Hill, who protested the 
clear-cutting of forests, got her 
start in life. This was just one 
of many facets of Hill’s story 
that she shared at a lecture given 
on March 12 on fourth floor 
Feinstein. Throughout the 
lecture. Hill tried to debunk the 
myths most have about 
environmentalists.
On the first Monday night 
after spring break, students from 
various schools such as PC, 
Brown, Northeastern, and 
University of Miami in Ohio as 
well as many local non-student 
activists crowded into the 
Feinstein Function room. 
While they enjoyed veggie 
wraps and sweet potato wedges, 
and perused information tables, 
people eagerly awaited Hill’s 
arrival to hear her story in 
person.
But those who came to hear 
only about Hill’s adventures in 
a tree learned more than 
expected. In keeping with her 
unique style, Hill informed 
people that she likes to avoid the 
[as she puts it], “woo-woo Julia 
Butterfly” in her lectures. 
‘‘[Some people only come to my 
lectures] to check out the chick 
that lived in a tree” Hill §aid 
comically. “That does nothing 
to save the environment,” she 
added.
Hill explained that her goal 
was to get people involved in 
protecting the environment not 
to talk about herself. “Each and 
everyone of us can do 
something,” Hill informed the 
audience. “If you leave here 
tonight inspired, you [should] 
find out what’s going on locally 
and get involved.” In keeping 
with this message, Hill started 
her lecture for the night by 
encouraging people to become 
involved with various service 
projects in the Providence area, 
ranging from saving the Nathan 
Green Native American 
sycamore to helping at-risk girls 
at the YWCA.
Hill then stressed the need 
to clarify the stereotypes about 
environmental activists. In 
reference to the image the 
media portrayed of her, Hill 
said, “[People hear about what 
I did and they automatically 
think], ‘hippie radical 
extremist.’” She explained, “1 
[even] have to challenge my 
own stereotypes.”
To prove her point, Hill 
related her surprising past to the 
audience. She admitted that, 
early in her life, she too became 
preoccupied with society’s 
belief that money was 
everything. Coming from a 
very poor background, Hill was 
taught to be ashamed of her 
family’s lack of money. It was 
this humility that drove her to 
graduate from high school at 
sixteen years old, major in 
business and then start her own 
business two years later. “I had 
'■‘capitalist’ th' blinking neon 
letters across my forehead,” Hill 
exclaimed.
It wasn’t until a car crash 
destroyed her short-term 
memory that Hill began to 
question her actions. She 
realized that without her health, 
money meant nothing. “It took 
a steering wheel to my head for 
me to realize this,” Hill said 
gravely.
After recovering, Hill took a 
trip to the Red Wood Forest. 
She was amazed by the beauty 
of the giant trees and the clean, 
pure air. However, a picture of 
a clear-cut done by Pacific 
Lumber Company which had 
caused a mudslide obliterating 
the homes cf many people, 
shattered Hill’s joy over her 
discovery and made her realize 
something must be done. “[I 
said to myself,] if you walk 
away from this destruction your 
actions are just as bad as Pacific 
Lumber’s,” she said.
Hill then began telling the 
story that everyone had been 
anticipating. Her intense 
enthusiasm and unusual sound 
effects to illustrate her point 
made her story just as 
memorable as the unlikely 
beginning of her lecture. She 
described her experience as a 
beginner in base camp and the 
reluctance of her fellow 
activists to allow her to sit in the 
tree. Hill also cleared up some 
basic misconceptions about her 
endeavors. For example, she 
did not name Luna, the tree she 
sat in, herself, but rather it was 
assigned to her.
Hill also described the 
dangers she endured throughout 
her two-year stint. Pacific 
Lumber was adamant about
Julia Butterfly Hill downplayed her tree exploits, Monday.
getting her out of the tree. The 
company used various tactics 
such as throwing things at Luna, 
cutting off Hill’s supplies, even 
going as far as to try to cut Luna 
down.
In her closing advice, Hill 
emphasized the power of the 
individual- “Use your creativity 
when working on an issue that 
you care about,” she advised. 
Hill also advocated the power 
of prayer and the recognition of 
a higher source. She explained 
that we should trust our 
intuition, for it is one of the only 
things that truly connects us to 
the Earth.
Hill ended her lecture in just 
as unique a way as she began it. 
She spoke of a need for empa­
thy toward the Pacific Lumber 
loggers. “Logging is their cul- 
Butterflv, page 8
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Homosexuality: a campus examined
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Meghan. Also, “there’s really no place 
[for homosexuals] to go and be among 
people like them and their defenders,” 
she explained.
If it was put in the student body’s 
face...
The philosophy behind this call for 
education is simple -- increased 
awareness equals increased acceptance. 
Awareness could come in the form of 
forums, speakers, and a Gay and Lesbian 
club at PC, according to proponents.
“If it was put in the student body’s 
face, maybe they would understand more 
and accept,” explained Aguiar. “There’s 
a lack of awareness on campus, which I 
think equals a lack of acceptance.”
Julie Hoistrom ’03, a member of the 
Student Congress Committee for 
Diversity, agrees. “It’s so quiet. It’s not 
talked about throughout campus. People 
would have a more open mind if it were 
out in the open.”
Meghan explained that while the 
Society Organized Against Racism can 
respond against racism and the 
Environmental Club can respond to 
violations of environmental 
consciousness, no such club can fight the 
mistreatment of homosexuals. “There’s 
no one to step in,” she explained.
Getting a club together at PC is more 
complicated than rounding up a group 
of interested students, however. Each 
club and organization that receives 
funding and recognition from the school 
must pass through “the proper channels.” 
It must be approved by the Student 
Congress, and then approved by the 
Administration. According to the 
Diversity Committee of the Student 
Congress, the club would gain Student 
Congress support. “Given the direction 
of students that are part of Congress want 
to take, it would be accepted,” said Cory 
Cabral ’01, Head of the Diversity 
Committee.
Support from the administration, 
however, is less certain. In order to gain 
administrative approval, a club’s 
constitution and mission statement must 
conform to the Mission Statement of 
Providence College.
Set in their w ays
For most, this criteria creates a dead 
end. “I don’t think it would go through,” 
said Cabral. Many others characterize 
the administration as “fearful” and 
“closed-minded” when it comes to 
sensitive issues such as homosexuality. 
“They don’t really care about issues that 
aren’t in direct conformity to the 
Catholic Church,” said Williams. “They 
don’t care about those students who 
aren’t living the Catholic lifestyle.”
Gagnon agreed. “The administration 
is disinterested in any kind of diversity,” 
he said. “It’s the trickle-down effect. It 
starts from the very top.”
According to Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, 
O.P., Vice President of Student Services, 
however, what is often perceived as 
closed-mindedness is in fact adherence 
to doctrine. If a committed belief is an 
informed one, it should not be labeled 
“bigoted,” he explained. “If someone is 
committed to something, don’t you think 
that that person has given weight to this 
commitment?” he asked.
According to Fr. McPhail, 
compliance with the mission statement 
of the school could mean creating a 
group, but not being able to promote the 
homosexual lifestyle or deem it morally 
permissible.
That, however, is something many 
homosexuals are unwilling to accept. “If 
you’re not going to be promoting self- 
awareness or campus awareness, then it’s 
a support group or a group of self- 
loathing,” said Aguiar.
Meghan agreed. “Support groups 
have a bad connotation,” she explained. 
“I don’t know if a straight-up support 
group is the answer.” However, she also 
explained that a group limited to 
education only, rather than advocacy, is 
better than no club at all.
Many gay students disagree with this 
opinion, however. As a result, most 
students who have conceived of a Gay/ 
Lesbian/Bisexual club or a Gay/Straight 
Alliance have given up hope. In fact, the 
formal process of administrative 
recognition has never even been 
attempted.
Past examples, according to Aguiar, 
show that the school is not eager to 
discuss such issues. After the tragic death 
of Matthew Shepard, a gay college 
student killed in Wyoming because of his 
sexuality, Aguiar created fliers and 
distributed them around campus. “Help 
raise gay awareness and tolerance at 
PC,” the fliers read. Soon after being 
posted, however, the fliers were torn 
down. Friends who were found posting 
the fliers were brought to the PC Security 
Office and told they needed official 
permission to post before putting up any 
fliers around campus. Although it is true 
that all posters must be stamped with 
permission before posting, Aguiar 
believes the motivation to take down the 
posters was more complicated.
“We’re walking down to Security 
past ads for bartending courses. I didn’t 
see permission to post on any of those,” 
he said.
“You don't really trust the 
Administration based on what they have 
done in the past,” explained Aguiar.
In addition to the fliers, Aguiar cites 
other instances in which the College has 
been, in his opinion, closed minded. 
“[The administration] seems very much 
set in their ways,” said Aguiar. “I don’t 
feel like it’s an accepting environment 
for any minority.”
A morally acceptable option
According to Fr. McPhail what some 
construe as closed-mindedness is 
actually a desire to stand firm to Catholic 
doctrine. As expressed in the school’s 
mission statement, “the College actively 
cultivates intellectual, spiritual, ethical 
and aesthetic values within the context 
of the Judaeo-Christian heritage.”
“The College is committed to the 
view of the Catholic Church,” explained 
Fr. McPhail. “We are a campus that 
prides itself on its values.”
Along with this Judaeo-Christian 
heritage comes a very specific view of 
homosexuality. Throughout its history, 
the Catholic Church has condemned 
homosexual acts. Catholic doctrine on 
the issue has been defined and explained 
in various documents: The Truth and 
Meaning of Human Sexuality, created by 
the Pontifical Council for the Family, 
Letter to the Bishops of The Catholic 
Church on the Pastoral Care of 
Homosexual Persons, written by the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, and Always Our Children: A 
Pastoral Message to Parents of 
Homosexual Children and Suggestions 
for Pastoral Ministers, by the Committee 
on Marriage and Family.
Although the recent documents 
concentrate on the acceptance of 
homosexuals, Catholic doctrine 
consistently condemns homosexual acts. 
Although not a sin, homosexual 
orientation is defined as a “disordered 
inclination,” since it inclines one towards 
sinful acts. Scriptural passages from 
Sodom and Gomorrah all the way to the 
letters of St. Paul are cited in support of 
the Catholic stance.
“The Church celebrates our sexuality, 
but living that out is going to be within 
the context of marriage,” explained Rev. 
Brendan Murphy, O.P., who was recently 
appointed Chaplain. “A couple shares 
love, but is also open to human life.”
Fr. Murphy emphasized, however, 
that “the Church does not judge anyone 
with respect to their orientation. It’s an 
important distinction. If there’s one thing 
I can stress, it’s that no one is judged 
when they walk in the door.”
While not leveling judgement against 
homosexuals, however, church doctrine 
does have a definitive view of 
homosexuality and discrimination. “The 
number of men and women who have 
deep-seated homosexual tendencies is 
not negligible,” reads the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. “This inclination, 
which is objectively disordered, 
constitutes for most of them a trial. They 
must be accepted with respect, 
compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign 
of unjust discrimination in their regard 
should be avoided.”
This focus on acceptance is a shift 
from earlier documents. Although they 
too supported acceptance, these 
documents were more concerned with 
dispelling notions that the Catholic 
Church did in fact advocate the 
homosexual lifestyle: “Special concern 
and pastoral attention should be directed 
toward those who have this condition, 
lest they be led to believe that the living 
out of this orientation in homosexual 
activity is a morally acceptable option. 
It is not,” reads On Pastoral Care of 
Homosexual Persons.
This document, in fact, explicitly 
forbids certain types of homosexuality 
awareness at Catholic colleges and 
universities; “Departure from the 
Church’s teaching, or silence about it, 
in an effort to provide pastoral care is 
neither caring nor pastoral... All support 
should be withdrawn from any 
organizations which seek to undermine 
the teaching of the Church, which are 
ambiguous about it, or which neglect it 
entirely....Special attention should be 
given to...the use of Church buildings 
by these groups, including the facilities 
of Catholic schools and colleges.”
In light of this doctrine, the 
administration is careful in its treatment 
of homosexuality. Fr. McPhail echoed 
the need for acceptance and 
understanding. “Sarcastic remarks and 
jokes are cruel and should not be 
associated with anyone of the Roman 
Catholic faith,” he explained. He 
admitted, however, that homosexuality 
is “a lifestyle that the Church has a 
concern with.”
In light of this concern, Fr. McPhail 
refused to say whether or not a 
homosexual club would be permitted to 
exist on campus. “I’m not giving a flat 
answer because [the club is] 
hypothetical,” he said, explaining that he 
cannot judge whether or not a club would 
be accepted until he has reviewed its 
actual mission statement and 
constitution. “What does the constitution 
say? What are its goals? What is its 
treatment of Catholics and its treatment 
of PC? Let’s look at this together and 
see what you’re saying.”
While many homosexuals at PC have 
turned away from the Catholic Church 
as a result of their orientation, there are 
those who still see themselves as 
Catholics. “I’m Catholic; I go to church, 
but I haven’t resolved myself [with the 
church teaching on homosexuality] yet,” 
explained Meghan. “I rely on my faith 
more than the judgement of other 
people,” she explained.
Being associated with me
Resolving themselves with Catholic 
doctrine is not the only obstacle 
homosexuals at PC face, however. 
According to many, the apathy of the 
student body itself presents an obstacle 
to raising awareness.
“A lot of [students] are apathetic 
towards these issues,” said Aguiar. 
“Unless more people are willing to get 
up and change things, there’s no hope.” 
Although the primary aim of a club, 
forum, or other activity would be to curb 
this ignorance, many wonder if this 
apathetic atmosphere would prevent the 
activity from forming in the first place. 
“It’s taboo. Since [homosexuality’s] not 
socially acceptable here, [students] don’t 
want to be associated with it,” said 
Cabral.
For Aguiar, this unwillingness is very 
real. It even extends to members of the 
gay community at PC, according to 
Aguiar. “The other gay males on campus 
are very built up on straight acting,” he 
explained. Since they are in the closet 
and Aguiar is not, they avoid him. “They 
know being associated with me on 
campus would be a bad thing.”
Megan, Prattico, and others also cited 
examples of being ignored or shunned 
by fellow students.
Without a broad base of support, 
many feel that the prospects for a club 
are precarious at best. “They are afraid 
of what would happen,” explained T.J. 
Luty ’02, a member of the Committee 
for Diversity. “They would be labeled 
‘the homosexual.’”
“Even if there were a club, I don’t 
think [most students] would feel 
comfortable being a part of the it,” said 
Melissa Chaves ’01, a member of the 
Committee for Diversity.
Aguiar explained, however, that a 
large number of members would not 
necessarily be required for the club to 
exist. “There’s not going to be that many 
people that join. That’s why it would be 
good at this campus to have a gay 
straight alliance.” Other clubs, according 
to Aguiar survive on only five or ten 
members a year. “It’s not a question of 
numbers. It’s about having devoted 
people,” he explained.
Baby steps
Between Catholic doctrine and 
prevailing campus atmosphere, the 
prospects of increased homosexuality 
awareness seem dim at PC. The 
precedent set by other schools, however, 
suggests that these obstacles are not 
necessarily insurmountable at a small 
Catholic school.
When Chris Durocher arrived at Holy 
Cross his freshman year, there was a 
small club on campus known as 
ALLIES. This club is much like the type 
Aguiar fears will result if homosexuals 
at PC ever do receive administrative 
approval.
“It was designed to be as watered- 
down as possible,” Durocher explained. 
“As part of its charter it had to tai k about 
the Catholic perspective.”
For Durocher, this was not enough. 
He saw homophobia all around him. 
“Outside of my group of friends, I wasn’t 
really comfortable,” he said. Although 
he can only cite one instance of an 
outwardly homophobic outlashing, a 
student yelling fag at him from across 
campus, he said that homophobia existed 
nonetheless. “It was an undercurrent 
more than any overt acts,” he said.
“It’s partly a conception of traditional 
morality and how homosexuality is 
perceived, but mostly a macho 
atmosphere. In a way, like a boys’ club.” 
In his junior year (the 1996-1997 
school year) Durocher decided to do 
something about it. Durocher and other 
homosexuals proposed a club called 
ABIGAIL, which would more directly 
address the needs of gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual students without judging the 
morality of their lifestyle. The 
administration was “fearful,” he said.
For the administration, two main 
forces affected their decision, according 
to Durocher. “[The administration] 
thought they had to take a strong stand 
in affirming the traditional Catholic 
morality,” he said. However, a 
movement was beginning to take shape 
on campus in opposition to this 
movement. “There was this kind of 
movement towards plurality and 
diversity,” he explained.
First, Durocher and the group tried 
to pass the club through “the normal 
channels.” “We hoped we could make it 
under the radar,” he said. The 
administration refused their proposal.
To drum up student support and to put 
pressure on the administration, the group 
then organized a rally, which got the 
attention of the local media. After 
receiving negative press, the 
administration was ready to negotiate, 
according to Durocher.
“It was a lot of negotiations and 
meetings, trying to convince them that 
we weren’t as dangerous as they thought
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we were,” Durocher said. The meetings, 
in fact, occurred weekly for the next two 
months.
“They wanted us to have disclaimers 
on not advocating the lifestyle and 
homosexual activity, which is what we 
didn’t want to do,” Durocher said. “We 
were very firm to let them know that’s 
not what we were about.”
As a major part of their argument, the 
group contended that since Holy Cross 
did not require its students to be Catholic, 
they could not require them to live by 
Catholic standards. “There’s nothing 
saying that every student has to embrace 
Catholic morality that goes to Holy 
Cross.” As a result, they explained that 
“[the administration] didn’t have to 
condone the organization. They could 
even openly disagree with our beliefs.” 
“We knew we wouldn’t win by 
challenging Catholic doctrine,” 
Durocher said.
In fact, the club’s constitution does 
not deny Catholic doctrine, either. “We 
respect and honor our members decision 
to live their lives as they choose. We 
didn’t want to exclude gay Catholics 
who believe in the doctrine, either.”
After reaching a resolution with the 
Dean of Students, the proposal was then 
taken by the College President to the 
Board of Trustees, where it received 
approval. A full year had passed since 
the club was first proposed.
Durocher, now a student at Boston 
University’s School of Law, says that PC 
students interested in starting a club must 
“take baby steps.”
In addition to student and faculty 
support and a willingness to 
compromise, those who try to raise 
awareness must have patience, according 
to Durocher.
“It’s going to take a couple of years 
at a small, conservative Catholic 
college,” he said. “Start off realistically. 
See the big picture. See how the small 
steps can eventually get you to that 
place.”
The time was right
The advances made by homosexuals 
at Holy Cross seem to present hope for 
homosexuals who seek to establish a 
more liberal homosexual group at PC. 
Even so, it cannot be forgotten that PC 
and Holy Cross are two different schools 
with two distinct identities.
Although Fr. McPhail said that “in 
principle, something like a sexual 
diversity forum is fine,” he was 
unwilling to approve of anything in the 
hypothetical. He explained that he must 
first research any speakers or learn all 
about any forum before it receives 
approval.
What Fr. McPhail has begun to do, 
however, is look into other ways of 
supporting homosexuals on campus. 
About a year ago, Fr. McPhail asked a 
small group to form and meet informally 
to discuss homosexuality at PC.
“The time was right to address how 
Student Services can assist students 
struggling with this,” said Dr. Kirk 
Brague, Assistant to the Vice President 
of Student Services, who is a member 
of that informal committee. “It made a 
lot of sense to talk about [Student 
Services] being more supportive. If there 
was support out there, it was in isolated 
pockets and it wasn’t easy for a student 
to figure out who to turn to.”
To combat this situation, the group 
has made broad recommendations to the 
College. These ideas include more 
attention to sexual orientation issues 
during freshman orientation, more 
training for the Residence Life staff on 
how to deal with such issues, and the 
creation of a support group under the 
auspices of the Chaplain’s Office.
The support group, according to 
Brague, would “bring students together 
who have questions, and who have a 
need to connect in a virtuous way.”
To guide them in these 
recommendations, the group used 
Always Our Children as a guide. “We 
used that a lot,” Brague explained. “We 
were quick to get to a theological basis.” 
“The document clearly said we as an 
institution should look at ways we can 
be more tolerant and receptive, while at 
the same time understanding that 
homosexual orientation is different than 
homosexual behavior. The orientation 
may not be sinful, but the behavior, in 
Catholic belief, is,” Brague explained. 
“An institution has a pro-active 
responsibility to say ‘we will not tolerate 
discrimination against our gay brothers 
and sisters.’”
Given Catholic doctrine, however, 
the celebration of homosexuality is a 
precarious subject. “The tricky part is 
that you want to support, but supporting 
doesn’t necessarily mean advocating,” 
Brague explained. “A group advocating 
gay rights might not necessarily be in 
accordance with Always Our Children. ” 
Brague also explained that an 
informal support group would have 
additional benefits. “An informal group 
would allow anonymity,” said Brague.
Although he has not been approached 
about the group yet, Fr. Murphy would 
be open to the possibility of a 
homosexual support group within the 
Chaplain’s Office. While some may be 
turned off by a church-sponsored group, 
fearing that it would condemn them or 
disallow them from celebrating their 
sexuality, Fr. Murphy insisted that 
everyone is welcomed to the Chaplain’s 
Office, and that they will never be 
judged.
“The Chaplain’s Office is a safe place 
where you can come and talk, no 
questions asked, no judgements made,” 
he said. “The Church approaches 
everyone as a human being. They 
demand respect for human dignity.”
He also emphasized the need for 
students to recognize their true sexual 
orientation and come to terms with it. 
“We have to understand who we are, and 
sexuality is a part of that,” he said. At 
the same time, he was quick to warn 
against simplifying a person. “We’re 
created as sexual beings and that’s a good 
thing, but it doesn’t ultimately define 
us,” he said.
Whether or not a support group will 
change the feeling of isolation for 
homosexuals at PC, or whether a more 
visible group will form, is an open 
question. Whether gay students at PC 
will ever feel accepted and cared for is 
also an open question— one that, 
according to many, will only result from 
informed dialogue. “I really do have 
hope for PC,” said Meghan. “Maybe 
that’s just the optimism of a sophomore. 
If I were a second semester senior, I 
guess I wouldn’t being saying that.”
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And you thought parietals were bad...
by Retro-Joe Creamer
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief
While PC students complain about 
the strict regulations that govern 
behavior on campus, few realize that it 
was once much different, a fact to which 
alumni could attest.
In the 1920’s, most PC students were 
“day hops,” that is, they lived at home 
with their parents and commuted, 
frequently by foot, to class. For those 
students who were not day hops, housing 
was needed near to the College. Initially, 
the College found families in the 
neighborhood who would rent a room 
to students and feed them supper. 
Students had to be at their boarding 
homes by 8:30 p.m. on weeknights and 
10 p.m. and 11 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Students could only have 
visitors with the permission of the 
landlady. Furthermore, students living 
in the “same house but not in the same 
room may not visit one another between 
4 and 6 p.m. [as this was supper time] 
nor after 8:30 p.m. [to allow for study],” 
according to the Providence College rule 
book circa 1925. The possession or 
consumption of alcoholic drink by any 
student would result in “immediate 
dismissal.”
In the fall of 1939, when students 
moved into the new Aquinas Hall, 
regulations for student life were posted 
in the building. On school nights, all 
students had to be in their rooms at 8:30 
p.m. to begin “study time.” “Lights out” 
was at 11:00 p.m. “Radios and 
phonographs are merely tolerated,” 
according to the rules. The book then 
noted that “playing during study time or 
to disturb those in adjoining rooms at any 
time will make confiscation mandatory,”
Breakfast was served only at 7:30 
a.m. Monday through Friday. Lunch and 
supper were only available at one time 
per day also. The cafeteria was moved 
from Harkins Hall to the first floor of 
Aquinas once it was opened, and all 
students ate there. Young men studying 
to be Dominicans waited on the students. 
At the time, these Dominicans were 
living in an addition to the St. Martin 
House.
If PC students feel that parietals are 
strict, or at least inconvenient, they can 
be glad that they did not live in Aquinas 
in the 1940’s. Ladies could be taken to 
the upper floors only on Sunday 
afternoons from 3 to 4:00 p.m., at which 
time they were not to be entertained in 
the rooms. Logically, “showers should 
not be taken from 3 to 4:00 p.m. on 
Sundays,” nor during “study time” or 
“lights out.”
Students needed the permission of the 
Rector, a Dominican Father in residence, 
to leave the building overnight or during 
“study time.” One thing that has not 
changed is that alcohol was not permitted 
in Aquinas Hall. It was also “forbidden” 
to have a car on campus if one resided 
in Aquinas Hall.
In the late 1950s, the College broke 
with tradition and began to have two 
student prefects, forerunners of resident 
assistants, and one priest prefect on each
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on each dormitory floor. Prior to this, 
there were two priests residing on each 
floor who maintained the college’s rules 
and regulations along with their teaching 
and priestly duties. There continued to 
be a Rector in every dorm, who served 
as hall director and had the last say on 
dorm related discipline. Rev. Terrance 
Keegan, O.P., Executive Vice President 
of the College, recalls that all students 
had to be in their rooms by 11 p.m. on 
week nights. The prefects made sure that 
everyone was present in their rooms at 
this time. If not, students might be 
punished by having to wake up at 6 a.m. 
every day.
On the weekends, curfew was later, 
but there was “little social life on 
campus.” The campus was all male, and 
there was “no BOP,” remembers Fr. 
Keegan. Many students that lived on 
campus went home to Massachusetts or 
Connecticut on the weekends. For the 
students who lived too far away to go 
home, they needed to go off campus to 
find entertainment.
A “typical punishment” for causing 
trouble was to be “campused” for the 
weekend, with the prefect checking on 
the student to make sure he was staying 
on campus.
Fr. Keegan says that one weekend 
during his senior year, when he lived in 
the two year old Raymond Hall, he had 
a bunch of his classmates over to his 
room. They were drinking. The 1959- 
60 Providence College Student 
Handbook stated, however, that “the 
drinking of all alcoholic beverages 
anywhere on the campus is strictly 
prohibited.” A student caught drinking 
twice could be expelled. Nevertheless, 
Fr. Keegan said, “the secret to success 
was, not getting caught. There was 
usually someone noisier or blatantly 
violating the rules that would be found.” 
Until this night, “J had never gotten 
caught,” he said.
Two student prefects had been in the 
room, but one had left just prior to their 
discovery. The other was fired; it was 
the first time in PC history that a student 
prefect was fired. The prefect that had 
escaped was John McMahon, later Fr. 
John Anthony McMahon, O.P., Assistant 
Vice President for Student Services.
The next day, Fr. Keegan was called 
to see Fr. James Michael Murphy, Dean 
of Men, the equivalent of the Director 
of Residence today. Fr. Murphy said, 
“‘Keegan, I got you this time,’” recalled 
Fr. Keegan laughingly.
Unlike Holy Cross and other Catholic 
colleges in the ’50s, PC did not require 
students to attend daily Mass. Honoring 
the Dominican tradition, daily Mass was 
“available” and attendance was 
“encouraged” but not required, said Fr. 
Keegan. “It was a wonderful thing for 
me, to roll out of bed and go to Mass, an 
opportunity other people don’t have 
every day,” he added. Many of the 
dayhops attended daily Mass in the 
Harkins Auditorium in between classes.
In the late 1960s, student prefects and 
faculty prefects were residing in the 
dorms. Rev. John Fabian Cunningham, 
O.P., Professor of Philosophy, was 
Director of Residence when student
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Nothing like a cold shower to 
start the day off right... Two 
Aquinas residents from the 
class of 1948 tend to matters 
hygenic before heading to the 
7:30 a.m. breakfast call, their 
only opportunity for the 
nourishing morning meal.
prefects had to “conduct nightly room 
checks and observe rooms for 
cleanliness.” Fr. Cunningham 
confirmed that this policy was 
enforced. Student prefects went 
around the floor making sure that all 
students were present at “lights out” 
at 11 p.m. Any students who would 
be absent needed to sign out a sheet 
on the student prefect’s door. Fr. 
Cunningham said that this was so 
because, if a parent called, the school 
could let them know where the 
students had gone. Regarding the 
cleanliness of students’ rooms, Fr. 
Cunningham said that it was only a 
problem if a student’s room was a 
“pigsty,” adding “then the student 
prefects would say ‘clean up your 
act.’”
Julia Butterfly Hill draws capacity crowd 
-Continued from page 5-
tural connection and it is being taken 
away from them. [It is] a form of geno­
cide,” she said. Finally, Hill stressed 
the power of love. “Love or die,” she 
said.
When Hill was done speaking, she 
was not done with her presentation. She 
concluded by having the audience stand 
up, hold hands, and say “We are beauty, 
we are truth, we are love, we make the 
difference.”
Hill was well-received by the audi­
ence. “These are things that people 
know about, but it’s so easy to forget 
that,” Peter Weathers ’04 commented. 
“(Her lecture] didn’t give me answers, 
but helped me remember to keep search­
ing for answers” he added. Christopher 
Barker, a junior at Northeastern Univer­
sity, spoke enthusiastically about Hill.
“It was the most inspirational presen­
tation I’ve ever seen,” he said.
Michelle Smith ‘ 01, the coordina­
tor of the event, was ecstatic about the 
turnout. “I expected maybe 100 people 
at the most” she said. “[This shows] 
there’s a lot of networking going on.” 
Dr. Laura Landen, chairperson of the 
Environmental Studies program here at 
PC, shared in Smith’s enthusiasm. “I 
was extremely pleased with the turn­
out,” said Landen. She also added in 
reference to the larger effect of Hill’s 
lecture, “I think the most important 
[thing] is not what she did, but [know­
ing] that everyone can make a differ­
ence, everyone is special, everyone is a 
little different from everyone else. 
When we put all those different visions 
together, we can really make a differ­
ence.”
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A matter of faith: non-Catholics on campus
by Laura Meneses ’03
Asst. News Editor
Following the institution of a 
multicultural worship center at Boston 
College, many PC students may find 
themselves taking a closer look at the 
role of different faith groups at Catholic 
colleges. Although about eighty 
percentof students check “Catholic” on 
their PC applications, according to Rev. 
Thomas Ertle, O.P., Chaplain, a variety 
of religious backgrounds are represented 
on campus
Whether Protestant, Orthodox, or 
Jewish, among others, students of 
different religions hope that their 
presence on campus will better students’ 
appreciation for different religions. “I 
hope to raise people’s awareness that I 
am no different [even though I practice 
a different religion],” said Jessica Cigna 
’01, who is a Lutheran.
The presence of students of different 
religions, such as Cigna, benefits the 
campus, said Fr. Ertle. “The more we 
are exposed to one another’s traditions, 
the better off we are. We become 
enriched by what others believe,” he 
said.
Multicultural groups on campus can 
also contribute to an increased 
appreciation for different religions, 
added George Dekki ’03, who is Melkite 
Catholic. Treasurer of the Middle 
Eastern Club, Dekki hopes to encourage 
learning about eastern religions by 
holding an Eastern Mass on campus at 
the end of April.
Fr. Ertle noted that the College holds 
an ecumenical Thanksgiving service 
each year, which is open to students of 
all religions. Clergy from different 
denominations are active in the Mass. 
“Many religions are represented at the 
service,” said Fr. Ertle.
Although attempts have been made 
to increase awareness, students of 
different faiths feel that a general 
understanding of religious diversity is 
lacking at PC. According to Sasha Gillin 
’04, of both Jewish and Protestant 
background, “A lot of people [at PC] 
have never been with other kinds of 
people. They don’t understand other 
religions and [can’t] see that there is 
more than one way to look at things,” 
she said. Gillin, who was apprehensive 
about attending a Catholic college, 
admits that she feels alienated at times 
due to her background.
Katherine Arida ’01, who is Eastern 
Orthodox agreed, saying, “If you’re not 
Catholic, you feel it. I sometimes feel 
out of place because of my religion.”
It is in the classroom, especially, 
where discussion of the role of other 
world religions is often overlooked, that 
students of other faiths feel alienated, 
said Arida. For example, she said that, 
although the Eastern Orthodox religion 
is as ancient as Christianity, its influence 
is often ignored in the classroom. “I 
think the theological and intellectual 
doors aren’t always open at Providence 
College.”
Arida pointed to the Development of 
Western Civilization class to prove that 
Christianity, and Catholicism in 
particular, is overly emphasized at PC. 
Other major religions are not given 
proper attention throughout the course, 
she said. “[Students] don’t hear about
anything 
except 
Catholic- 
ism,” 
stated 
A r i d a , 
who 
went onj 
t o 
describe 
the program 
as a form of 
prop-aganda.
“[Prof-essors] have a right to 
teach Christianity, but they need to 
show people that there are other 
religions. It’s not even Western Civ - 
it’s the history of the white, Catholic 
male,” added Gillin.
In addition, Arida was upset that 
many of her professors treated basic 
Catholic doctrine discussed in class as 
review material although some students 
may not have previous knowledge in this 
area. “I don’t like that the professors 
[make] assumptions. That is 
bothersome,” she said.
“The professors have the mentality 
that everyone here is Catholic,” agreed 
Erin Magner ’03, who is Presbyterian. 
She commented that she was frustrated 
throughout many of her Civ lectures 
concerning basic Catholic theology 
because professors introduced material 
by saying that the forthcoming 
information would be a review from 
CCD classes. But, because she was of 
Protestant background, Magner was 
studying some of this material for the 
first time.
Cigna noticed intolerance of other 
religions in her experiences in Civ as 
well. Throughout lectures concerning 
the Protestant Reformation, Cigna felt 
that Luther was portrayed as more of a 
rebel than an influential figure. “As a 
student, it was hard to sit through class 
and hear of the horrors of Luther,” she 
said.
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Alternate theology classes also 
pose problems for non-Catholic 
b: students. There are few theology 
classes that discuss religions other 
than Catholicism that are offered, 
said Cigna.
Amber Segal ’02, who is Jewish 
and travels home every weekend to 
attend services, agreed, noting her 
growing disappointment with the 
administration over the lack of non­
Catholic theology courses that are 
offered. In fact, upon speaking with 
administration of the Theology 
Department at the start of her college 
career, Segal learned that an Introduction 
to Judaism class had not been offered in 
years. Gillin added, “People don’t have 
a lot of options here. They don’t have 
the opportunity to learn about other kinds 
of things.”
According to Arida, the great stress 
upon Catholicism puts students at a 
disadvantage. Rather than allowing 
students to learn about faiths, especially 
at a time when students may be 
questioning their religious upbringing, 
professors over-emphasize Catholicism 
and ignore the role of other religions, she 
said. “If you’re not taught about [other 
religions], you’re not going to learn 
about them. [PC] needs to open up and 
see that the world is changing,” she said.
Dr. Jeri Gillin, Professor of 
Education, who is Jewish, has also found 
that there is a lack of awareness of 
diversity on campus. “I think that 
students are a little naive to the fact that 
every place is not ‘Catholic.’” For 
instance, Gillin was shocked when one 
student told her that she was the first 
person he had met who was Jewish.
Dekki has found that many students 
are unaware of his religion as well. 
According to Dekki, he does a lot of 
explaining about his religion to others 
on campus. “People assume that 
everyone is Catholic. Most people are 
surprised to learn that I am Lutheran,”
. . . 
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6:30 p.m. Slavin 105
HOW TO APPLY:
Current Sophomores and Juniors can pick up an 
application and additional information in Career 
Services Office, Slavin 105.
Career Planning & Internship Service
Career Services Office - Slavin 105
The more we are exposed to 
one another’s traditions, the 
better off we are. We become 
enriched by what others 
believe.
Rev. Tom Ertle, O.P., 
Chaplain
added Cigna.
Although non-Catholic students feel 
estranged at times, Fr. Ertle said that the 
Chaplain’s Office welcomes students of 
all religions. “We respect everyone’s 
individuality and make it a point to be 
available to everyone,” said Fr. Ertle. 
Referring to the Office as a “facilitator 
of other religions,” Fr. Ertle also 
explained that the Office provides a list 
of surrounding non-Catholic churches to 
students of differing faiths.
A multicultural center of worship like 
that at BC would benefit the PC 
community and increase awareness of 
other religions, according to many 
students. “[A multicultural worship 
center] is a good idea,” said Gillin. “It 
gives a feeling of openness and 
acceptance,” she added.
Dr. Gillin also expressed interest in 
the idea of facilitating non-Catholic 
students in the practice their faith on 
campus. “I wish there could be a non- 
denominational prayer,” she said.
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One passenger reported: “There was a bump and that was not a big deal but we started going faster into the ditch.”
Amtrak train derails in Iowa
by Ben Downing ’03
World Staff
An Amtrak train carrying 210 people 
from Chicago to California derailed in 
rural Iowa, killing one passenger, injur­
ing 96 others, and leaving a zigzagging 
trail of silver cars along a muddy em­
bankment.
The engineer said he felt the train 
"tugging" before the crash Saturday 
night, although investigators said that it 
was too early to say whether a broken 
rail was responsible for the crash. Ted 
Turpin, investigator in charge with the 
National Transportation Safety Board, 
said investigators discovered pieces of 
broken rail amid the wreckage of the 
California Zephyr train. Turpin said the 
goal of the investigation following the 
crash was to determine what happened 
underneath the train (along the rail). 
However, he did stress the difficulty of 
inferring what caused the derailment.
At least seven of the injured passen­
gers were hospitalized, and dozens of 
others were treated for minor injuries. 
Some crew members also were injured, 
an Amtrak spokeswoman said. The 
train's two locomotives and 16 cars were 
carrying 195 passengers and 15 crew 
members, NTSB officials said. Amtrak 
spokeswoman Karen Dunn said com­
pany policy forbids it to release the 
victim's name and a list of passengers.
NTSB investigators, expected to be on 
the scene through tomorrow, said infor­
mation contained in the train's "black 
box" indicated the train was traveling at 
52 miles per hour when it derailed. The 
posted speed for the stretch of track is 
79. About 3,000 feet of track were ripped 
up, and the sections will be tested by the 
NTSB. Turpin said the track was visu­
ally inspected about three times a week, 
although he did not know when it was 
last inspected. The track was also in­
spected once a month by an ultrasound 
device.
"Something appears to have been 
wrong back in the train between the in­
terface of the wheels and the rail— 
something— we still haven't determined 
that," Turpin said Charlie Romstad of 
Colorado Springs, Colo., said that the de­
ceased passenger was his mother, Stella 
Riehl, 69, also of Colorado Springs. 
Romstad, 46, said his mother had gone 
to Des Moines last week because her 
brother, who was living in a Des Moines 
nursing home, had died. "We picked up 
the ashes on Saturday. She was taking 
them back to Colorado Springs when the
TRAIN CRASH
accident happened," Romstad said. At 
the scene, wreckage stretched about one-
quarter of a mile. Two silver cars lay 
across the railroad, and an overturned car 
was parallel to the track in a muddy bank. 
Other cars teetered along the track near 
the snow-covered ground.
The train left Chicago on time at 3:35 
p.m. and was headed to Emeryville, Ca­
lifornia, according to the Amtrak reser­
vation office. Romstad said the train was 
delayed about an hour when his mother 
boarded it in Osceola, Iowa, at 10:50 
p.m. Passenger Mary Clare Maloney, 16, 
of Des Moines, said she was on the top 
deck of a car playing cards. "The first 
thing was where the lights flickered and 
went out," she said. "Then there was a 
bump and that was not a big deal but we 
started going faster into the ditch." She 
said she waited more than an hour in the 
top level of the car to be rescued. Unin­
jured passengers were taken by bus to 
Omaha. Amtrak was arranging for shel­
ter and alternate transportation.
Source: Boston Globe
The Question Marquis 
Ask the Question Marquis
Q: Dear Question Marquis: How many times do I have to tell my roommate that just because he’s stressed out, it's no 
excuse for his "accidentally" gnawing on mv ankles? - Jeffin Seattle
A: 1 am not interested in your problem right now. I am outraged. Do you know that I went to try to purchase a fanner 
today? What kind of world has this become when a marquis cannot cheaply acquire someone to fan him as he sleeps? 
And yet access to an extensive collection of digitized books and journal articles costs less than the price of two pizzas 
a'rifonth? It is making no sense. It is like a horse with two derrieres.
Q: Dear Question Marquis: I’ve got a paper due on Diderots political influence. I figured, "The Question Marquis is 
from the French Enlightenment - maybe he could give me some insight’.’ So... any scoop? - Karen in Santa Monica
A: Yes. You are fortunate you asked. Diderot was an idiot. He had the political influence of my poodle’s phlegm. Do 
you know, he had his Ds coming before his Cs in I'Encyclopedie before I straightened it out for him? If there were a 
French Enlightenment, you can be sure that Denis Diderot knew nothing about it. So you are best behooving to pick a 
new topic. Once you do, go to questia.com to search for an extensive collection of scholarly books and journal articles 
to reference in your paper. That should make up for some of the time you wasted thinking about Diderot. Time that you 
can use to improve the thoughts you will put into a new paper. So Questia will not only save you beaucoup de time, but 
it will also help you to write a better paper. And of course, my loyal readers (you feisty roustabouts, you!) will know 
that Questia also does your footnotes and bibliographies automatically, once you have finished your paper. You can part 
with a few francs for that, can you not?
Ask the Question Marquis is a sporadically produced 
advice column, because proper loving takes time. It is to be 
read with a silly French accent. The views of the Question 
Marquis are his alone and are in no wav to he construed as 
representative of his sponsor. Quest ia. you American pigs.
Questia is only 
$1995* a month.
The lint in my 
pocket is worth 
more than that!
(Longer or shorter 
subscriptions available.)
www.questia.com
“Diderot was an idiot. He had the political influence of my poodle’s phlegm’.’
Q: Dear Question Marquis: I haven't been feeling myself lately. I lash out at the people 1 care about, my cooking 
skills are slipping, and I’m often visited by the ghosts of vegetables I've eaten. I worry I might be losing my mind. 
- Nick in Houston
A: It is a shame that losing one’s mind must inspire fear. It is really not so bad. I myself lost my mind several decades 
ago. I highly recommend it, in fact. The day you want to lose it, just put it under your pillow before you go to sleep, and 
that night, the Mind Fairy will come along and take it, leaving behind anywhere from 50 to 3,000 francs, depending on 
the quality of the gray matter. I got over 1,800 for mine. Yours, being an American mind, will naturally not command 
such a high price. But still, something is better than nothing.
♦Price subject to change. See web site for current pricing. Internet access not 
included. >' 2001 Questia Media. Inc. Questia. the Questia logotype, “Better Papers. 
Faster” the Question Marquis, the Question Marquis signature, and the Question 
Marquis question mark symbol are service marks of Questia Media. Inc.
questia
Better Papers. Faster.
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Brown Daily Herald
advertisement sparks protest
by Jay Higgins ’03
World Editor
Over 4000 copies of this March 13th issue of the Brown Daily Herald were 
stolen in a protest of one its advertisements.
The World... in brief
Commander in massacre escapes a venue.
A paramilitary commander accused 
of organizing a massacre of 38 people 
has escaped from prison, four days after 
suspected drug smugglers freed them­
selves from the same institution, a news­
paper reported. Martin Villa, a right 
wing paramilitary leader, escaped from 
Modelo Prison on February 25, appar 
ently by disguising himself as a visitor 
and walking out, according to interviews 
the El Tiempo newspaper conducted 
with prison authorities. Prison officials 
did not notify the chief prosecutor's of­
fice until after March 9, according to the 
article, which did not say why they took 
so long to reveal Villa’s escape. Prison 
officials have declined to comment.
Premier duties ended
Guinea-Bissau’s President Kumba 
Yalla said yesterday that Prime Minister 
Caetano NTchama. who has been fight­
ing illness since late last year, was no 
longer in office in the West African na­
tion. Yalla said in a decree issued that 
N'Tchama’s prime ministerial duties had 
ended, and political sources said the 
president was in discussions with politi 
cal parties in the former Portuguese 
colony over appointing a successor.
Brown University students stole the 
entire press run of an issue of the Brown 
Daily Herald in an apparent protest of 
an ad that appeared in an earlier issue 
denouncing reparations for slavery.
Herald staff members physically re­
strained a mob of students who tried to 
force their way into the newspaper's of­
fice and destroy the remaining 100 cop­
ies of the paper that carried the ad.
The protesters pounded on the door, 
and demanded an apology and financial 
amends, The Boston Globe reported.
The advertisement had a headline that 
said, “Ten Reasons Why Reparations for 
Slavery is a Bad Idea and Racist Too” 
and a layout that was similar to the Bill 
of Rights. It stated that black Americans 
owed the United States more than it 
owed them.
The Herald became the first Ivy 
League newspaper to print the ad from 
conservative theorist
David Horowitz. It had been rejected by 
at least 18 colleges, including the Co­
lumbia Daily Spectator, the Harvard 
Crimson, and UMass-Amherst's Massa­
chusetts Daily Collegian. Of those that 
ran it, at least four quickly apologized.
The newspaper issued a statement
about its actions.
“We understand that the advertisement 
contains content that some may find dis­
concerting," the statement said. “But we 
will not apologize for printing a legiti­
mate advertisement that may offend 
some of our readership.”
Leaders of Brown's minority student 
associations demanded that the newspa­
per donate the $725 fee received from 
the advertiser to campus minority 
projects and issue a formal statement of 
regret.
They also removed the papers from 
their distribution bins and replaced them 
with fliers that accused the paper of in­
sensitivity.
“I think there's a fine line between free 
speech and being disrespectful and dis­
tasteful, and the Brown Daily Herald 
clearly crossed the line,” sophomore 
Clement Tsao told the Globe.
The newspaper's staff disagreed. It is­
sued a statement calling the seizure of 
the newspapers “an unacceptable at­
tempt to silence our voice,” and added 
that “we will not censor advertisements 
because of their politics, which is what 
we believe our critics wish us to do.”
Source: Boston Globe
Oil rig swamps Brazil
UN to increase Sierra Leone presence
Burning in protest
A 12-year-old girl who set herself on 
fire in Tiananmen Square in a protest 
against China's crackdown on the Falun 
Gong meditation sect has died in a 
Beijing hospital, government-run televi­
sion said. Liu Siying died Saturday night 
of heart failure at Jishuitan Hospital, 
where she had been receiving treatment 
since she and four others set themselves 
ablaze on Jan. 23, Chinese Central Tele­
vision said. One of the four, Liu's mother, 
died that day on the square. The three 
others are still in the hospital's bum unit. 
The Chinese government has said the 
five were members of the Falun Gong 
spiritual group, which it banned 19 
months ago as a threat to social order 
and Communist rule. Falun Gong has 
denied that the five were members, say­
ing its teachings do not condone suicide.
ft;
The United Nations expects to in­
crease its troops in Sierra Leone to 
17,500 from 10,350 within six months 
but has yet to penetrate diamond-min­
ing areas controlled by rebels, accord­
ing to a report released Secretary Gen­
eral Kofi Annan, in requesting that the 
mandate of the UN Mission in Sierra 
Leone be extended six months until the 
end of September, said several nations 
were considering contributing troops to 
the operation, the largest fielded by the 
world body this year.
Official criticizes Bush on emissions
Religion-based riots spread
Canadian officials said they were dis­
appointed by President Bush's decision 
not to impose mandatory carbon diox­
ide emission reductions at electrical 
power plants. Canadian Environment 
Minister David Anderson said Bush's 
change of mind last week would dam­
age the chances of major world powers 
reaching greenhouse gas pollution reduc­
tion targets agreed in Kyoto in 1997.
Hindu mobs joined bloody battles 
between heavily armed Muslims and riot 
police in a northern Indian industrial city, 
leaving six dead in spreading religious 
riots. Kanpur, a leading industrial cen­
ter, was paralyzed as looting and arson 
continued over the alleged burning of a 
copy of the Koran, the Islamic holy book, 
by Hindu fundamentalists in New Delhi. 
Street battles raged between security 
forces and Muslim mobs, mainly mem­
bers of the Student Islamic Movement 
of India, which started attacks against 
police Friday. Hindus joined in rioting 
after the deaths of Hindu officials and 
the looting and arson of their shops and 
offices, police said. Hundreds of riot 
police with shields and bulletproof vests 
patrolled the streets.
Stray canines are sent abroad
In Bucharest, Romania, stray dogs 
will be sent abroad for adoption to save 
them from being put to death, an inter­
national animal rights group said. The 
first 16 dogs were sent Sunday to Brus­
sels, the rights group Animals Without 
Borders said. Requests for adoptions 
have come from as far away as Los An­
geles, spokeswoman Gabriela Ionita 
said. More than 200,000 stray dogs roam 
the streets of the Romanian capital. 
Thousands of residents have complained 
about being bitten by the animals.
California blackouts
The first to clone?
Avi Ben-Abraham, the Israeli doctor 
on the multinational team that an­
nounced in Italy 10 days ago that it 
would clone a person within a year, said 
the technology to perform the procedure 
already exists. All the scientists need is
In the Los Angeles area, state power 
managers ordered rolling blackouts 
across California for a second straight 
day Tuesday, cutting off more than 
125,000 customers as demand for elec­
tricity again exceeded supply.
Source: Boston Globe
Petrobas oil spill has the potential to be the worst environmental disaster ever.
saster, though environmentalists say it 
is impossible to know how serious dam­
age will be.
“The concern is to get the absorption 
barriers around the oil ... and in these 
conditions we expect the environmental 
impact to be minimal," said Carlos 
Henrique Mendes of the environmental 
authority Ibama.
Non-governmental environmentalists 
were also not overly alarmed. "It is not 
a biodiverse area, it is almost off the con­
tinental shelf," said Garo Batmanian, 
secretary general of World Wildlife Fund 
for Nature in Brazil. "The current is also 
not bringing it to the coast."
The platform was in the Roncador oil 
field 78 miles off the coast of Rio de 
Janeiro state in the Campos Basin, which 
provides 80 percent of Brazil's total oil.
The rig, which started operating last 
year, was pumping out 80,000 barrels per 
day of crude, or 5 percent of Brazil's to­
tal, and was expected to be producing 
110,000 bpd by the end of the year. It 
had capacity to pump out 180,000 bpd, 
making it the biggest in the world.
Petrobras shares were down 2.5 per­
cent at 49.80 reais after the company 
announced the rig had sunk. The P-36 
rig cost $350 million and is insured for 
$500 million.
by Jay Higgins ’03
World Editor
The world's largest offshore oil rig 
sank on Tuesday morning, sparking a 
race to contain environmental damage 
off the coast of Brazil five days after 
powerful blasts ripped through the rig 
killing 10 people, said an official with 
state oil giant Petrobras.
Petrobras did not have any informa­
tion on whether there had been a large 
oil spill, but the company has ships 
standing by that it says should head off 
any oil slick, a spokeswoman said.
Up to 395,000 gallons of crude and 
diesel stored in underwater pipelines and 
onboard tanks could be dumped into the 
sea. That amount is just a fraction of 11 
million gallons spilled by the Exxon 
Valdez supertanker into the Alaskan seas 
in 1989, the worst environmental disas­
ter ever.
Three explosions blasted the 40-story 
rig off the coast of Rio de Janeiro last 
week, killing 10 of the 175 workers 
aboard.
Petrobras flew in experts and equip­
ment from around the world to try to 
keep the rig afloat, but early on Tuesday 
morning the rig listed even further and 
later in the morning plunged into the 
ocean in a matter of minutes.
Petrobras has said it has enough boats 
and absorption barriers to prevent a di­
Source: Associated Press
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writer only and do not reflect the view­
point of The Cowl staff.
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five pm on the Monday before publication. 
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RI 02918, fax to 401-865-1202, e-mail to 
thecowl@providence.edu, or hand de­
liver to The Cowl Office in Slavin Cen­
ter 104A. Please call 401-865-2214 with 
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$25.00 PER YEAR BY MAIL. 
Student subscription is 
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The Cowl 
Providence College 
Providence, Rhode Island 02918.
Heralding free
A controversy at Providence 
College’s neighbor, Brown University, 
has shown that free speech and a free 
press are still volatile rights, even in the 
United States. The March 13'h issue of 
the Brown Daily Herald ran an ad paid 
for and written by conservative 
commentator David Horowitz that 
argued that the federal government 
should not pay reparations for slavery.
Following suit of the likes of UC- 
Berkeley and University of Wisconsin- 
Madison, angry students stormed the 
offices of the Herald, threatening the 
paper if their demands were not met. The 
Herald would not give in, and their 
papers were subsequently stolen off the 
racks upon distribution on March 16.
The Brown students’ actions against 
a perceived offense to African- 
Americans were misguided and 
reactionary. These students attempted to 
prevent the free expression of ideas in 
the free and open forum of a student 
newspaper. They misinterpreted and
misapplied their own rights to the 
purpose of a newspaper.
In silencing others, they made 
themselves the violators of the personal 
rights of others and the most wrongful 
group involved. If the protesters really 
found Mr. Horowitz’s views so 
offensive, they would have been wise 
to allow it into the open for discussion, 
where it could be debated and discarded. 
Free speech is inherent to a healthy 
democracy and a responsible press, as 
they are both places where opposing 
ideas come together.
As a paid advertisement, Horowitz 
did not express the views of the Brown 
Daily Herald or the Brown University 
student body. The page was clearly 
labeled “paid advertisement.” 
Advertisements sell products. In this 
case, the ad sold ideas. Students do not 
have to buy them.
Just because an idea is unpopular 
does not mean it should be silenced. The 
publication of controversial
speech 
advertisements spurs healthy democratic 
discussion, even if it creates vehement 
opposition.
Andrew Duprey, a Brown senior, put 
it best when he told the Providence 
Journal, “People here like free speech 
until it offends them. [Taking the papers] 
shows the logical end of censorship.” Just 
like any other presentation of ideas, a 
newspaper’s advertisements and editorials 
do not require acceptance or even attention 
from readers. They are presented as 
opinion and their occurrence should not 
depend on their popularity.
The Cowl applauds the Daily 
Herald's support for free press and free 
dissemination of ideas in a college 
culture awash with different kinds of 
censorship. Despite the overwhelming 
number of campus newspapers that too 
often capitulate to pressure from their 
administrations and student opinion, the 
Brown Daily Herald has shown a true 
commitment to the definition of free 
speech.
Tangents and Tirades
Now that midterms are over, you probably have plenty of time on your hands, so 
why don’t you read Commentary? What else are you going to do until finals?
Walking on Sunshine It’s finally starting to get nice outside, which means that a) we can wear sandals again and b) I am less 
reluctant to voyage back and forth from my dorm on my way to the student center to work on your beloved student publication. 
As a result, I have made two very serious observations about the current state of pedestrian traffic on campus. The first is that 
it’s pretty dangerous, considering most drivers seem to think that pedestrians equal extra points in the video game of life. I 
have had two near-death experiences in the past week while walking to Slavin Center from McDermott. Slow down! The 
second problem is the friendliness quotient: as the weather warms up, hopefully so will people’s smiles. Maybe even a “hello” 
will slip out by accident as we pass our fellow students on the way to class, dinner, etc. —Erin Simmeth ’03
Shed Some Light on the Situation These past few months, the Providence College community has been very concerned 
about the safety of the students both on and off campus. It seems to me that there a few simple things that the college could do 
on campus to make students feel a bit safer. One thing that my friends and I have been noticing is how dark the campus is-at 
night. It is not so much that there aren’t enough lights, although there are a few places on campus that have been overlooked, 
but more that the lights that are there don’t seem to be doing much. They give off very little bright light and, instead, create 
dimly lit orangeish areas that don’t make anyone feel very safe. One step the college can do to make the campus feel a bit safer 
is to get some lightbulbs that really work. —Sasha Gillin ’04
Hey, we’re getting shuttled! For those of you who are continually aggravated by unreliable and infrequent Professional 
Security Shuttles, know that I feel your pain (for whatever that’s worth). Not only do the shuttles not start running until around 4:00 
on the weekends, don’t depend on them to get you anywhere on time or according to schedule. And when they do arrive to pick you 
up, you may never get on or have to sit on the floor because they are so crowded. How is it that other private colleges in proximity 
of a city have their own bus system while ours is confined to two faulty fifteen-passenger vans? —Stephanie Pietros ’04
Not so wacky Herald A great big round of applause goes to the Brown Daily Herald for printing an ad by David Horowitz 
entitled “Ten Reasons Why Reparations [for Slavery] Are A Bad Idea and Racist Too.” My applause is not so much for the 
content of the ad as for the fact that the Herald had the courage to print it (unlike the Harvard Crimson and several other 
papers) and to not apologize for it after some students protested and stole nearly 4,000 copies of the March 16 issue (unlike the 
paper at UC-Berkeley). These days political correctness and left-wing censorship rule the day at many colleges. People like 
me who have hitherto regarded Brown as the epitome of the wacky ultraliberal campus expected that the Herald would refuse 
to print the supposedly inflammatory ad. We were wrong and owe the Herald an apology. The Herald's editors deserve kudos 
for proving that they really do care about free speech for everyone, not just people whose ideas meet politically correct 
standards. —James Kabala ’02
The Graduation Blues As the end of my college career rapidly approaches, the questions concerning what I am going to do 
with my life seem to be piling up fast and furiously, but my response is very slow. Alright, I will be honest—the pace at which 
I am working at to line up a job or even a place to live next year is close to rigor mortis. I am avoiding the real world like it’s 
the bubonic plague, because as far as I am concerned, it may as well be. Who in the real world will be willing to pay me for 
my endless hours spent sitting on a couch playing Playstation Hockey, slurping down Keystone Lights, and ranting about the 
downfall of Ralph Macchio’s film career after My Cousin Vinny. You guessed it, no one! So, until I find a solid position as a 
company’s video game tester and wax philosophe with benefits and a clause in my contract for liquid lunches, I’ll be singing 
the unemployment blues. —Kevin McPhee ’01
Yes, we do eat on weekends Ray Cafe and Alumni Dining Hall seem to have this ill-conceived notion that students starve 
themselves on weekends to stomach all the coffee (or other beverages) they must drink to keep up their work stamina. Pasta, 
sandwiches, the already sparse green lettuce, and most remotely edible food alternatives seem to vanish on the weekends. 
Attendance to either of these on-campus establishments hardly drops off enough to justify such a cut back in what little service 
or food already exists. Sodexho once again calls into question why, oh why, we pay anything more than $3 a meal there.
—Dave Holman ’03
Letters to the Editor________ 
What else do you need for a crime wave?
Can anyone actually define a crime wave? To what point 
would armed robbery, burglary, and rape need to escalate in a 
specific geographic location to be dubbed unusual in both 
magnitude and character? If “wave” could instead be used to 
quantify fear and anxiety brought upon by losing the freedom 
to walk around, then indeed Providence College has a wave 
to consider.
Preventative and awareness classes do not attract students 
for whatever reason. If they do not work, do not use them. 
Thus, what needs to be implemented in this situation is not 
prevention, but protection. While the classes are beneficial in 
theory, in reality those men would still have been waiting for 
that young woman in her car. Perhaps a security guard stationed
in that secluded area of campus would have deterred their 
actions. From the police account, did they not seem nervous 
and indecisive?
Also, a camera that cannot scope the territory it is 
canvassing is as effective as a wooden candle.
Before the school begins planning awareness, let it 
immediately demonstrate its response: visibly heighten 
security.
Jennifer Galante ’00 
Correction: Commentary misprinted Russell P. 
Demoe ’73’s graduation year in his March 1 Cowl 
Letter to the Editor
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The Disappearing Daily:
“Protesting” Brown University Style
by Sasha Gillin ’04
Commentary Staff
When it comes to the first 
amendment it seems that some 
of its “supporters” have a 
cloudy misconception of what 
the amendment is all about. Our 
democratic right to the freedom 
of speech was not written to 
stop at a liberal point of view, 
despite what many may believe. 
The censorship sprouted its ugly 
head once again, this time in our 
own city of Providence.
Last week, angry Brown 
University students staged 
protests against their 
independent student newspaper, 
the Brown Daily Herald, in 
response to an ad run on 
Tuesday by David Horowitz 
entitled “Ten Reasons Why 
Reparations [for Slavery] is a 
Bad Idea and Racist Too.”
The ad angered many 
students who viewed 
Horowitz’s statements as racist 
and insulting. In response, the 
angered students presented their 
demands in a petition to the 
editors of the Herald. The 
ultimatum consisted of two 
components: first that the 
Herald give the money received 
from the ad to minority groups 
on campus, and, second, that the 
Herald run a full-page rebuttal 
on the issue of reparations for 
free, written by the angered 
students. If the demands were 
not met, protesters assured the 
editors that no one would see 
the newspaper when it was 
printed. The Herald refused the 
proposition, and the next day 
5,000 copies of the newspaper 
disappeared shortly after being 
distributed and before reaching 
the student body.
This action by the angered 
Brown University students is 
despicable and extremely 
hypocritical. The main issue at 
stake is not whether Horowitz’s 
ideas are right or wrong but his 
freedom of expression and the 
freedom of the press.
I fully support the Herald's 
decision to print the ad, despite 
its obviously offensive content. 
In fact, I think Horowitz dug his 
own grave by submitting such 
an insulting ad to an openly 
left-wing school. The protesters’ 
impulsive and mindless actions, 
however, make the supposedly 
liberal student body at Brown 
appear closed-minded and self­
contradictory. Ivy League 
schools pride themselves on 
being an open forum for ideas 
where people can exchange 
information free from 
censorship and learn from each 
other. The students at these 
prestigious universities are 
noted around the country for 
being well-informed and some 
of the best minds in the nation, 
yet some of them can’t even 
acknowledge the other side of 
a viewpoint. Thus, their actions 
are contrary to the ideal of free 
speech that the university 
supposedly represents.
I am not condoning 
Horowitz’s ideas by any means,
Constructive dialogue: the “Coalition of Concerned Students” steals the Brown Daily 
Herald’s full run off the racks on Friday, March 16.
and in fact, I find them 
ridiculous. However, I do not 
feel that he should be denied his 
right to express his ideas simply 
because they differ from my 
own. I understand that his 
political ideas differ greatly 
from most Brown students’ 
beliefs, and the Herald was 
aware of this when running the 
ad. Thus, Brown students 
should be confident enough 
with their own positions on 
issues to not fear being swayed 
by a controversial one-page ad 
in a paper.
This issue is ironic since the 
Brown Daily Herald is usually 
quite liberal and shares many of 
the viewpoints of the 
university’s left-wing student 
body. Yet, now, when the 
Herald proves its journalistic 
integrity by considering all 
supporters and additions to the 
paper equally, the student body 
is outraged. It seems to have 
been misunderstood that an ad 
printed by the paper does not 
necessarily express the 
viewpoint of the Herald staff or 
Brown student body.
I applaud the Herald's 
unbending decision to run 
Horowitz’s misinformed ad. It 
is a student’s personal 
responsibility to decide what 
they stand for—it is not the 
decision of the newspaper.
Give the press to the little people
by Stephanie Pietros ’04
Commentary Staff
Upon first glance of my copy of the 
Providence Journal on Saturday 
morning, 1 felt a small surge of 
Providence College pride despite my 
usual cynicism about organized sports. 
On the front page was a huge action shot 
of a PC basketball player. I assumed at 
first glance that we had won the first 
game in the NCAA tournament and 
would be able to advance to the next 
round. Imagine my shock, then, as I soon 
learned that not only had the basketball 
team lost Friday night, but that the 
hockey team, also in the midst of an 
exciting post-season tournament, won 
and were relegated to the back of the 
sports section.
The lack of recognition for our 
victorious hockey team in the 
Providence Journal, while annoying me 
a trifle, only served to exacerbate a 
greater annoyance of mine. Though I 
have only been at PC for a mere semester 
and a half, I have observed that certain 
groups get more recognition on campus, 
regardless of their success (or failure, as 
in the case of the basketball team). The 
most current example of the basketball 
team being recognized for their failure 
while the hockey team was not 
recognized for their success is not the 
fault of the administration or other forces 
on campus but rather that of the local 
press. There are numerous examples of 
this on campus, however. Let the 
following serve to illuminate those 
groups which I have noticed receive little 
or no acknowledgment of their success 
on campus.
Yes, they got game, too: Women’s club rugby, yet another neglected 
Providence College activity
During the fall season, the Women’s 
Rugby Club finished in their division on 
the same level as their male counterparts. 
The Men’s Club, however, were 
rewarded with a lengthy newspaper 
article, while our very own student 
newspaper made no mention of the 
Women’s Club. It seems that many 
women’s sports teams take a back seat 
to their male counterparts outside of the 
press, as well. Oftentimes women’s 
hockey and basketball games are at 
inconvenient times in the afternoon 
while the men’s teams play conveniently 
on Friday or Saturday nights. The men’s 
basketball team plays to sold out crowds 
at the Civic Center while the barely 
mentioned women’s team is stuck in 
Alumni Hall.
The general lack of recognition 
women’s sports teams receive only pales 
in comparison to the total lack of 
acknowledgment which non-athletic 
groups receive on campus. How many 
people attend music department concerts 
or the College Bowl competitions? How 
many students even know that these 
events even occur? Why doesn’t Friar 
Boy serve as a proud mascot at these 
events, and why are there no Friar’s Club 
escorts there? Where are the table tents, 
posters, and mass e-mails to publicize 
non-sporting spectator events?
It is hard to pinpoint exactly who or 
what is the cause of the general oversight 
of large portions of the student body. On 
the most basic levels, the national 
attention and money which our sports 
teams receive, especially teams like 
men’s basketball, are probably a huge 
factor in the push for recognition of these 
teams over other groups also deserving 
praise. Perhaps, however, it is not 
merely the fault of forces confined to PC 
which has caused this great oversight 
present on our campus. Perhaps the 
problem lies in who and what our society 
recognizes as being good, admirable, and 
heroic.
Professional sports players, actors, 
and actresses are paid millions of dollars 
for being the best in their field and are 
worshipped as cultural icons in 
magazines, on television, and the 
Internet. But how often do you see 
doctors, scholars, or Nobel Prize winners 
even mentioned in magazines such as 
People? How often do these people 
make the best or worst dressed list, and 
how often do they get primetime 
coverage on TV? And what has the 
worship of athletes and actors done for 
us as a society except condone the idea 
that low standards of moral and ethical 
behavior are acceptable when one is 
making millions of dollars? What has it 
done except create situations where 
parents kill each other over youth hockey 
games and families are divided when 
teenage actors petition for independence 
from parents who handle their earnings 
incorrectly?
So the hockey team got slighted this 
weekend in local media coverage. 
Here’s to not only the hockey team but 
also to every other group on campus who 
achieves but is not publicly recognized. 
Let’s hope that certain indicators in our 
society force us to reexamine who we 
hold in high esteem and honor those who 
also deserve it.
The cutest BDB date around: www.providence.edu/thecowl
The Cowl 14 Commentary March 22, 2001
Oh yes, it’s back...
Heart of the Matter
It’s not like we were that into Julia Butterfly Hill, even though she was truly 
chill—in this special feature, the big bosses of your Commentary Staff compare 
notes on one very special guest speaker.
Neo-hippie relativism doesn't  cut the butter
by Dave Holman ’03
Commentary Editor
Do you ever get a feeling when a 
phone solicitor calls, no matter how 
wonderful the offer or deal may sound, 
that something is just not right? It may 
be a free cruise or time at a resort, but as 
soon as you begin asking the pointed 
questions, you usually figure out the 
catch. While Julia Butterfly Hill is a far 
cry from the sleaze of phone marketing, 
falling on the side of a great message, a 
little digging past the surface of her 
beliefs, feelings, and presentation reveals 
a disturbing philosophy rife with 
contradictions.
In all fairness, Julia Butterfly Hill’s 
story is an amazing tale of courage. The 
way she sold all of her possessions in 
her existential quest for meaning, 
withstood the murderous 300-mile-an- 
hour helicopter updrafts thanks to 
Maxxam logging company, and defied 
laws required great mettle and a leap of 
faith particularly unique in the modern 
materialist conforming culture. 
Certainly, though, Hill does not need a 
mere college writer to confirm this.
Upon examination of the 
undercurrents of her presentation here at 
Providence College, the problem does 
not lie in her environmentalism or her 
conservation concerns, but rather a belief 
system bereft of developed thought and 
steeped in relativism.
Hill offered her plan for people to 
make a small difference as consumers. 
This system is not the problem, 
considering that purchasing power, 
special interest groups, and cooperatives 
can be quite effective. Her 
environmentalist approach calls for 
“tree-free paper,” bringing your own 
mug, eating Vegan, and so on. She 
essentially calls for people to forsake 
rather than conserve, giving up all 
products that could remotely hurt the 
environment. She dives right into the 
stereotypes which she allegedly 
despises, giving the typical liberal/ 
environmentalist line against SUV’s and 
corporations in general while failing to 
explain a coherent argument and waiting 
to hop aboard a 737 which sucks oil from 
the same well as the SUV. With her 
radical views on use and consumption, 
for her to not be a walking contradiction, 
she would have to bike across the 
country on Indian trails. But I digress.
In response to her experience of a 
logging corporation’s apparent unlimited 
freedom on its land, Hill asserts that we 
should not be able to own land, but only 
be mere “stewards of the Earth.” It is true 
that we all have responsibilities to 
appropriately care for the land but to say 
that ownership of the land is wrong is 
ridiculous. Property, in capital, materials, 
and land, is an essential human right as 
a product of our work and labor. Such a 
move would prevent vilified loggers 
from taking home fruits of their labor just 
as her act of civil disobedience proposed 
to do.
With such an attitude, Julia Butterfly 
Hill forgets that, while valuable and 
worth protecting, this world is not the 
end for humans. Contrary to her beliefs, 
the Earth cannot “love us” 
unconditionally nor can a tree be our 
“greatest teacher and best friend.” Try 
throwing a baby out in nature. It will not 
survive. Our “mother, Earth” will neither 
love nor care for the child. Only people 
and God can be our best friends. People 
care for people. Hill brings nature up to 
the level of human beings, but plants and 
animals will never be able to know 
abstractly and choose freely. Objects in 
nature can have emotion, but this 
spinning third rock from the sun cannot 
have an intimate relationship with us.
By stretching her beliefs into a 
system, Hill has chipped away at any 
basic understanding of the human 
person’s relationship to nature; but in her 
New Age closing stretching ritual, she 
asked everyone there to repeat, “We are 
justice, we are truth.” I, for one, certainly 
hope that I am neither justice nor truth. 
We are not our own truth. There is truth 
out there apart from us. Hill does not 
recognize that probably because it would 
require her to critically and thoughtfully 
examine what she believes and stop 
“ignitfing] passion” for just a moment.
There are great crimes and injustices
No, she did not do this at PC: Julia Butterfly Hill atop her giant 
redwood and home for two years, Luna.
going on in the world, and we do indeed 
have a moral responsibility to care for 
the land. But Hill’s radicalism is not the 
solution. Even ignoring the issue of 
logging and the environment, Hill’s 
philosophy is egotistical, relativist, 
pantheistic, and embraces the 
stereotypes of her comrades in 
continuing to throw out God and reason 
in the great cause for conservation.
Going against the grain to save the wood
by Erin Simmeth 03
Asst. Commentary Editor
Julia Butterfly Hill’s recent appearance at 
Providence College drew one of the largest and 
youngest audiences I have seen at any academic 
presentation at our school. Many Providence College 
students knew of Julia Butterfly from the news or 
television and were generally divided between those 
who were interested in her story and those who asked, 
“Why would anyone want to do THAT?” Although 
many expressed an intrigue in hearing about someone 
who had spent her life fighting for a tree, others 
dismissed Hill as “an environmental nut” who had 
clearly achieved little of worth and was only famous 
as a freak who belonged in the Guiness Book Of World 
Records.
Hill addressed this attitude in the beginning of her 
highly emotive presentation as a symptom of a culture 
that worships material wealth as the only signpost of 
success. According to Hill, she is considered a failure 
by some because she has not “achieved” financial 
success in her life as an activist. The truth is that Julia 
has a business degree and was actually a successful 
businesswoman, but found no existential reward in a 
life lived in pursuit of money. She turned to activism 
as a means to express her deep passion and concern 
for the future of the last great forests remaining in 
northwestern America.
Julia Butterfly described her first encounter with 
the Great Sequoias as a quasi-religious experience. 
Those who have seen these forests know the feeling 
she described of being overwhelmed by their sheer 
massiveness and antiquity. Such giant life-forms exude 
a tangible energy that lends a special power to their 
towering trunks, making the forests a highly spiritual 
area unlike many other places in America. The Sequoia 
forests are older than anything men have created and 
almost as tall. The tragedy is that every day the 
Redwoods continue to fall to make room for more cattle 
to graze and to provide fodder for the hungry paper 
mills and lumber yards.
The attitude persists that the trees must fall to satisfy 
the demands of business. Just as a person becomes 
successful when he makes money, the trees are only 
worth the jobs and profit they create. However, Hill 
described a different attitude in which there are certain 
things that are worth more than money. Although 
conserving the ancient redwoods does not necessarily 
make good business sense, it makes good life sense to 
protect the last vestiges of a natural history that has 
already been squandered for the love of money.
Julia Butterfly’s message touched many because of 
her insistence that every individual can get involved in 
the same struggle without giving everything up and 
moving to northern California to join a radical group 
such as EarthFirst. Hill stated that our every-day 
choices can be a part of the solution, such as avoiding 
paper products, enabling recycling efforts, and refusing 
to eat beef (since the production of one fast-food 
hamburger requires the clearance of 3 square feet of 
forest). In this way, every person can be involved in 
ending the rapid consumption of trees in our country.
Hill is not the most learned person to give a speech 
in Feinstein Academic Center. Her brow is not wrinkled 
with years of research in a musty library or furrowed 
with the pressures of philosophical inquiry. Instead, 
Julia Butterfly Hill burns with the intensity and passion 
required to dedicate one’s life to fighting for a cause 
that transcends business and politics to a level of pure 
spirituality. Hill feels a true kinship with the trees for 
which she risked her own well-being, and this spills 
over into her highly emotive speaking style. Although 
some people would prefer to dismiss her activism as 
half-baked, new-age, radical tree-hugging, the truth is 
that Hill spends her life crusading to protect a very 
special and powerful part of the Earth that is constantly 
threatened by the encroaching demands of industry.
Julia Butterfly Hill attracts a large and captive audience 
not only because of the strength of her publicity, but also 
because her message is so refreshing in comparison to 
the status quo in our society which claims that success is 
somehow equatable to material wealth. Although some 
might try to dismiss environmental activism as the 
obsession of trendy bored upper middle-class liberals, 
the movement thrives on the passion and dedication of 
individuals such as Julia Butterfly Hill who do not fear 
being called “failures” by the majority who continues to 
place their own needs above the future of our Earth and 
its remaining sacred places.
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Rhode Island’s ridiculous snow fears
By Kevin McPhee ’01
Commentary Staff
At last the snow is starting 
to melt, and we can start to see 
spring approaching on the hori­
zon after months of snow. I 
never thought I would say this, 
but I’m glad that the snow is 
receding and that warm weather 
is just a couple weeks away. I’m 
glad that this great white win 
ter of ours is coming to a close 
because I do not think I could 
sit through another local news 
update about potential blizzards 
or listen to any more complain 
ing about the amount of snow 
we have had this- winter and 
how any more snow would lead 
to the end of mankind or some 
thing asinine like that. How can 
you complain about snow? This 
winter has been perfect: we re­
ceived plenty of snow, had 
school cancellations, and had 
plenty of opportunities and 
fresh powder for skiing. The 
fact that anyone would com 
plain about snow is ridiculous.
Sure, the snow makes driv 
ing hellish, but this is Rhode 
Island; the driving is always 
atrocious, so suck it up and do 
the best you can out there in the 
auto slalom. I would rather be 
buried up to my waist in snow 
than have a winter full of dry 
and blisteringly cold days that 
give you hypothermia the sec 
ond you head out for class. The 
snowstorms made it warmer, 
plus it gave us something to 
play with and keep our minds 
occupied for a couple of months 
until spring break came along.
Unfortunately, all the snow 
ball fights in the world cannot 
make up for the annoyance in­
directly caused by local news 
and weather reports. These lo­
cal reporters have a most dis­
torted flare for the dramatic. 
They take a chance of flurries, 
blow it out of proportion, and 
broadcast news of inclement 
weather as if it were the apoca­
lypse. Local weathermen in­
struct senior citizens to make 
their peace with God and get to 
the grocery store before all the 
canned prune juice is gone. 
Then when the storm hits, we 
end up hating the weatherman 
for giving us the false hope of 
school cancellations. Even on 
the rare occasions when their 
predictions were on target and 
we got ravaged with snow, the 
local news teams made like 
amateur Oliver Stones and put 
together overly dramatic news 
reports about local citizens and 
the hardships of shoveling.
How hard can shoveling 
possibly be? You scoop up the 
snow, carry it over to your 
neighbor’s driveway, and start 
a pile so that he has to get up 
one hour earlier for work to dig 
his car out of the snowy abyss 
you created in his front yard. 
Channel Ten and Channel 
Twelve newscasters spent many 
snow days trying to write up 
sappy human interest stories 
about towns that were inundated 
with snow and conducted hard 
hitting interviews that spawned 
pricelessly idiotic quotes like, “I 
guess we will just have to keep 
on shoveling until the snow lets 
up.” How long did it take you 
to reach that conclusion, 
Columbo? This winter proved 
how lazy we have become, in 
that we receive a few feet 
of snow and everyone is 
running around like it’s 
the dawn of nuclear war. 
Pick up a shovel, sand 
your driveway, defrost 
your car, and stop whin 
ing about the snow as if 
you had been drafted to 
go to Vietnam or some 
thing.
Personally, I would 
rather shovel the snow, 
have school cancelled, 
watch Starsky and Hutch 
reruns’, and have snow 
ball fights than have to 
get up each morning and 
have my extremities turn 
a crisp navy blue from the 
hellishly cold air of a 
typical winter day. So, to 
my dear incompetent fel­
lows at the local news sta­
tions, as we go through 
our daily lives and hear of 
school shootings and 
continued terror in the 
Middle East, it’s quite 
trite and ridiculous that 
snowstorms are always 
the top story in the news 
casts. We get the point 
that winter is tough and 
the snow is a pain to re 
move, but get on with 
your lives. Stop sending 
field reporters out to re­
lay information back to 
the studio about the con 
tinued status of the snow. 
I am honestly starting to 
believe that meteorolo­
gist is just a big word for re 
porter of the obvious. Doppler, 
schmoppler. Meteorologists are 
just people who report what 
they see going outside the win­
Oh stop already! Some older citizens handle the so-called “worst 
snow storm of the last 50 years.”
dow of their office and exagger 
ate an expected snowfall so that 
millions of people flock to the 
supermarket to stock up their 
fallout shelters because the lo 
cal “weather expert” made a 
thunderstorm sound like the 
Japanese were coming to return 
the favor for Nagasaki.
PC’s split personality: Good Catholics 
by day, bar-hoppers by night
by James Kabala ’02
Commentary Staff
Providence College has a split 
personality. Going to Mass on Sunday 
is an almost heartwarming experience. 
While Mass attendance rates may not be 
high by the standards of the 1950’s, they 
are certainly high compared to my 
hometown, where an appearance by 
more than five people between 15 and 
25 is a cause for celebration. Aquinas 
Chapel even used to be more than half 
full on holy days of obligation.
Friday and Saturday nights tell a 
different story. Whether it is accurate or 
not, PC has a reputation as a drinking 
school. In reality, things are.probably 
much the same on nearly every campus. 
The remarkable thing then is the way that 
PC students are able to 
compartmentalize their religious 
observances and their personal behavior. 
Of course, many of the more devout 
students actually obey the drinking laws 
while many of the more outrageous 
lushes last entered a church in 1993 or 
so, and yet there remains a lot of overlap 
between the churchgoers and the 
drinkers. Perhaps the dual nature of the 
PC community is best shown by the 
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day—a day 
named after a saint and also devoted to 
drinking.
Even more disgusting than the 
drinking itself is the way that it creates a 
pervasive culture of deceit. From fake 
ID’s asserting that the bearer is 25 and 
from Texas to people who tell the shuttle 
driver they want to go to CVS after it is 
closed, far too much of the PC culture is 
based upon lies and deception.
Aiming to change this culture is
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You’ll never make a saint of me: 
You’ll find PC students in the 
apartments having a grand 
time on Saturday night... and 
less than 24 hours later 
they’re praying for 
forgiveness in St. Dominic.
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, which 
recently announced a plan to start 
MADD chapters on college campuses. 
(I guess you don’t have to be a mother 
to be a member.) Boston University 
already has a chapter. PC’s Shaun 
Adamec is heavily involved in the effort. 
Maybe this will have an effect, but I am 
not very sanguine about it.
Despite my strong anti-underage 
drinking views expressed above, I really 
have to wonder if it might not be better 
if the drinking age were lowered to 18. 
I do not advocate this as an approach to 
every widely violated law, but there are 
cases where a law becomes such a 
complete joke and “dead letter” that it 
might as well be repealed. The laws 
forbidding alcohol consumption were 
widely perceived as paper tigers of this 
sort (although in reality alcohol 
consumption was cut in half during the 
Prohibition era), and this seems to be 
even more true for the drinking-age laws. 
At least an age of 18 would decrease the 
need for deceit.
The main argument against lowering 
the drinking age is that, according to the 
MADD website, almost 15,000 lives 
have been saved by the establishment of 
the national drinking age at 18 in 1984. 
Supposedly, the lower age decreases the 
number of drunk driving deaths. If this 
is true, then, of course, the drinking age 
should be retained. Saving even one life 
is worth it. However, I really have to 
wonder if the law is as effective a 
lifesaver as it is claimed to be. In my 
experience, it seems as though the 
drinking age has almost no effect on 
anyone’s behavior. It seems as though 
anyone who wants to drink defies the 
law, while those who do not drink are 
those who would not drink anyway or at 
least would drink very responsibly. 
Perhaps better drunk-driving education 
is the real cause of the decrease in deaths.
When I was discussing this issue with 
a friend the other day, he pointed out that 
the law does have some effect, namely 
because nice clubs he wanted to get into 
forbade his entry because he was under 
21. In a way, though, this only proves 
my point. Nice places where people 
drink socially without getting drunk 
enforce the law, while seedy bars where 
people get smashed do not. As a result, 
only the good suffer.
If the drinking age is not lowered, I 
perversely believe, then it should be 
raised. The age of 21 has no relation to 
the stages in a person’s life. As things 
stand now, people who get alcohol 
bracelets for PC events pass them on to 
their underage friends and once again 
make a mockery of the law. If the 
drinking age were 23, this would not 
happen. Furthermore, if a drinking age 
of 21 really saves lives, a higher age 
would save even more.
As for the alcohol culture, perhaps 
things will get better on their own after 
all. At other colleges, many fraternities 
have gone alcohol-free. At the 2000 
Junior Ring Weekend, drinking went on, 
but things were much more restrained 
than at the reportedly very wild 1999 
JRW. Maybe our students are beginning 
to learn their lesson. Just as you cannot 
serve both God and Mammon, you 
cannot give your heart to both St. 
Dominic and Prime Time.
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Just another war we cannot win
by Ryan McLeod ’01
Commentary Staff
Over the last twenty years, the United 
States has spent billions on its “war” 
against drugs. From Nancy Reagan’s 
“Just Say No” campaign to the D.A.R.E. 
program and mandatory minimums to 
the Betty Ford Clinic, Americans have 
fought back against drug abuse. Yet the 
demand for drugs stays the same; 
families watch as their sons, daughters, 
brothers, and sisters succumb to 
addiction. It seems clear that we are 
losing this war, but our elected officials 
refuse to admit it. They call for tougher 
sentencing and more aid to Latin 
American nations to combat the drugs 
where they are manufactured. It is time 
for us to think anew and come up with 
better solutions to our problems. Before 
we can do that, we must come to grips 
with why we are losing this so-called 
“War on Drugs.”
We are losing the battle because we 
are ignoring two fundamental rules of 
economics, as well as attempting to 
change human nature. The first rule of 
economics that we have forgotten is what 
happens after the breakup of a monopoly. 
When you break up a monopoly, several 
other businesses crop up to pick up the 
slack left by the monopoly. In other 
words, if we were to break up Cox 
Communications, the local cable 
company, two or three companies would 
start up in the next few months to offer 
the services that Cox Communications 
once did. It happened when the Ma Bell 
telephone monopoly was broken up 
twenty years ago and again when 
Mexico broke up the Tijuana cartel and 
the U.S. helped Colombia break up the 
Medellin cartel earlier this decade.
The second rule of economics that we
Quick—smile! They’re looking at us! President Bush and Colombian 
President Andres Pastrana meeting at the White House in February to 
discuss cooperation in the drug war.
currently overlook is that of supply and 
demand. The idea behind our drug policy 
is that if we disrupt the supply, the 
demand will fall because the price will 
become exorbitant. But the price is 
already exorbitant and demand has not 
fallen one bit. There are two flaws in 
this logic: Who is demanding the cocaine 
and where does the supply come from?
For every drug addict scraping cash 
together for another high, there are 
successful business executives, artists, or 
rich kids who are recreational users or 
are hiding their addiction by setting aside 
a portion of their income to pay for it.
Cocaine comes from a plant—coca— 
which can be grown anywhere in Latin 
America. All you need is warm weather, 
farmers to plant and harvest the coca, and 
the chemical know-how to convert the 
coca to cocaine.
We refuse to admit that poverty 
motivates otherwise good people to get 
involved in the drug trade. The reason 
that many Latin American farmers grow 
coca is not because they are evil people, 
but rather because it is their ticket out of 
poverty. We have tried bribing them to 
grow another crop, like coffee, but coca 
is not susceptible to market conditions 
like coffee or bananas are. As long as 
the United States prohibits its citizens 
from using cocaine, the price will remain 
high enough to ensure that everyone 
involved—the supplier, the farmer, the 
cop paid to look the other way, the 
trucker, and the dealer—makes money 
on the deal.
So how do we change our fortunes in 
this war? Instead of attacking the supply 
of cocaine, let’s attack the demand. 
Rather than sentence non-violent drug 
users to jail, sentence them to clinics 
where they can receive treatment for 
their addiction. Some will argue this 
decriminalizes narcotics, but non-violent 
drug offenders do not directly hurt 
anyone other than themselves. And know 
this: withdrawal is no picnic.
Another possibility involves ending 
the prohibition on narcotics. As one 
history professor at PC stated, “There’s 
only two things you can do with drugs— 
prohibit it or legalize it.” Legalization 
would effectively destroy the narcotics 
trade, as Dr. Ken Sharpe of Swarthmore 
College pointed out in his lecture here a 
few weeks ago on the drug war in 
Colombia; if you had a prescription for 
cocaine, it would cost you $10-$ 15 an 
ounce at a pharmacy. It costs $250-$300 
an ounce on the street. Legalization 
would destroy the illegal drug trade, 
lower crime, save us millions on 
interdiction, and allow us to fight the war 
on the battlefield where we have a 
chance to actually win: in the field of 
health.
It is time for us to think anew and 
fashion new solutions to the challenges 
our nation will face in the 21st century. 
We will never eradicate drug use among 
people, but we can limit the damage they 
wreak on our families and our 
communities by decriminalizing drugs 
and sentencing users to clinics rather 
than jails.
Letter: Generosity and talent abound at Black History Banquet
Our annual Black History Banquet on the 24th of 
February was very well attended by not only students 
and faculty; but by some administrators as well. There 
was also support of those who could not attend but 
sent donations. The Balfour Center is greatful for these 
measures of encouragement that contribute to our 
success.
In an earlier article, in The Cowl, it was mentioned 
that Jillian Rose, Tylea Richards, both of the class of 
’04, and Yashimet Robinson (a performing guest) gave 
impassioned tributes to the men, women, and children 
who were enslaved, during the era of American History. 
It should be noted that these students and our guest 
wrote their own tributes. I had only charged that they 
speak from their hearts and interprets the words edited 
by author Julius Lester from his book To Be A Slave in 
their own fashion. They went a step further.
Cory Cabral -of Student Congress and its diversity 
committee asked to bring the prologue and to introduce 
the series of tributes that would be spoken at the 
banquet. His somber rendition was touching as were 
the words spoken by Julia Perez ’01 and Ronald 
Cartiledge ’04. Ronald and Julia selected the enslaved 
men and women whose words they wanted to speak 
that had been cited in To Be A Slave. This made the 
renditions all the more personal and poignant.
Special Guest, the college star male A’Capella 
group, and Kappy Boise provided inspirational music. 
Thank you Special Guest and Kappy.
Father Smith, who brought greetings from the 
college, responded to the theme Up From Slavery, the 
autobiographical and prophetic words of Booker T. 
Washington by emphasizing that the banquet was a 
special occasion “to recall and re-experience...the 
Black expereicne in this nation.” It is a history that 
began “with a tortured induction into ‘the land of 
liberty’ through the horrors of slavery” and continued 
“with centuries of segregation and discrimination.” It 
is also a history “that is rich with extraordinary 
contributions to the conscience, religion, labor, military, 
culture and politics of this nation.” He concluded by 
challenging each one “to do our part to fashion a society 
where everyone will be judge, not by the color of their 
skin, ... but by the ‘content of their character.’”
What impressed me most was the generosity each 
of the participants expressed in their willingness to 
participate in the banquet beyond what they had been 
asked to do. Providence College students have talents 
yet undiscovered and unheralded. I want the community 
to know, as I have become privileged to know, how 
very talented, indeed, all of you are. I wish to challenge 
each of you to continue sharing your talents and to never 
“hide them under a bushel,” but to use your words, 
your music, and your heartfelt passions to make the 
campus the kind of village you want it to become. The 
Balfour Center will always provide opportunities for 
you to utilize your talents in the causes of cross cultural 
unity and friendships. You are invited to contact us 
whenever you’re willing to do this. As our motto 
proclaims, “Diversity is About All of Us!”
Dr. Wilesse Comissiong 
Dean of the Balfour Center for Multicultural Affairs
Cowl Editorial Staff, 1948: 
Yes, we’re still having this 
much fun... 51 years later. 
Well, minus the ties and 
pipes. Kind of like that 
risque fella in the back.
To follow in this grand tradition of questionable humor and 
plenty to say, apply to The Cowl at Slavin 104A. Bring a 
writing sample. No ties required. Pipes optional.
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WE ARE HIRING!
Be part of one of the most exciting and interesting organizations on 
campus. If you are looking to try something new or gain experience in
journalism, in either writing or business, then come by The Cowl in
Slavin 104A and pick up an application.
Sections Hiring:
Advertising / Business
Commentary
Features
Clubs and Organizations*
Please bring a sample of your work
Circulations
Web Design
Copv Editing
Papers from a class will not be accepted.
A&E
(writers and cartoonists)
News
Sports
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Short 
Takes
Heartbreakers
by Dave Quinn ’04
A&E Staff
Director David Mirkin, whose last 
picture was the hysterical Romy and 
Michelle's High School Reunion, gives 
us another tale of love, greed and 
complication in Heartbreakers. 
Starring Sigourney Weaver and 
Jennifer Love Hewitt, Heartbreakers 
delivers the laughs we’ve come to 
expect from Mirkin.
The plan is simple: Max (Weaver) 
gets wealthy men to marry her, 
daughter Page (Hewitt) seduces them, 
and then Max divorces the man and 
cashes out with a settlement. After 
conning Dean (Ray Liotta), a 
reposessed car shop owner, they decide 
to take on bigger cases.
Enter William E. Tensie (Gene 
Hackman), CEO of Tensie Tobacco and 
the girls’ next seduction. But it’s just 
not that easy...meddling, mishaps and 
love ensue. One side is pitted against 
the other and on ly God knows how it ’ 11 
all go down. When Page starts to fall 
for bartender Jack (Jason Lee, 
Mallrats') her loyalties are tested. This 
begins a wild ride that might not end 
the way you think.
Max and Page’s fiery relationship 
is entertaining to watch. Their mother 
daughter chemistry makes it 
believable. The scenes where Max 
comes to terms with Page’s maturation 
work really well. It’s fun watching Max 
and Page as con artists—changing 
names, costumes, accents, and 
personalities in each situation they’re 
in. The supporting cast is also strong. 
Gene Hackman is funny as the tobacco 
owner who believes, despite his 
physical condition, that cigarettes are 
harmless, and Jason Lee’s portrayal of 
the bartender who falls in love with 
Page adds just the right amount of heart 
to the film. The actors seem to click 
and the plot moves along well. 
Heartbreakers takes its audience on a 
whirlwind of plot twists and surprises 
with an unexpected ending. It isn’t 
award-worthy, but it’s surprisingly 
enjoyable.
Grade: B
Borderline Hit
by Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Staff
The title of Gore Verbinski’s new ad­
venture/ romantic comedy, The Mexican, 
refers to the name of a one of a kind, 
very valuable, very cursed pistol owned 
by a young man living somewhere in 
urban Mexico. Brad Pitt stars as Jerry 
Welbach, who is being forced by a local 
boss, Nayman (Bob Balanban), to per­
form “jobs” for the mob after causing a 
car accident that resulted in a powerful 
mob figurehead being sent to jail. His 
“last” job is to go to Mexico, retrieve
The Mexican
Directed by Gore Verbinski
Providence Place
the pistol, and bring it back to Nayman. 
But, Jerry’s girlfriend, Samantha (Julia 
Roberts), throws a wrench into the pro­
cess. When Jerry tells her he needs to go 
to Mexico instead of going to Las Vegas 
with her, she refuses to listen to his ex­
cuses about being killed if he doesn’t go. 
After throwing everything Jerry owns at 
him, she decides to dump him and drive 
to Vegas by herself, only to get dragged 
into Jerry’s deal when she finds herself 
being chased by one hitman (Sherman 
Augustus) and kidnapped by another 
(The Sopranos' James Gandolfini). The 
rest of the movie simultaneously follows 
Jerry’s slipups and hijinks in Mexico, 
and the development of a touching 
friendship between Samantha and her 
kidnapper, Leroy.
Many moviegoers may be pleasantly 
surprised by Verbinski’s latest effort (he 
last brought us 1997’s family comedy 
MouseHunt). Thanks to cinematogra­
pher Dariusz Wolski, the scenes that take 
place in Mexico give us a feel for the 
environment, with dim lighting and tint­
ing in the urban scenes and red tinting 
in the dry, hot desert scenes. The writ­
ing is also solid, with many witty one- 
liners thrown in by writer J.H. Wyman, 
as well as a couple of memorable con­
versations between Samantha and Leroy. 
The story behind The Mexican is well 
presented, with parts told by different 
characters at different times, and pre­
sented in a flashback style on slower 
film, creating the look of a silent, black 
and white western.
The Mexican's biggest problem is a lack 
of chemistry between Roberts and Pitt. 
They fight in most of the scenes that they
South of the border, down Mexico way:
An exhausted Jerry (Brad Pitt) and Samantha (Julia Roberts) cuddle after 
their myriad of Mexican adventures.
are in together, and the arguing often 
doesn’t serve its purpose of endearing 
them to us. Instead, it’s just annoying. Still, 
Pitt does do a good job with the comic 
side too. His frustrated mob lackey gains 
our support in his efforts to find and keep 
the pistol. Roberts also wins us over even 
tually, with her character moving from 
shallow and grating in the beginning to 
good-hearted and earnest in the end.
Surprisingly, much of the best chem 
istry lies in the relationship that devel­
ops between Samantha and Leroy. Rob­
erts and Gandolfini make their scenes be­
lievable, with a mixture of wit and 
warmth. Gandolfini shines as an unlikely 
hitman, with a range that brings us from 
laughter to empathy.
The Mexican is a good movie. The 
action is continually moving, the plot is 
complex enough to keep the audience in­
terested, and there is enough of a roman­
tic touch to make it a great date movie. 
Grade: B
The Department of Modern Languages presents
The 1st Annual Department of Modern Languages Film Festival
ElAbuelo (Spain, 1998)
Monday, March 26
Cinema Paradiso (Italy, 1988)
Tuesday, March 27
Jesus de Montreal (Canada, 1989)
Wednesday, March 28
The Harmonists (Germany, 1997) 
Thursday, March 29
Showtimes are 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM in Moore Hall I. Each film will be preceeded by a brief introduction, and all films will be 
shown in their native language with English subtitles.
Admission is free, and refreshments will be served at each show, so go get cultured.
For more information, contact the Department of Modern Languages at ext. 2111
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Everyday is a winding road
by Mark Balas ’03
Asst. A&E Editor_________
Dave. You love him, you 
hate him, you’ve had no 
personal contact with him but 
he’s always with you. He 
makes you laugh, makes you 
cry, drives you to blast his 
rootsy rock out of your 
window on spring days, and 
causes you to set your alarm
Dave Matthews Band 
Everyday
RCA/BMG
for 9:55 on a Saturday 
morning, just so he can make 
a serious dent in your credit 
limit. To say that he has 
dedicated fans would be an 
understatement, rivaling the 
complete devotion of Pearl 
Jam and U2 fanatics, who live 
and die by their favorite bands 
like a Christian follows the 
Apostles’ Creed. Dave 
Matthews and his band are all 
humans, though, and there is 
no better example of their 
humanity than in the push and 
pull of their latest release, 
Everyday.
It’s clear from the first note 
of the first song (and single) 
of Everyday, “I Did It,” that 
the Dave Matthews Band isn’t 
preaching to the converted. “I 
Did It,” opens with a one-beat 
crash of a grinding electric 
guitar and hard cymbals, then 
introduces the song with an 
electric guitar solo. The 
cryptic lyrics create a hard- 
edged psychedelic
atmosphere that add to the 
aesthetic of the song and 
combine with the driving 
drumming of Carter Beauford 
that propels the song’s tempo 
forward, until it abruptly 
stops, acting as a wake-up call 
to the Dave dreamers 
expecting more of the same.
The next two songs start in 
form with more traditional
Italy's Jewish Heritage
A Slide Presentation
By
Stefania Nicotra,
Executive Editor, Italy Italy Magazine 
and Monica Semenaro
Sponsored by
The Italian American Historical Society of R.I. 
ITALY-ITALY magazine and the 
Department of Modem Languages
At
PROVIDENCE COLLEGE, 
MOORE HALL III
Thursday, March 29, 2001 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
For more information, call 865-2111 or 865-2690
Prof. Roger B. Carmosino
Department of Modern Languages, Coordinator
Hangin ’ with the homeboys: Dave and Co. try to turn heads with the 
somewhat experimental Everyday.
DMB numbers, but grow into 
two unexpectedly lean new 
tracks. The minor-key violin 
of Boyd Tinsley creates a 
tense atmosphere in the 
obsessive and overtly sexual 
love song, “When the World 
Ends,” which juxtaposes the 
expected placement of chorus 
and verse to create a song that 
ends on a lyrically great 
libidinous note. The nod-and- 
wink trashiness of the first two 
tunes washes away in the Live 
and U2-like ringing guitar of 
“The Space Between,” a 
pretty wave-your-lighter and 
make-out song about the 
chance of forgiveness after a 
love is lost.
The fourth track down the 
road of re-invention, 
“Dreams of our Fathers,” 
takes a note from previous 
works, but is almost saved 
from a cliche protest-song 
message and lame chorus by 
Dave Matthew’s rapid-fire 
vocal delivery. Old 
instrumentation is back, too, 
in “Dreams of our Fathers,” 
which functions as a 
transitional piece between 
experimental and traditional 
on Everyday.
On the subsequent songs, 
the saxophone and violin, 
which had created most of the 
texture of the album’s 
opening, make their less than 
triumphant return in “So 
Right,” a sure-to-be concert 
set-list opener about 
“stayfing] up and makfing] 
memories” with your 
girlfriend. There is an opening 
for a jam about midway 
through, and all lyrical 
ambiguity disappears. The 
song sounds like a Segrams 
wine cooler commercial. 
Everyday doesn’t get worse 
from the hackneyed, “So 
Right,” though—just boring.
“If I had it All,” intended to 
be a deep exploration of fame, 
is all wet because of its 
pretensions, feigned humility, 
and go-nowhere
instrumentation. A tragically 
bad, airy chorus cripples 
“Angel,” a delicate ballad, with 
a Rolling Stones-influenced 
guitar riff, and surprisingly 
good use of Leroi Moore’s 
usually misplaced sax playing. 
“Fool to Think,” goes nowhere, 
desperately grasping for a 
suitable rhythm or anything 
catchy, with annoyingly 
staccato lyric delivery and 
equally annoying
instrumentation that alternates 
between new wave and Rick 
Springfield. “Sleep to Dream 
Her,” is another example of a 
song that sits, and sits, and sits 
until it unceremoniously ends. 
Even the man of the summer 
of 2000, Carlos Santana can’t 
save the “What’s Going On” 
inspired “Mother Father,” with 
its as-subtle-as-a-punch-in-the- 
face lyrics about war, pollution, 
guns, etc., etc. Yawn.
There are a few more gems, 
actually, and the middle of the 
album isn’t really bad, just 
boring and overdone after a 
strong start. “What You Are,” 
uses exotic rhythms, an electric 
violin, wall-of-sound choruses 
and meditative verses to 
intensify the limp Everyday 
middle. The album’s title track 
and final song, “Everyday,” is 
a buoyant clap-along that goes 
for the gold with a gospel choir 
and campfire acoustic guitar 
work. The most undeniable 
song on the album, everything 
about it works, even its should- 
be cheesy “all you need is 
love,” lyric and thankfully, 
tighter than usual mini jams. 
With the exception of a gospel 
choir, “Everyday,” takes a 
minimalist approach, with light 
percussion and acoustic guitar 
driving the album to a sing­
along completion.
The attack of the first three 
Everyday songs act as a notice 
that in order for the band to 
survive, it must change. 
Everyday doesn’t achieve a full 
revolution of the Dave 
Matthews signature sound, but 
does enough in most of its 
tunes to allow for the evolution 
of a sound that hasn’t changed 
much in years.
Grade: B+
Music 
Notes
Eric Clapton
Reptile
Warner Music
“Reptile" is a fond term of 
endearment in England, and on his 
new album of the same name, Eric 
Clapton again shows off his talents 
as singer and songwriter.
Reptile is just what you’d expect— 
blues combined with a bit of rock. The 
two instrumental songs that start and 
finish the CD—“Reptile” and “Son & 
Sylvia” are of special note because 
they’re simple but very expressive. 
Also noteworthy is the easygoing and 
catchy “Believe in Life.”
Most of the tunes are originals by 
Clapton, and he maintains his 
characteristically straightforward 
lyrics and music. He does, however, 
borrow compositions from songwriters 
Ray Charles, James Taylor, and Stevie 
Wonder, putting his own spins on their 
tunes.
Reptile is an excellent listen if 
you’re looking to wind down a bit and 
get away from annoying pop and rap 
acts for awhile. Eric Clapton’s Reptile 
proves that he is always a safe bet. 
Grade B+
—by Adrienne Larsen-Silva ’02
Aerosmith
Just Push Play
Columbia Records
Steven Tyler and company return in 
all their glory on this fifty-one minute 
romp that features all the aspects of a 
classic Aerosmith record: Tyler’s 
trademark wail, Joe Perry’s bluesy 
guitar riffs, and...Jamaican patois. Yes, 
it’s true, on the songs “Just Push Play,” 
and “Outta Your Head,” Tyler sings in 
a reggae-informed dialect that is as 
woefully out of place as you would 
imagine.
The boys from Boston generally stay 
close to their roots, though, churning 
out impressive rockers like “Beyond 
Beautiful,” “Jaded,” and the engrossing 
“Drop Dead Gorgeous,” on which 
Perry takes over the lead vocal duties 
in a track that recalls acts like Hum and 
the Smoking Popes.
Experimental mistakes aside, Just 
Push Play will please Aerosmith fans 
and casual radio listeners alike with its 
mixture of attention to hard rock and 
pop sensibilities.
Grade: B+
—by Dan Devine '04
The Blake Babies
God Bless The Blake Babies 
Zoe Records
After a ten year break, The Blake 
Babies return, bearing a record 
complete with heart-rending 
introspection, toe-tapping pop, and 
sing-along harmonies. The 
songwriting duties are spread out 
amongst all the Babies, allowing for 
greater musical range than on earlier 
works such as Innocence and 
Experience.
Not surprisingly, however, the 
standout tracks belong to Julia Hatfield, 
including “Civil War,” a stripped down 
guitar piece which features her vocals 
at their ethereal best. Lyrical barbs 
keep the record sharp, and the dynamic 
pop sound remains fresh throughout, 
making this album a must-have for fans 
of Hatfield’s solo material or power 
pop acts like the Lemonheads and 
Matthew Sweet.
Grade: A
—by Dan Devine ’04
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Ready to 
take a chance 
again...
A few years back, I bet on the Oscars. A group of friends and I convened on 
the big night, picks in one hand, five bucks in the other. The stakes were high, 
I’ll tell you, and our hearts were racing. Mine was, anyway. It was a really lean 
year.
Anyway, as the night wore on, I sat in ever-increasing dismay as prediction 
after prediction didn’t come to be. I think I got two of them right, and it was 
probably an accident. I lost five dollars that day, five dollars I wish I had right 
now.
Since then, I’ve stayed away from the picks. Miles and miles away. Some 
told me I was overreacting. I told them to go to hell. They said I wasn’t helping 
anything by swearing at them. I said, oh yeah, well what do you think I should 
do, smartass? And they said, and I quote, “Revisit the past. Return to the site of 
the wound. It is only through facing our fears and grief that we are able to 
heal.”
So here I am, and here they are. But this time. I’m keeping my money in my 
pocket. '
Best Picture:
Will Win: Gladiator
Should Win: Traffic
I saw Gladiator this summer and laughed through the whole thing. It’s been so 
long since a comedy has won, I think it’s a shoo-in! But I have to admit that 
Traffic probably deserves the trophy more, since it’s the only movie of the 
bunch that doesn’t suffer froth some glaring deficiency. Boo-hoo, epic on the 
drug war. Hello, brawny men killing each other! Blood! Guts!
Best Actor:
Will Win: Russel! Crowe
Should Win: Anyone but Russell Crowe
Tom Hanks is the only nominee who stands a chance at taking the award from 
Russell (Blood! Guts!) Crowe.
Best Actress:
Will Win: Julia Roberts
Should Win: Ellen Burstyn
Burstyn’s performance as a diet-pi 11 (read: speed) addicted housewife in Requiem for a 
Dream was by far the most harrowing thing I’ve seen this year. On screen. But, alas, she 
will not win for three major reasons: 1) There is some debate over whether or not she 
should have been nominated as a supporting actress rather than leading actress, 2) The 
movie was indepentantly distributed, unrated, and unpopular among white men aged 65 
and older (see article, near right), ;ind 3) She’s up against Julia Roberts.
       The O
Too many olc
“Oh God, was that Judi Dench? Could you pause the movie so I can write the title 
automatically predisposed to nominating them. This year’s nominees are not only plagu 
undeserving box office smashes. With so many worthy performances overlooked, could 
touch?
As usual, most nominations, in the major categories, come from the same five movies 
year, and in some cases, not even good movies.
The movie that garnered the most nominations, Gladiator, is frighteningly close to be 
but it must bring back voters’ fond memories of Charlton Heston in some old period drai 
nomination? Nope. Chocolat stars Juliet Binoche, Judi Dench and is directed by Lasse I 
unoriginal, albeit entertaining two hours. The plot closely resembles other recent release: 
people who eat it yah da yah da yah da.. .we’ve seen it before.
This is where it all gets kind of tricky. Should we view Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dra 
of the same genre. Had the movie been in English this would not even be a debate. Sure 
are unfounded and the dialogue is laughable. Isn’t one of the first things taught in a writi
Traffic, recipient of five nominations, garnered one for Best Picture. A well made file 
nominee that would have even had a shot in years past. The problem is that the film is n< 
other issue film.
To compare this year’s crop of movies to last’s is unfair. 1999 was a breakthrough ye: 
Malkovich and Magnolia, The Academy ignored movies that pushed the envelope even a 
Academy failed to notice some of the best of the year.
Traffic may have been good but it pales in comparison to the similarly themed Requie 
most years it would not be too frustrating that great comedic films were overlooked. Yet 
Chocolat. The hilarious Best in Show was more than likely ignored because of its mostly 
One major problem with The Oscars is that it seems smaller movies have to be release 
movies/performances of the entire year? Maybe the elderly voters can’t remember what 
office take and very sensitive subject matter. Almost Famous was released early (Septem 
soon forgot about it. It may still pick up a couple trophies, but what about a Best Picture 
enough to award Rene Zelleweger their Best Actress Golden Globe.
But by far the biggest snubbing of the year went to Wonder Boys. The quirky, laugh o 
directed and cast, Boys is almost perfect, but the film was released during Super Bowl we 
While The Academy may warrant a little break since this was the worst year for movie 
movies will be recognized? If I were going to buy a new CD I certainly wouldn’t ask my 
movies of the year? I guess one thing we can be thankful for is that The Oscars aren’t as 
—by Patrick R. Ferrucci ’01
Best Supporting Actor:
Will Win: Benicio Del Toro ■
Should Win: Benicio Del Toro
I think this is the only category I don’t expect to be disappointed with. I’m not 
going to jinx it with any further embellishment.
Best Supporting Actress:
Will Win: Kate Hudson
Should Win: Marica Gay Harden
The Academy really ought to throw the heavily acclaimed indie flick Pollock a 
bone, but Hudson was luminescent as “band-aid” Penny Lane in Almost 
Famous. Old men like luminescent young women.
Best Director:
Will Win: Ang Lee
Should Win: Stephen Soderbergh (for Traffic)
Ang Lee’s been stiffed before, and his lightning-quick, fly-wire fight scenes 
were the best part of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (no, wait, it was the 
dialogue). But double nominee Stephen Soderbergh should win for his sepia- 
drenched Traffic. (FYI—Soderbergh shot all the hand-held footage sequences 
himself.)
Road Rage
Luis Guzman gets a little violent 
as Federal Agent Ray Castro in 
Stephen Soderbergh’s drug war 
epic, Traffic. Because there is a 
God and he is good, Traffic won 
our A&E Staff poll for what 
movie should win this year’s 
Best Picture Oscar. Now, if only 
the Academy members would 
follow our lead...
Best Screenplay (adapted):
Will Win: Traffic
Should Win: Wonder Boys
Traffic’s intricately layered script is structured similarly to Robert Altman’s 
Short Cuts and Paul Thomas Anderson’s Magnolia, but it does so with a more 
Oscar-friendly subject matter. But the dark, quirky comedy of Wonder Boys 
deserves to win. It’s a script with dead dogs, Toby McGuire, and a whole lotta 
Mary Huana. Booya!
Best Screenplay (original):
Will Win: You Can Count on Me
Should Win: You Can Count on Me 
It’s only competition, Almost Famous, was a sweet -big fluffy. semi- 
autobiographical (read: names have been changed) coming of age story. 
Although, you know, that line in Gladiator (blood!  Guts!) about the queer 
giraffes could win it the trophy. 
Best Original Song: 
Will Win: Bob Dylan, “Things Have Changed” (Wonder Boys)
Should Win: Bob Dylan, “Things Have Changed”
Although Icelandic ubersprite Bjork’s duet with Radiohead’s Thom York (“I’ve 
Seen it All,” from Dancer in the Dark) is pretty dam cool, “Things Have 
Changed” is by far the best song Bobby D. has written in years.
—by Jessica Tabak ‘01
A shot in th
We did a poll. We tallied the results. And we’ 
way the Oscars would be won if we were the
Traffic ••••••••••••••
Gladiator ...............
Chocolat ................. .
Erin Brockovich • • • •
Crouching Tiger, Hid<
Bait (the charming Jamie Foxx opu:
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Oscars
d white men...
down?” All it seems to take is a certain actor or director and Academy voters are 
ed by too many regulars receiving selection, but also a disturbing trend towards voting for 
it be that the aging, predominately white male members of The Academy are just too out of
; up for the Best Picture Oscar. The big problem is that these films are far from the best of the
:ing Rocky IV set in ancient Rome. There is absolutely nothing remarkable about the movie, 
na. Erin Brockovich is actually an entertaining movie. Is it worthy of a Best Picture 
lalstrom. What does that spell? Oscar gold. The only problem is that the movie is a fluffy, 
s, Simply Irresistible and Like Water for Chocolate.. .chocolate has mysterious effects on
gon as a different kind of movie because it’s Asian? If so, the movie resembles many old flicks 
5 it’s pretty to look at, but the little plot there is plays dismally. Many of the characters’ actions 
ing class “show don’t tell?”
n about the war on drugs, Traffic is easily the best of the lot. It is the only Best Picture 
ot that good. Traffic is completely adequate yet lacks originality and feels too much like-any
ar for film. But, as it did last year when deciding upon the merit of movies like Being John 
i little. Forgetting some dramas with sensitive issues and of course well made comedies, The
am for a Dream. The only problem is that Requiem does not have a major studio behind it. In 
this year it’s extremely discouraging since there are so many movies better than the mundane 
/ improvised script. Is that really a good reason?
;d in November or December for them to be noticed. Aren’t these awards given out to the best 
happened ten months earlier. The Virgin Suicides suffered from poor release timing, a bad box 
iber) with the hope that it would gain steam, but it fizzled at the box office and The Academy 
nomination? What about Nurse Betty! The Hollywood Foreign Press thought it was good
mt loud dramedy starring Michael Douglas is easily the best film of the year. Brilliantly 
jekend and was virtually ignored.
3S in a while, do we have to wait ten years for members to start dying off before deserving 
' grandfather what he thought.. .should people so obviously out of touch be selecting the best 
pathetic as The Grammys...yet.
te dark...
ve got them here for you. With no further ado, the 
ones with the ballots...
• votes
••••••••••••••] vote
*••••••••••••• zippo
• •••••••••••a repeat zippo
len Dragon- • • 3 votes
s)•••••••••••••! vote
Time to fill 
in your 
brackets...
For those who follow entertainment, there’s nothing more revered, and 
nothing so debated as the Academy Awards. They’re the March Madness of 
the film industry, with studios jockeying for position to make it into their 
chosen competitive field(s). And although it’s a voting event and can’t be bet 
on, Vegas makes odds for it. But for the few on campus participating in 
Oscar pools, here’s my picks for March 25,h’s over four-hour long show. Get 
ready for the return of the legendary interpretive dance numbers based on the 
Best Picture nominations. Yes! I just can’t wait to see the Brockovich Club 
E’s bump and grind or the Maximus two-handed booty shake. Here they 
are.. .enjoy.
Best Actor:
Will Win: Russell Crowe will take the award for his portrayal of the warrior 
Maximus, in the sandals and grunts film, Gladiator.
Should Win: Tom Hanks, for his Fed-Ex employee stranded on an island 
with ftis new best friend, a volleyball. While the “regular life” scenes lacked 
starch. Hanks’s breathtaking hour-and-a-quarter of near Silence made 
Castaway a must see. .. _j
Best Actress: 4 ■
Will Win: Julia Roberts. The third time will be a charm for Julia, who 
officially made the world forget about her Something to Talk About era with 
Erin Brockovich.
Should Win: Ellen Burstyn, for her work as widow and speed addict in 
Requiem for a Dream, which is one of the finest, most disturbing, and 
poignant performances ever caught on film.
Best Supporting Actor:
Will Win: Albert Finney. This category has been the A ARP award for the 
past two years, and this year will be no different. Finney’s performance as 
Brockovich’s tough-but-loveable boss will notch him his first victory in five 
nominations.
Should Win: Benicio Del Toro for his breakout performance in Traffic. He’ll 
split votes with Gladiator's Joaquin Phoenix, the other “next big thing” in 
this category.
Best Supporting Actress:
Should Win: Kate Hudson, vulnerable “band-aid” Penny Lane will garner an 
award for the almost snubbed Almost Famous. The Academy loves an 
ingenue.
Should Win: Kate Hudson. Welcome. Hope you stay awhile. Don’t make 
Bird on a Wire II, or anything that Marissa Tomei would say yes to, and 
you’ll be OK.
Best Director:
Will Win: Ridley Scott, for no other reason that Soderbergh will split his 
votes, and Crouching Tiger will win its visual award in the cinematography 
category. ■
Should Win: Stephen Soderbergh, for his heat wave-distorted, yellow-wash 
Mexico, and documentary-style America in Traffic.
Best Picture:
Mill Win: Gladiator, which brought the respect back to the gladiator movie 
that it lost in Airplane!. The Academy will throw this faux-epic popcorn flick 
the bone that it so desperately yearns for.
Should Win: Traffic, for its courageous ambiguity about the drug war, and 
firecracker performances by Benicio Del Toro and Catherine Zeta-Jones. Too 
bad that its buzz peaked too early.
Best Song:
Will Win: Bob Dylan, “Things Have Changed,” from Wonder Boys. Ever 
since his Time Out of Mind Grammy wins, old men finally think it’s OK to 
honor America’s poet laureate. Plus, Dylan’s Golden Boy will look better 
than the bowling trophy-inspired Golden Globe award on his mantle.
Should Win: Bob Dylan, “Things Have Changed,” from Wonder Boys. 30 
years ago, there’d be no way that Dylan would attend the awards, much less 
write a song for a film, but in “Things Have Changed,” Dylan proves that 
he’s better than Randy Newman in writing songs that capture the essence of a 
film.
Screenplay (Adapted):
Will Win: Stephen Gaghan, for Traffic. While it has none of the heart of 
Almost Famous, it is exactly what the Academy will go for —never before 
has an issue film been laden with so much ambiguity.
Should Win: Stephen Ga^Sn, The screenplay gets my vote for
the same reason it will gain the Academy’s votes—because of its ambiguity.
Screenplay (Original):
Will Win: Cameron Crowe, for Almost Famous. While it’s a toss-up 
between Crowe and Kenneth Lonergan, less people saw You Can Count on 
Me than Almost Famous, and rumor has it that, because of song licensing 
reasons, Crowe’s original screenplay had about five more memorable sones 
than were actually put in the film.
Should Win: Cameron Crowe, for Almost Famous. Of all the original 
screenplay nominees, Crowe’s love-letter to 70s rock has the most heart, 
memorable moments, and is the most unjustly snubbed film.
—by Mark M. Balas '03
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19 things 
to do off 
campus...
Fine Arts
• From Antiquity to Hip Hop: The 
Culture of Clothing & 
Adornment (2/10-4/12), Rhode 
Island Foundation Gallery
• Spring 2001 Student Art Show 
(2/15-8/31), RI Office of Higher 
Education
• The Art of Figure and Landscape 
(3/1-3/31), CCRI Knight 
Campus Gallery
• The Masked Series (3/20-4/29), 
URI Fine Arts Center Galleries
• Photographs by Young People 
(3/22-5/20), URI Fine Arts 
Center Galleries
Music
• Shane MacGowan & The Popes 
(3/22), Lupo’s, 9:30 PM
• Maxi Priest (3/23), Lupo’s, 9:45 
PM
• Mozart, Britten and Part, Rhode 
Island Civic Chorale and 
Orchestra, Holy Rosary Church, 
8 PM
• Luciano (3/26), Lupo’s, 9:30 PM
• Delbert McClinton (3/30), 
Lupo’s, 9:30 PM
• Hot Jazz on a Cool Night (3/31), 
Rhode Island Philharmonic
Theatre
• Exchange at Cap Mimosa (3/1- 
3/25), Perishable Theatre, (Call 
for Times)
• The New England Sonata (3/16- 
4/15), Trinity Repertory 
Company, (Call for Times)
• The School for Wives & Tartuffe 
(3/22-4/29), Sandra Feinstein- 
Gamm Theatre , (Call for Times)
• The Scarlet Pimpernel (3/20-3/ 
25), PPAC, (Call for Times)
• Heidi (3/30), PPAC, (Call for 
Time)
Etc
• Providence Bruins vs. Rochester 
Americans (3/23), Providence 
Civic Center, 7:05 PM
• Providence Bruins vs. 
Springfield Falcons (3/25), 
Providence Civic Center, 4:05
• The Pork Chop Lounge Variety 
Show (3/25), AS220, 8PM
Addresses and Phone Numbers
• AS220, 115 Empire St, 831 -9327
• CCRI Knight Campus Gallery, 
212 Weybosset St., 272-1407
• Lupo’s, 239 Westminster Ave, 
272-5876
• Met Cafe, 130 Union Street, 
861-2142
• Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire 
Street, 331-2695
• Providence Athenaeum, 251 
Benefit St., 421-6970
• Providence Civic Center, 1 
LaSalle Square, 273-5000
• Providence Performing Arts 
Center, 220 Weybosset St, 351- 
7827
• Rhode Island Foundation 
Gallery, 1 Union Station, 274- 
4564
• Rhode Island Office of Higher 
Education, 301 Promenade 
Street, 222-6560
• Rhode Island Philharmonic, 222 
Richmond St, 831-3123
• Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre, 
31 Elbow Street, 831-2919
• Trinity Repertory Company. 201 
Washington St., 351-4242
• URI Fine Arts Center, 105 Upper 
College Rd 874-2775
—compiled by m michael balas. '03
Taste of the Town
Best-kept secrets of Providence, or hidden for good reason? Our fearless restaurant reviewer 
explores the hidden eateries of the city.
by Alexandra Silveira ’02 
A&E Staff
Gepetto’s Grilled Pizzaria
272 Thayer Street 
272-6048
Scoletti’s Gormet Deli
494 Wonnasquatucket Avenue 
353-7879
Once upon a time, on Thayer Street, a small group of friends huddled closely in a crowded cafe and labored over 
schoolwork. “Must go,” one said, and with weary nods of agreement, the others wrapped themselves in warm woolen 
winter gear and left the cafe as snow began to fall. Just outside, they stopped to appreciate the beauty when their eyes 
fell upon a sign -Gepetto's. To sleep deprived minds and caffeine-saturated bodies, it was magic.
Admittedly, when you’re tired enough, mechanical pencils seem like magic and your rubber eraser mystifies you, 
but the point is that Gepetto’s Grilled Pizzeria was right there when we needed that extra boost. Closer to home, on 
the comer of Douglas and Mineral Spring, Scoletti’s does the same at lunchtime, serving as a small haven for the 
student in search of food.
Gepetto’s is one of those places that gets overlooked since it is right next to Wings to Go and across from Spike’s 
Junkyard Dogs, but it’s well worth the effort to seek it out for its wood grilled pizza. Inside, it’s a small no-frills 
restaurant with tables perfect for accommodating a group of people. It caters to many different tastes with wraps, 
sandwiches, burgers, a small selection of pasta and stuffed burgers. My pizza-grabbing friends and I “shared” a 
custom pizza with mozzarella, basil, tomatoes, and artichokes. In turn, I grabbed a more traditional sauce, cheese, and 
vegetable slice and a bite of a really good burger. The food was so good that we had no trouble finishing it all.
Scoletti’s, another frequently overlooked eatery, is a paradigm of gourmet delis with tiny little tables, a menu 
written in chalk, and a big glass counter that shows off the goods. Specializing in Italian cuisine, it serves wood grilled 
pizzas, a large variety of sauteed pasta, salads and hot sandwiches. I tried the Pasta Arrabiata, a spicy red sauce with 
black olives, pizza americana, cuatro formage, a four cheese pizza and broccli alii ol. Everything was chock full of 
great Italian flavor.
Well, while places like Gepetto’s and Scoletti’s are not exactly the stuff of fairy tales, there is something about 
them that makes you feel better, and takes you away from everything for awhile. So grab your coat, pile onto that 
horse and ride on over for some wood grilled pizza and a happy ending.
Gepetto’s Grade: B 
Scoletti’s Grade: B+
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In the Nick of time
by Patrick Ferrucci ’01
A&E Staff__________________
How does someone who’s 
been dead for twenty-six years 
suddenly go from obscurity to 
popularity seemingly
overnight? All it takes is a car 
commercial. When
Volkswagen put Nick Drake’s 
song “Pink Moon” in a 
commercial for their Cabrio in 
November of 1999, they 
effectively put a bug into 
listeners’ ears. The album Pink 
Moon went from selling an 
average of eighty-five copies a 
week to a whopping two 
thousand. This all for a long 
dead folkie who couldn’t sell
Nick Drake
Pink Moon
Hannibal/Rykodisc Records
Duncan Sheik
Phantom Moon
Nonesuch Records
Mark Kozelek
What’s Next to the Moon
Badman Recording Company 
albums when he was alive. 
Drake’s brand of baroque, neo 
classical folk just couldn’t find 
an audience in the early 
seventies. It was a time when 
harder edged bands like Led 
Zeppelin ruled the charts and 
Drake’s jazz influenced folk 
seemed about six years too late. 
This all changed when a few 
college-aged kids driving a 
Cabrio took a trip through the 
woods while listening to the 
whisking chords and whispery 
vocals of “Pink Moon.”
Since the commercial, 
Drake’s music has begun to take 
off. Not only have listeners 
started to take notice (in 
December of 1999 Pink Moon 
began an improbable 13 month 
stay on The College Music 
Journal’s Top 200), but other 
musicians also have. All three 
of Drake’s albums are now 
available in deluxe remastered 
additions and an unfinished new 
album is due this summer, while
Check it out
What's new at
Phillips Memorial Library
New References and Resources on Women’s History
•Feminism and Christian Tradition: An Annotated Bibliography and Critical
Introduction to the Literature
by Mary-Paula Walsh
•Crashing the Net: The U.S. Women’s Olympic Ice Hockey Team and the Road to Gold 
by Mary Turco
•A to Z of American Women Writers
by Carol Kort 
•Hysterical Fictions: The “Woman’s Novel’in the Twentieth Century
by Clare Hanson
•Women’s Suffrage in America: An Eyewitness History
by Elizabeth Frost and Kathryn Cullen-DuPont 
•Feminists and Party Politics
by Lisa Young
•Women Becoming Mathematicians: Creating a Professional Identity in Post-World War
Il America
by Margaret A.M. Murray
•The Door in the Dream: Conversations with Eminent Women in Science
by Elga Wasserman
•Women’s Sport and Spectacle: Gendered Television Coverage and the Olympic Games 
by Gina Daddario
For further information, contact @ ext. 1908, ast1llivan@pn3vidence.edu.
or Leslie Lanzieri @ ext. 1994, llanzier@providence.edu
Lately, any musical equation with 
Nick Drake is a formula for success
a tribute album containing the 
likes of Bob Dylan, Bruce 
Springsteen, The Flaming Lips, 
and Wilco is due in August. But 
not all artists are paying homage 
to Drake through covers...some 
have more creative ways.
During the last couple of 
weeks, two artists have put out 
albums of new music directly 
influenced by Pink Moon. 
Modern Rock radio staple 
Duncan Sheik released 
Phantom Moon, an album of 
Drake evoked originals, in 
February. A few short weeks 
later, Red House Painters 
singer/songwriter and now 
movie star (the bass player in 
Almost Famous) Mark Kozelek 
released What’s Next to the 
Moon, an album of AC/DC 
cover tunes. Only covering the 
Bon Scott years, What’s Next to 
the Moon turns AC/DC songs 
into sweet little folk ditties that 
would probably make Angus 
Young cringe. Both artists 
accomplish their goal by taking 
different routes yet invoke the 
same reactions that Drake’s 
music did.
Duncan Sheik is best known 
for his 1996 hit “Barely 
Breathing,” and Phantom Moon 
probably won’t change that. 
Sheik loves the beautiful 
simplicity that is Drake’s music 
to the point that he performed 
Pink Moon in its entirety on a 
small club tour last summer. 
Phantom Moon is intentionally 
as close to Drake’s music as 
possible. Knowing that he 
couldn’t produce the same type 
of lyrical poetry as Drake, Sheik 
brought in New York 
playwright Steven Sater to write 
the lyrics to Phantom Moon. 
Backed by the London Session 
Orchestra, Phantom Moon is 
Sheik at his creative peak. The 
album is a sprawling fifty-four 
minute masterpiece. It 
effortlessly shifts from sparse 
folk music to full blown 
baroque influenced music much 
like Drake’s 1970 album Bryter 
Layter did. Standout tunes like 
“Mr. Chess” and “Time and 
Good Fortune” could actually 
be mistaken for Drake. Sheik 
even tries to whisper his vocals, 
attempting to imitate Drake’s 
trademark sound.
Still, as much as he would 
like it to be, Sheik’s Phantom 
Moon is not as good as Nick 
Drake’s Pink Moon. Sheik’s 
album has a couple of duds 
amongst its thirteen tracks. 
Despite these songs’ presence 
on the album, Phantom Moon 
is worth purchasing and 
digesting repeatedly as a whole. 
It is much better music than 
most of what is being produced 
today and a really fine tribute 
to Drake.
What’s Next to the Moon is 
not as directly influenced by 
Drake as Phantom Moon. 
Listening to Pink Moon is what 
planted the seed for a full-blown 
folk album in Mark Kozelek’s 
mind, but, unlike Sheik, he did 
not try to mimic Drake. 
Throughout his career, Kozelek 
has always been compared to 
artists like Drake and Leonard 
Cohen but actually grew up 
listening to 1970s classic rock 
like AC/DC. After finally 
deciding to give Drake a listen, 
Kozelek decided he would 
show people that even 
testosterone filled acts like AC/ 
DC have beauty underneath 
their mangling guitars and 
sexist mannerisms.
Taking a decontructionist 
approach, Kozelek chose ten 
classic AC/DC tunes and 
stripped them down to just an 
acoustic guitar and his own lazy, 
drawling voice lovingly 
lingering over the music. The 
result is a hauntingly beautiful 
rendering of some of the most 
bombastic music ever written. 
Kozelek’s warm, rich voice is 
nothing like Bon Scott’s and 
that is all the better. The music 
is arranged by Kozelek himself 
and bears almost no 
resemblance to the originals. In 
a song like “Bad Boy Boogie,” 
dueling electric guitars trading 
solo riffs are replaced by one 
acoustic playing the major 
chords and another resonant 
guitar playing exquisite-finger­
picking passages. The tricky 
part was turning sexist lyrics 
like those in “Walk All Over 
You” into the pretty poetic 
sounds heard on the album. 
Kozelek keenly stresses certain 
words while mumbling others 
to the point where lyrics like 
“I’m a love hungry man” sound 
sweet. What's Next to the Moon 
is an almost perfect folk album. 
Kozelek produces a batch of 
songs that should please any 
folk fan...or good music fan at 
that. Without one bad song, 
What's Next to the Moon is 
worthy of being presented next 
to classics like Pink Moon.
For more than thirty years, 
Nick Drake toiled in pop music 
obscurity only to be rescued by 
a car company. With newfound 
popularity, Drake’s music is 
finally reaching the audience 
that it deserves. Although he 
still lacks the notoriety of most 
of his contemporaries, Drake’s 
music is slowly finding a new 
audience to appreciate its subtle 
beauty and uncommon 
arrangements. With artists like 
Duncan Sheik and Mark 
Kozelek honoring him, there is 
a great chance his music will 
find an even wider audience in 
the near future.
Nuff said.
Pink Moon - A 
Phantom Moon - B+ 
What’s Next to the Moon - A
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Movie listings...starting 3/23
Avon Cinema
260 Thayer St. Providence, RI 421-0020
Pollock: evenings at 7 and 9:20; Sat & Sun at 1 and 3:20
Requiem for a Dream: Midnight on Friday and Saturday
Showcase North Attleboro
640 S. Washington St. (Route 1), North Attleboro, Mass. (508) 643-3900 
Hannibal: 9:15 12; Sun-Thurs: no 12 show
The Brothers: 12:15,2:40,5:05,7:30, 10, 12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
Traffic: 10:00
Exit Wounds: 12:10, 1:15,2:35,4:10, 5,7:10,7:40,9:50, 10:15, 12:10, 12:30; Sun-
Thurs: no 12 & 12:30 show
The Mexican: 1, 3:45, 7, 9:50, 12:20; Sun-Thurs: no 12:20
Say It Isn’t So: 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:35, 9:55, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05
Down to Earth: 12:50, 3, 5:10, 7:30, 10:05, 12; Sun- Thurs: no 12 show
Heartbreakers: 1, 3:45, 7,9:45, 12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 show
Enemy at the Gates: 12:45, 3:40, 6:50,9:45, 12:25; Sun-Thurs: no 12:25 show 
Chocolat: 1:20,4:20,7:25, 10:10, 12:30; Sun -Thurs: no 12:30 show
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon: 1:15,4:15, 7:05
15 Minutes: 12:30, 3:30, 6:40, 9:35, 12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10
See Spot Run: 12:05, 2:20, 4:40, 7
March 22, 2001Urban A hitchhiker’s guide
Elements Motor City
Fantastic Voyage: On Welcome to Detroit, Jay Dee takes the listener on a 
sonic voyage through his hometown.
Showcase Seekonk. Route 6
Route 6, Seekonk, Mass., (508) 336-6789
Hannibal: 12:15,3:20,6:30, 9:35, 12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 show
Enemy at the Gates: 12:20, 1, 3:30,4,6:45, 7:15,9:40,10:15,12:20; Sun-Thurs: no 
12:20
See Spot Run: 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 7
Traffic: 12:30, 3:35,6:50,9:15,9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 show 
Chocolat: 1:20, 4:30,7:25, 10:05, 12:30; Sun-Thurs: no 12:30 show 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon: 12:50, 3:40, 6:40,9:20, 11:45; Sun-Thurs: no 11:45 s 
15 Minutes: 12:45, 3:45,7,9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
At'oLttnk 1 _I tl
800 Fall River Ave, Seekonk, Mass., (508) 336-6020
Cast Away: 12:30,3:30,6:45,9:45
The Brothers: 12:35, 1:05,1:45, 2:50, 3:20,4:10, 5:05, 5:30,5:35, 7:25, 7:55, 8:20, 9:50, 
10:15, 10:40, 12, 12:25; Sun-Thurs: no 10:40,12, 12:25 show
Recess the Movie: School’s Out: 12:40, 2:45, 4:50
Down to Earth: 12:20, 2:30,4:40,7:15,9:40, 11:45; Sun-Thurs no 11:45 show
Exit Wounds: 12:15, 1:15, 2:40, 4, 5, 7, 7:30, 9:35, 10:05, 12, 12:35; Sun-Thurs: no 12 or 
12:35 show
Say It Isn't So: 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:35, 9:55, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
The Mexican: 1, 3:45, 6:50, 7:20, 9:30, 10, 12, 12:30; Sun-Thurs: no 12 or 12:30 show
Showcase Seekonk 11-12
775 Fall River Ave. Seekonk, Mass., (508) 336-3420 
The Wedding Planner: Fri-Thurs: 12:45, 3, 7:30 
Saving Silverman: Fri-Thurs 5:15, 9:55
Get Over It: Fri-Thurs: 12:30, 2:40,4:50, 7:10,9:30
Showcase Warwick
See Spot Run: 12:05, 2:20,4:40, 7
Recess the Movie: School’s Out: 12
Hannibal: 12:20, 3:20, 6:40, 9:45, 12:30: Sun-Thurs: no 12:30 show 
The Mexican: 1, 3:45, 7, 9:50, 12:20; Sun -Thurs no 12:20 show 
Enemy at the Gates: 12:45, 3:40, 6:50, 9:45, 12:25; Sun-Thurs no 12:25 show 
Heartbreakers: 1, 3:45, 7, 9:45, 12:15; Sun- Thurs: no 12:15 show 
Say It Isn’t So: 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:55, 12:05 Sun- Thurs: no 12:05 show 
Down to Earth: 12:25, 2:40, 4:55, 7:20, 9:55, 11:45; Sun- Thurs: no 11:45 show 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon: 1:10, 4:10,7:25, 10, 12:25; Sun-Thurs: no 12:25 
show
Get Over It: 12:40, 2:50, 5, 7:35, 9:55, 12; Sun-Thurs: no 12 show 
Traffic: 12:15, 3:15, 6:30, 9:35, 12:25; Sun-Thurs no 12:25 show 
Saving Silverman: 9:25, 11:30; Sun-Thurs: no 11:30 show 
Chocolat: 12:35, 3:20, 6:20, 9:20, 12; Sun-Thurs: no 12 show 
Exit Wounds: 12, 1:55, 2:35. 4:20, 5, 7:10, 7:40, 9:50, 10:15, 12:10, 12:30; Sun-Thurs: no 
12:10 or 12:30 show
15 Minutes: 12:20, 3:20, 6:45, 9:35,12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show 
The Brothers: 12:15, 2:40, 5:05, 7:30, 10, 12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10
Apple Valley Cinemas
Down to Earth: 12:40, 2:45,4:50, 7:25, 10:00
Hannibal: 9:15
Get Over It: 12:30, 2:40, 4:40, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thurs: no 12:30 or 2:40 
Exit Wounds: 12, 2:20, 4:40, 7:10, 9:55; Mon-Thurs no 12 and 2:20 show 
Heartbreakers: 1:05, 3:50, 6:50, 9:35; Mon-Thurs no 1:05 show 
See Spot Run: 12, 2:15, 4:30, 7; Mon-Thurs no 12, 2:15 show
15 Minutes: 1:15,4:05, 7, 9:45; Mon-Thurs no 1:15 show 
The Mexican: 1,3:50,7,9:50; Mon-Thurs: no 1:00 show 
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon: 1:10,4, 7:10, 9:55; Mon-Thurs: no 1:10 
3000 Miles to Graceland: 12:50,3:40, 6:45, 9:45; Mon-Thurs no 12:50 show
Providence Place
Francis Street, Providence, 270-4646 
call (401)-270-4646 for movie times
by Pete Squire ’01
A&E Staff
Sit back, kick up your feet, and fasten 
both your seatbelt and neck support, as 
this train pulls into Detroit station. If you 
look out the left side of the train, you’ll 
see the Welcome to Detroit sign, with 
audio-graffiti provided by the musical 
chiropractor himself, Jay Dee. You might 
recall the name. No, it’s not Lil’ Bow
Wow’s junior-sized companion Jermaine 
Dupri. This maestro of neck-fracturing 
beats is the same cat that laced Common’s
Jay Dee
Welcome to Detroit
Studio K7/BBE
Like Water For Chocolate with its syrupy- 
smooth backbone. This is Jay Dee I’m 
talking about. The name that has become 
synonymous with jazzy, soulful grooves 
(i.e. Common’s “Funky For You”), and on 
Welcome to Detroit, Jay Dee extends his 
familiar brand of hospitality Detroit style, 
with a potpourri of jazz, retro-soul, hip 
hop, and futuristic grooves.
On this visit, he ensures that you will 
experience everything Detroit has to 
offer—from the grimy South Side to the 
high-tone of the theatre district down to 
the late night parties and clubs. “Welcome 
To Detroit,” the first track, acts as the 
visiting center of the album, as Jay Dee 
gets everyone ready to tour the Motor City. 
But even he knows that nobody is ready 
for the eargasmic beats everyone’s about 
to experience, “Ya’ll n*ggas ain’t ready 
for this.. .do ya’ll want it?” And he doesn’t 
waste any time as he takes the tour down 
a block and makes a left onto “Think 
Twice” boulevard, a smoothed out, jazz 
enhanced groove that’ll have everyone 
subtly bopping their heads. The next 
couple stops on the tour lead to the nitty- 
gritty sound of Jay Dee’s precisely 
sampled beats. “Come Get It” and 
“Pause” are sure to convert those subtle 
head bobs to all-out nods (WARNING: 
not recommended for pregnant women or 
the elderly). On “Pause,” Frank & Dank 
accurately articulate Jay Dee’s head nod 
inducing beats, saying, “Cause we know 
how to cause neck injuries/misplace your 
vertebrae about seven degrees.” Both 
tracks do just that, as Jay Dee utilizes 
the “boom ba-doop” baseline well. Later 
in the tour, on “Featuring Phat Kat,” 
(ironically featuring Phat Kat) Jay Dee 
gets down and dirty with his production. 
Along with credible lyricism from Phat 
Kat, Jay brings the voices of big wigs 
KRS-ONE and Busta Rhymes into the 
mix, sampling and scratching his way to 
the grimy core of hip-hop. Phat Kat says 
it best, “I like this $hit.”
Down a couple of blocks and after a 
few traffic lights, the tour leads to the 
cleaner side of Detroit, as Jay Dee 
presents some polished up tracks, mainly 
instrumentals displaying a classical jazz 
influence. “Brazilian Groove” is a laid- 
back cut, perfect for having a silent 
conversation with that special someone 
that’ll leave both parties open to each 
other’s light, whether that be mentally or 
physically is up to you (a la DP’s “Mind 
Sex”). “Rico Suave Bossanova” is a little 
more upbeat and is as rich and smooth as 
its title implies. It almost makes me want 
to merengue. Wrapping up this part of 
the travel is the reflective sound of 
“African Rhythms,” a collection of 
musical thoughts on the tradition of 
African music and its contribution to 
contemporary sound.
Finally, Jay takes us downtown for a 
taste of the Detroit nightlife. First, he 
revisits his hip-hop blended beat on my 
favorite track, “Shake It Down.” For the 
experienced Jay Dee listener, it can be 
heard as a track inconspicuously flowing 
with relational references, and I’m not 
talking rose-petals-on-the-bed-intimacy. 
Rather, it’s as assertive as the beat, as Jay 
says, “Shake it down, uh, yeah.. .look at 
me, look at you...I’m seein’ you, you 
lookin’ good.. .do it girl, do it, do it.” This 
is a good warm up for the futuristic-techno 
flavored track “B.B.E.,” where Jay strays 
the furthest from the rest of the album 
while showcasing his range as a producer.
End of tour until you press play and do 
it again.
With the diversity of sound on Welcome 
to Detroit, Jay Dee shows that he cannot be 
categorized solely as a producer of “rap 
music.” His imagination and technique are 
too comprehensive, as he, against the 
common trend in the music industry, makes 
the music rather than having the music make 
him. And the music he makes sounds, as 
Slum Village put it, “marvelous-us.” 
Whether Jay is sending listeners to the 
chiropractor with his hard beats, helping an 
artist make a statement, or accompanying 
some young chap and his girl to another 
world, he makes it artful. And for that, 
Welcome to Detroit gets 8 stars out of 10; (7 
from me and 1 from an absentee ballot from 
South Africa).
“What’s the deal with them [uhh], you 
I’m feelin’ that [uhh|.” - F&D
The Cowl is pleased to 
welcome Dan Devine ’04, 
the newest addition to the 
Arts and Entertainment staff.
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Herstory Lesson
Despite trouble with Student 
Services, Women Will’s 
Herstory Week is a success
by Jessica Tabak ’01
A&E Editor
When Women Will sub- 
mitted a proposal before break 
to perform The Vagina 
Monologues as part of their 
annual Herstory Week 
activities, they were optimistic 
about the chances of Student 
Services approving it. “We 
Above: A collage of magazine pictures objectifying women.
Below: Anaclastic performs at the Slavin 203 gallery opening 
last Monday.
-Il ->O‘:
by Jennifer Ricciardi ’04
CONTRIBUTING WRITER________________________________________________________________
Hindered by minor setbacks of transportation, time, and money, my 
search for excitement has been somewhat limited but I have found someplace 
in the neighborhood that is very rich in culture and definitely very different.
The place is Cup of Joe’s. A favorite of many PC students for the quiet 
study atmosphere or the mouth watering chai tea, Cup of Joe’s also offers a 
Poetry Night on Wednesday. Being what I consider poetry challenged, I 
was skeptical of joining my poetry buff friends for a night of what could 
turn out to be hell. But remembering my newfound quest, I toughed it out 
and set off to poetry night.
There was a microphone set up in the front of the room with a stool 
behind it so the readers could sit, adding to the inviting atmosphere of the 
night. Above the microphone was a sign that characteristically read, “Enter 
With A Happy Heart”.
Mark, one of Joe’s spirited employees, took over the role of MC and 
began the night with welcoming everyone and introducing the “new friends” 
to the small group of people in the cafe. The first person to read was Suzie, 
a Providence native, who read poems about the birth of her daughter. At 
the end of each poem she read, the small crowd erupted with snapping...the 
proper way to express appreciation at a poetry reading.
One of my friends shared a poem from a book she owned and then 
discussed with it with us. Even Joe’s employees read. One chose to read 
poems from a book he owned. He read the poems with a certain exuberance 
and love for them that gave me a startling appreciation for the poems.
Caffeine, comedy and Coleridge: A PC student 
reads a selection at Cup of Joe’s poetry night 
last Wednesday.
After the last couple of stragglers read, MC Mark thanked us all for coming. My friends and I decided to stay a while to talk. We 
mingled among the other students, employees, and the owner. Cup of Joe’s produced such a relaxing and friendly atmosphere, I can 
understand why it is usually packed on Wednesday nights.
So my quest is thus far successful. It’s clear why the Providence Phoenix Readers Choice Award deemed Cup of Joe’s Best 
Spoken Word/Open Mic 2000. And yes, I am going back. So if you’re ever looking for something to do on a Wednesday night, take 
the short walk down to Cup of Joe’s and listen, read and enjoy.
thought that because a lot of [the 
play] deals with empowering 
women and making them feel 
more comfortable with their 
bodies that they would approve 
it,” said Sarah Long ’02, 
Treasurer of Women Will.
But last Wednesday, Student 
Services decided against the 
proposal on the grounds that the 
content of Monologues was 
inappropriate for performance 
at Providence College. 
According to Fr. J. Stuart 
McPhail, Vice President of 
Student Services, the play, 
which contains sexual content 
and graphic language, “crossed 
the line.” Certain parts of the 
play are “very shocking,” said 
McPhail. “That’s not always 
bad, but that’s not always good, 
and one needs to make a 
decision about whether it would 
be appropriate for [the 
college].”
K.C. Ferrara, Assistant 
Director of Student Services, 
agreed. “I found a lot of the 
language shocking for shock’s 
sake,” she said, “and that there 
wasn’t an educational end in it.” 
Because of this, Ferrara “didn’t 
feel it coincided with the 
group’s goal of promoting 
awareness and celebrating 
women.”
Long expressed a different 
view on way the play employs 
crude but typical slang to 
describe parts of the female 
genetalia, arguing that the 
language is used in the 
monologues in order to 
“reclaim” it from its derogatory 
connotations. “If you no longer 
make it a negative part of 
language,” explained Long, 
“people realize [these words] 
are not such a terrible thing.
While Ferrara said she 
understands the idea of minority 
groups reclaiming derogatory 
words and terms, she didn’t feel 
Monologues worked effectively 
“in that way.”
Still, Long hoped that 
Monologue's passages dealing 
with the subject of violence 
against women would factor
Artful depiction: A painting by Marie Foley ’01 was just one 
of the pieces of art on display as part of Herstory Week.
more heavily into Student 
Services’ decision. “We 
wanted it to go along with 
S.A.V.E. (Sexual Assault and 
Violence Education) week,” 
explained Long, “but [Student 
Services] didn’t feel they 
coincided as well as we 
thought they did.”
While McPhail admitted that 
the subject of sexual assault and 
violence against women are 
discussed in the play, he added, 
“If [Women Will] was 
concentrating on bringing 
violence against women into the 
open, I don’t think the play itself 
[would] accomplish that.”
McPhail added that he is 
supportive of Women Will’s 
attempts to raise awareness 
about sexual violence and 
unhealthy attitudes toward 
women, but that the overall 
“tone of the [Monologues]" 
didn’t fit in with the school’s 
mission statement.
But Christine Tangel ’02, 
President of Women Will, sees 
the Herstory Week events as 
having a more inclusive 
purpose. “The broadest goal 
[of Herstory Week] is to bring 
people’s attention to the fact 
that we have a Women’s 
History Month at all. We 
compose about 60 percent of 
the campus, and perhaps 
people don’t focus on that as 
much as they should.”
The events started on this 
past Monday, March 19'h, with 
the opening of a student art 
exhibit in room 203 in Slavin, 
which featured a performance 
by PC’s female a cappella group 
Anaclastic. The various 
paintings and photographs were 
done “by PC students—either 
women artists or male artists 
who work with female themes,” 
said Tangel. In addition to these 
more traditional works of art, an 
entire wall was devoted to a 
collage of sexually degrading 
images of women, all taken 
from women’s magazines.
Displays that conveyed 
information about topics such 
as the history of women at PC 
and of abortion rights. The 
abortion display featured 
articles and information 
representing both pro-life and 
pro-choice views. “We tried to 
present both sides of the 
abortion debate,” said Tangel. 
“Doing an event about women 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
doing an event about being 
pro-choice, and we wanted to 
respect that.”
Women Will ultimately 
filled their Tuesday slot with a 
sharing of food and feminist 
literature in Aquinas Lounge 
that Tangel called “really low 
key.. .sort of a little study break 
type thing.” The following 
evening, a poetry and open mic 
night was held in 203. The week 
of events concluded on 
Thursday with a showing of the 
Oscar-nominated film 
Elizabeth, based on the life of 
England’s Queen Elizabeth, in 
Aquinas Lounge.
RISD Museum
Guided tour of
BOP presents:
Buses leave Peterson at 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, Mar. 24th
Sign up in the BOP Office
FREE!!
Recycling at PC
To recycle batteries on campus, 
bring them to one of the drop off 
points: Chemistry Dept., Sowa 237 
or the Physical Plant
Please deposit them in the marked 
bin. Any questions, please call the 
Recycling Hotline at xl881
To recycle your floppy disks, call the 
Recycling Hotline and we will pick 
them up for you!
Do you want
to be on The Cowl ??
Heidi Giesinger
page (this one!), please contact
If you are interested in working
on the Clubs and Organizations
at x3022.
Things for Thursday 
list of events: 
3/29 Antique Photos 
4/5 Easter Egg Delivery 
w/candy 
4/19 Wax Hands 
4/ 26 Caricatures
All activities run from 
11:30a.m. - 2:30p.m. 
in Lower Slavin.
PSO
Clothing Drive
Sundav. Mar. 25th
throuah Thursday, Mar. 29tm
Please drop off clothinq in the RA
Offices in all the buildinas
from 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.
We are also accepting various
personal hygiene products
(toothpaste, shampoo,
shavina cream!
Stuart s presents:
PC Pub Nights
8 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Friday: Mar 30th, Apr. 6th
A11 ages we I come I i
Beer and full bar
w/ proper l.D.
Below St. Dominic Chapel
Lenten Lecture Series
w/ Fr. Elias Henrity
Saturday's at 6:30 p.m.
Campus MinistryCenter
It's coming 
BOP presents:
Moonlight Cruise
on the Spirit of Boston
Saturday, April 7th
For students over 21
Tix ($25) on sale now in BOP Office
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Interested in becoming an 
Admissions Ambassador?
Come to an information session 
and find out more about us!
Join us on March 27th or March
Can't make a session? Stop by 
the Admissions Office (Harkins 222) 
to pick up an application.
Annual
Etiquette Dinner
Only $5 for a five course meal
Tuesday, Apr. 3rd @ 5:30 p.m
Learn helpful hints for your next formal
event or dinner interview! *space is limited
limited so register early in
the SAIL office.
BOP Channel 47: Movies for March
"Women's Awareness Month"
Beautiful Girls American Pie
G.l. Jane
Good Will Hunting
1 p.m., 4 p.m., 7 p.m., 10 p.m., 1 a.m.
The Matrix
A League of Their Own
Lent is here...
Take some time to prav
Adoration & Compline
Wednesday nights
after 9 p.m. Mass
Stations of the Cross
Monday, Mar. 26th
after 9 p.m. Mass
Stuart's
Coffeehouse
every Tuesday from 8-11 p.m.
Apr. 3rd:
Blues Cafe Night
Blues/Jazz band
FREE food
Great prizes for the winners
Apr. 1 Oth:
Easter Egg Hunt
FREE food & candyClass of ’04: 
What do you want 
 from your Class 
 Officers and Reps?
We need your ideas, advice, 
critiques, and comments. 
Help us help you!
Come to our meetings every 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. in Slavin 115
Senior Retreat
April 21 st - 22nd
Sign up now in the Chaplain’s Office
$25
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HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT TONIGHT’S LOSS?
“All of our friends went to New Orleans. 
We thought we’d stay 
and celebrate St. Paddy's Day!" 
- The Pink House
“The balls were in our hands, 
but we didn’t grab em.”
- Those Guys
“We’re still Superstars!”
“C rispin 
B rothers 
Suck!"
Mary Margaret O’Hara 
Chuck D
Kelly McDermott 
Matt O’Toole
Lee McLaughlin 
Sugar Daddy Daley
- Mo and Lisa
“A fitting end to our four years.”
- PC Cheerleaders Squad B.
“We were very impressed with the school 
spirit and the low price of Guinness.” 
- NBC News 10
Itchy and Scratchy
WE’RE BUMMED!
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Jesus Told Me I Can Eat
Meat On Fridays
by Pat Ferrucci ’01
Features Staff
This may seem unbelievable, 
but Jesus actually came and 
talked to me. I guess He felt if 
He were going to visit someone, 
it might as well be me. Being 
the devout non-practicing 
Catholic that I am, is there any 
better person to visit? I don’t 
think so and apparently neither 
did He. The big JC had a few 
problems with what was going 
on in the world and He felt like 
I could be his messenger. (I 
guess I’m kind of like a modern 
Moses.) I mean, He didn’t take 
me up on a hill or anything, but 
you get the idea. The Son of 
God knew what He was doing 
and we had a wonderful 
conversation.
You see, I woke up last 
Friday, kind of hung over, and 
there was Jesus, just standing 
over my bed and smiling while 
sucking on a lollipop. He was 
actually dressed pretty well. No 
tunic for Nazareth’s favorite 
son, instead He was wearing 
some Gap clothing with his 
trademark sandals. He made 
my morning because He 
brought me some Dunkin’ 
Donuts coffee. Jesus bought me 
a medium coffee, but He had 
“The Great One” for himself, 
fitting huh? Well, He sat down 
at the foot of the bed and said,
“Patrick, we need to talk.” I was 
kind of scared; I thought that 
maybe it was my time. 
Unfortunately not. JC started 
off by asking me if I had any 
sins. I guess He couldn’t talk 
to anyone who had sins. Of 
course, I did not, so we just got 
down to business.
Jesus and I started off by 
shooting the sh*t about the Red 
Sox. He said He made Nomar 
injure his wrist just to test the 
fortitude of the team and not to 
worry about it. Nomar will be 
feeling better in a couple weeks. 
I begged him to let the Sox win 
the World Series, but He told me 
it was already planned and He 
can’t mess with fate even if He 
wanted to. After some more 
small talk about Kurt Vonnegut, 
Wilco, and Trivial Pursuit, we 
got to the important stuff.
The big JC had come to visit 
because He was disturbed by a 
trend that has become 
commonplace over the past 
couple centuries. Jesus told me 
it pissed him off that nobody ate 
meat on Fridays. I told him it 
pissed me off too. He talked 
about all the people that take his 
name in vain, swear, and 
commit all other sorts of sins yet 
think just because they don’t eat 
meat, everything’s okay. I told 
Jesus I couldn’t agree more, and 
then He gave me a high five. He 
told me it was my mission to let 
everyone know that it was okay 
to start eating meat on Fridays 
during Lent. I asked him if that 
meant Providence College 
should start serving it in the 
cafeterias.
You know what He told me? 
That little halo thing appeared 
around his head and his voice 
went low and all of a sudden He 
proclaimed, “I don’t know why 
they don’t already. What about 
people who aren’t Catholic? 
What about the small 
percentage of Lutherans at the 
school? They need their protein 
and iron and the school is 
depriving them. From now on, 
let there be meat.” After He 
finished with the speech, the 
halo went away and He sat back 
down on the bed. He started 
tickling my feet, but I had such 
an extreme reaction to it, I 
kicked Jesus in the arm. It 
started swelling so He healed 
himself. It was pretty cool.
I thought He was going to 
leave because He gave me my 
mission, but I was wrong. Jesus 
challenged me to a game of 
Trivial Pursuit. I told him I 
couldn’t play him because He 
knew all the answers. After all, 
He had a hand in determining 
all the events and people the 
questions are about. He knew I 
was right, but He said He’d give 
me a head start. I decided to 
play. I mean, how can you say 
no to the Son of God? Even 
though I only needed to get one 
pie piece, He still kicked my 
a**
After the game we were both 
kind of pooped. Jesus decided 
that we should have one last 
supper before He went back to 
heaven, or wherever He goes. 
He looked up, and like manna 
from the sky, soon it was raining 
T-bone steaks in my bedroom. 
Then I got hit in the head with a 
bottle of A-1. It was a Friday 
during Lent and there I was 
sharing a steak dinner with 
God’s only son. I don’t even 
like steak. Once finished, Jesus 
kissed me on the cheek and left.
He may be gone, but I know 
what I need to do. So, with the 
Word of God as my source, 
things need to change around 
here. Jesus told me I can eat 
meat during Lent and so can 
you!
Bullentin 
WANTED...CAREER ASSISTANTS!
The Career Services Office is recruiting students 
who would like to volunteer as Career Assistants 
next year. Career Assistants receive training on 
career topics and resources, assist other students, 
present workshops, and help with special events.
Students from the classes of ‘01 and '02 may apply.
BENEFITS:
► Gain public speaking and leadership skills
► Learn about career planning
► Help others - a few hours weekly
INFO SESSIONS:
► Monday, March 27 @ 6:30, Slavin 105
► Tuesday, March 28 @ 4:30, Slavin 105
TO APPLY:
Information and applications are available In Career 
Services, Slavin 105
APPLICATION DEADLINE:TUESDAY, APRIL 4
Don’t forget to submit your entries to 
mduchnOl @ providence.edu!
Compiled by Matt Duchnowski ’01, 
 Features Staff 
Mathemagician
There were no entries to last issue’s question. Where have 
all the math whizzes gone?
The first step is realizing that the only way to get any of 
the grass to Damascus is by leaving bundles of it in the desert 
and returning to them later. Although there are an infinite 
number of ways to do this, the best method appears to be 
stopping at every single milepost. This method will allow 
you to transport 1398 kilograms; a greater result than any 
other partition.
Those mileposts however can be broken down even further 
(1/2 mile, 1/4 mile, 1/10 mile, etc.) As the number of milepost 
markers approaches infinity, the amount of transported grass 
approaches 1400 kilograms.
THIS WEEK’S QUESTION:
Regular hexagons are inscribed in and circumscribed outside 
of a circle. If the smaller hexagon has an area of three square
units, what is the area of the larger one?
American History X-wora
Across
I. Cherokee
Scopes
HUAC
Dewey 
Edwards
10. O’Connor
II. Manzanar
Down
2. Rockefeller
4. Stowe
5. Dunbar
7. Doughboys
8. Lusitania
The
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semester
OF SUCK
The Obituary
by Tiffany Green ’01
Features Staff
After four years of faithful and devoted service, the official trashmobile of 
Providence College is expected to pass away Saturday, March 24th, at 10:00 a.m. 
The wake will be held at Tarbox Toyota in East Greenwich, Rhode Island, preceding 
a closed funeral at an undetermined junkyard. Complimentary refreshments will 
be served during and after the party, um, I mean, funeral.
This 1989 Toyota Celica, with 122,000 miles, and classic ’80s good looks that 
even Anthony Michael Hall could not dispute, (including, but not limited to, racing 
stripes, as well as a faded velour “smurf” blue interior) is being forced into retirement 
by its owner due to the fact that it has been deemed “unsafe” by various 
organizations, such as the Department of Motor Vehicles (Rhode Island chapter) as 
well as the Department of Environmental Management (Rhode Island chapter).
The owner of the car has tried to sabotage the overwhelming beauty of the car 
several times a week over the last two years. She would tell friends to feel free to 
“wrap it around a tree,” and violate fire safety laws by fitting as many as nine 
people into its compact and delectable interior, an experience which passenger 
Timothy Hartz ’01 will “always regret and never forget.”
The driver has also been known to forget the car at Slavin overnight and walk 
home without it, or go on “pothole outings,” where she would shamelessly try to hit 
every pothole within a thirty-mile radius of the Providence College area. This 
resulted in a homemade hydraulics system, which automatically “kicks in” when 
one reaches a speed over 15 m.p.h., and whose vibration is a feeling of ecstasy so 
great that it cannot be reached by any other automobile made by man.
The car will be survived by Tiffany Green ’01, as well as fellow co-owners 
Nicole Sesti, JenniferTuohy, Tai and Cre Vandenberghe, two wom down brakepads, 
and AAA.
Sojourner House Seeks Involvement for 
Community Initiative to End Family Violence
The Rhode Island Outreach Project’s goal is to end 
family violence in Rhode Island’s rurla and suburban 
communities through prevention and education, 
advocacy and services.
The involvement of local residents and organizations 
is crucial to the success of this project.
Sojourner House encourages any area organizations 
or residents that are interested in participating or 
needing more information to contact them at 766-9821.
The outreach project is coordinated by the Rhode Island Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence (RICADV) in partnership with the Sexual Assault and 
Trauma Resource Center of Rhode Island.
by Megan Greco ’02
Asst. Features Editor
And while we’re at it...what is this 
semester s glitch? Every single person 
I’ve talked to is out of their minds with 
homework, projects, and papers. Maybe 
it’s just that last semester was a joke. Or 
maybe everything just seems worse 
because I’m sick of winter, and snow,and 
sand all over the floor of my car. 
Regardless of the cause, this semester 
has resulted in an assortment of 
unwanted events...
thrown. I think it’s just because I made 
the mistake of existing at that particular 
moment. I think the most humorous 
thing about one of these incidents was 
that the (obviously) fifteen year-old boys 
who yelled “slut” at my roommate and I 
were in (of all things) a maroon mini 
van. This kid was hanging out the sliding 
door and heckling me and, quite frankly, 
he probably had braces. Maybe if they 
were in some sort of fresh ride I’d 
understand, but a mini-van? Come on 
now.
Slut-O-Rama
So this semester I’ve been called a 
“slut” like 57 1/2 bazillion times by 
rowdy boys. I am never actually 
participating in an activity that would 
warrant such an insult when it was
In closing, I’d like to say that this 
semester has made me want to dig a hole 
behind Bedford and live in it with some 
books, some CDs, and my cat. Or maybe 
I’ll just drop out of school and move to 
Fiji. Either way, the past three months 
have been kicking my butt and the next 
two can help themselves and get it over 
with already.
Coping Strategies
I don’t know how most people have 
been dealing with stress this semester, 
but I’ve worked through a variety of 
methods. First, I thought I could handle 
it all, while still maintaining last 
semester’s carefree lifestyle. I was 
wrong of course, but then I just 
pretended I was fine and then lay in bed 
flipping out every night. Then I started 
getting serious attitude with everyone 
and being an overall joy to be around. 
Then one night I verged on a nervous 
breakdown and I sat on the floor of our 
shower for a half an hour, not even caring 
that the water was way too hot. When I 
got out I announced to my roommates 
that I was now “attempting to get one 
small piece of a grip,” I then proceeded 
to make a color-coded schedule at one 
in the morning and every five minutes 
I’d announce, “See Ella...yellow 
indicates extra-curricular activities.”
Now I do this thing where I freak out 
about how much work I have to do, and 
then decide I’d just rather watch A 
League of Their Own. Not the best 
decision, I’m sure, but my stress level is 
way down.
Retro 1997
I feel like I’m a junior in high school 
again. I find myself saying things like, 
“I’m so stressed out because second 
semester junior year is really demanding 
and important” or the all-time favorite 
high school excuse, “What...does this 
teacher think theirs is the ONLY class I 
have? Jeez, all of my teachers should 
get together so they don’t give me so 
much work.” Sometimes I have, like, 
seven straight hours of class and I only 
get to eat at 10:30 a.m., so it’s like I have 
“first lunch” again or something.
Also, I’ve noticed that I look forward 
to 8:00 on Wednesday nights again 
because of freakin’ Dawson’s Creek! 
What is my problem?! I never end up 
watching the whole show, but all day I 
find myself thinking, “Yesssss...it’s 
Wednesday.”
One other little fun thing that’s been 
going on is I’ve been getting into petty 
fights with people where the dialogue 
through a middle man goes a little 
something like this: “Well YOU tell HIM 
that I said that if he even THINKS I’m 
ever going to talk to him again then he 
is OUT OF HIS MIND!” Real mature 
of me, huh?
March 22,2001 FEATURES The Cowl 31
The Island
by Erin Keller ’02
Features Staff
The rule was that only four were 
allowed in the canoe at one time. But 
Dougie didn’t count, he was only seven, 
and Cameron and Charles were twins, 
so they only counted once. The logic 
was acceptable for the six as they rowed 
out to the island—the only place where 
a game of tag was truly fair. The set 
boundary of water forced a mandatory 
integrity to the group. This was coupled 
with the fact that anyone, even Tom, 
would rather be “it” than wet. And even 
though they all were convinced that there 
were truly only four people in the boat, 
they still weren’t taking any chances.
“Dougie put your head down! If I 
have to tell you again we’re throwing 
you off the boat”
“I can’t— “
“And don’t talk neither. You don’t 
count, remember?”
Mickey tried to sound serious, but he 
caught Cameron’s grin and began to 
laugh. Dougie joined in though he 
wasn’t sure why. It was like that a lot as 
the youngest.
“Help tie up the boat, Tom.”
“We should build a fort.” 
“Why do we need a fort?” 
“Help tie up the boat, Tom.”
Even for June an unusual humidity 
hung over the lake as the boys spilled 
onto the island. Still young enough to 
consider the land enormous, they 
appreciated it more than their own 
homes.
Jeremiah tied his final knot and took 
off for the heart of the island, a pit of 
pine needles and cones where, in
adolescent 
tradition, the 
six tried to 
light nu 
merous fires. 
And as was the 
tradition, suc- 
c e s s f u 1 
attempt 
resulted in 
almost 
immediate 
extinguish­
ment. The 
flames didn’t
just give it a 
try. Even 
being the 
youngest 
and, by con- 
temporary 
standards, 
not counting, 
Dougie 
knew the 
lake was one 
of the few 
great places 
left on Earth.
frighten them, but burning any part of 
the island seemed similar to sacrilege. 
They figured it was something most 
people would feel if they kindled a fire 
in their living room.
“You’re it.”
“Why?” Tom looked to the group, 
dumbfounded and indignant.
“You never help with the boat.”
“Dude, you and the boat.”
“Well yeah, Tom, it’s our parents’ 
boat.”
Tom didn’t want to argue with the 
twins. They were only brothers, not 
identical, and yet they usually agreed. 
Fighting with them felt like fighting one 
person with double the power. Plus, they 
were right: Tom didn’t like tying up the 
boat. In surrender, he began to count 
with an elbow over his eyes.
By the time Tom reached twenty, 
Cameron was behind a rock, Jeremiah 
and Mickey had climbed trees, Charles 
was on the other side of the island and 
Dougie was back in the boat.
Dougie could see his house. There 
was rotten wood and a barely useful 
screened-in porch. It was calm now, but 
later there would be yelling. His mother 
would complain about the house, and the 
money, and his father would call her an 
in grate.
Dougie brushed the thought away, 
and concentrated on the game. There 
were many more hours of day, and he 
wouldn’t spend them in worry. Maybe 
after the game they would all take a 
swim. He could keep up with them in 
swimming.
He didn’t know why his mother 
didn’t like living by the lake. The house 
wasn’t nice but the lake was fun, if she’d
Satisfaction 
Not Guaranteed
by Jessica Albetski ’04
Features Staff
“We do not ride on the railroad, it 
rides upon us. ” 
-Henry David Thoreau
I love flying. I’ve been going through 
plane withdrawal because I haven’t been 
on one in nearly seven years. Since I 
live in Connecticut, there’s no real need 
to fly home from Providence, so instead 
I take the train, where I’ve had the worst 
experiences. I would give anything to 
have my car on-campus so I can drive 
home.
I would gladly sit in gridlock for 
hours than ride the train— at least then 
I’d be guaranteed a seat in my own car. 
On a train, especially on the Amtrak 175 
at 2:21 pm on Friday afternoons, you 
aren’t guaranteed a seat, have to stand, 
and get pushed around by passengers just 
so they can get their beverages and their 
packaged hot dogs and hamburgers and 
bring them back to their window seat. 
That way they can sit and enjoy their 
train ride, while I'm standing in the aisle
doing my best to get out of their way.
Let me start over. I do not detest the 
train. In fact, the train has been a very 
enjoyable experience when I’ve had a 
seat, however, I’ve had too many rotten 
experiences and so few pleasurable ones, 
that my bad memories overpower any 
good opinions I have about the train.
The absolute first time I took the train 
was Columbus Day weekend. My 
grandparents came to pick me up and we 
rode the 2:21 train home. First off, 
Amtrak is awful! You would think that 
on a major holiday weekend they would 
add more train cars. Instead, they 
overbook the train and make us sit on 
the floor! The train I take, the Northeast 
Direct, comes from Boston, and should 
just be nicknamed Collegesville or 
something like that because of the 
tremendous populous of college students 
that ride it. So, by the time the train 
reaches the good ole Providence station, 
with hundreds of college students 
waiting to board, it’s already packed with 
Bostonians. The few lucky people get 
seats, while the rest of us stand with our 
luggage (and if you just ask my friends
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Heaven Poetry CornerWatermelon
by Tracy Kennedy ’02
Features Editor
Revitalized by the gallons of 
herbal tea and a few warm 
baths, Emma was beginning to 
feel like she was finally 
discovering a calmer place, like 
she was arriving at her center.
Now it was time for Emma 
to make a plan. She knew that 
with her luck, the plans would 
probably be shot to hell as 
usual, but at least she was 
making a start. Beginning a 
new life on the other side of the 
country was one thing, but it 
was quite another to be dumb 
about it. A strategy with a few 
alternate options would be just 
what she required to get on 
track.
First, Emma got out the 
Classifieds in the Sunday L.A. 
Times and began circling ads 
that interested her. Soon, 
though, there were more red X’s 
on the pages than she wanted 
to see. There were a few 
auditions for off-Broadway 
productions the following 
week, but Emma really needed 
to find something that paid so 
she could begin to pay rent to 
Grace.
Down the road from Grace’s 
home was a small, upscale 
eatery that had a hiring sign in 
the window. Even though she 
was a true klutz, Emma had 
managed to waitress in college 
when money was tight. She 
waited tables at a local family­
style restaurant where she made 
pretty good money. She only 
decided to quit when she 
tripped over someone’s purse 
that was on the floor and spilled 
ice-cold soda down the backs of 
two or three patrons. It was then 
that Emma decided to forgo a 
career in the food service 
industry. Without looking back, 
Emma ran from that restaurant 
without even finishing her shift. 
She was so embarrassed that 
she could not bear to stick out 
the night. Emma was hoping 
that walking out wasn’t slowly 
becoming a pattern for her.
Since she did have some 
experience with waitressing and 
was in dire need of a paycheck, 
Emma decided to check out the 
place during lunch, to get a feel 
for it. When she arrived, the 
hostess ushered her to a table 
by the window. Even for 1:30 
in the afternoon, the place was 
hopping. Emma was lucky that 
she was alone and could grab a 
seat so quickly. Examining the 
menu, it didn’t look like there 
was anything that would be too 
difficult to explain and persuade 
customers to buy. There was an 
assortment of sandwiches, 
soups and salads.
When the waiter (an 
extremely gorgeous specimen) 
approached her table, Emma 
could barely get the words out 
to ask for a glass of ice water 
with lemon and lime. He was 
medium height and build and jet 
black hair, with ice blue eyes 
that mesmerized her. His voice 
was soft and gentle and went 
right through her. His nametag 
read “James”, and Emma 
wondered if she would ever get 
beneath that nametag, and see 
into his heart. If there was such 
a thing as love at first sight, this 
was it. Wow.
Emma asked the waiter if he 
enjoyed working at the 
restaurant, as she was interested 
in applying for a position on the 
wait staff. After running to 
retrieve her house salad and half 
turkey, lettuce and tomato wrap, 
James said “You should 
definitelyjoin the staff. It would 
be great to have you here. Let 
me get you an application.”
Excitedly, Emma filled out 
the application and set up an 
interview with the manager for 
the next day. James offered to 
meet her for coffee that night to 
give her some tips about the 
manager and what she would be 
looking for, and tell her more 
about the job, the hours and the. 
customers. Emma thought she 
had died and gone to heaven. 
There had to be some catch 
though, why would anyone like 
her? He was probably just being 
nice because she was very 
obviously new to town.
Back at Grace’s, Emma 
raced around the apartment 
looking for something to wear 
to the coffeehouse and calling 
out to Grace. Grace was 
probably on her way home from 
work now so Emma would have 
to wait (excitedly) for her to 
come home. When she walked 
in the door, before she could 
even put down her briefcase, 
Grace was bombarded with 
Emma’s animated chatter. “I 
don’t know if it’s really a date 
or anything, I mean, I don’t want 
to be too presumptuous. He 
definitely blew me away, but I 
can’t believe that he would 
actually want anything more 
that to help me with getting the 
waitressing position.”
Grace was pleased to hear 
that Emma was getting on with 
her romantic life. Though she 
had been the one to break up 
with Nick, Emma had been 
moping around the apartment 
for hours at a time, missing him. 
She knew that she was right to 
escape the trap clutching her and 
the suffocation of a relationship 
going nowhere, but she feared 
that she might have done the 
wrong thing, leaving him so 
abruptly and moving across the 
country. Sh.e still loved him, 
but she wasn’t in love with him 
anymore. It was hard to 
reconcile so many contradictory 
feelings.
James rang the doorbell and 
Emma could swear that she 
could smell him through the 
door. Opening the door, she 
almost fell to the ground, her 
knees felt so rubbery. James 
took her hand and led her to his 
convertible. Yeah, to his 
convertible. Damn.
Emma and James chose a 
small, intimate, candlelit table in 
the corner of the coffee shop. 
The dim lighting of the cafe 
allowed the pair to become 
better acquainted, feeling as 
though there were no one else 
in the world. Emma could not 
believe how easy it was to talk 
to James. He seemed to 
understand all about her, from 
her passion for the theater (He, 
too, was a struggling actor.),to 
her deep need to discover who 
she was that led her to the West 
Coast.
Arriving shortly after seven, 
they were still lost in 
conversation when the owner 
asked them to please settle the 
bill, so they could close the 
restaurant. Seven hours, they’d 
been sitting there and already 
Emma felt like she was talking 
to her soul mate. They seemed 
to understand and relate to 
everything about each other. 
James drove them to the coast, 
the warm air blowing through 
Emma’s curly hair.
With the sand between her 
toes, Emma felt as if she were 
tiptoeing towards heaven. By 
the light of the moon, Emma 
reached up and placed her hand 
on James’s cheek. He moved 
slowly to her and kissed her 
gently on the lips. She smiled 
and hand-in-hand, Emma and 
James nearly floated to the car.
At Grace’s door, Emma 
welcomed one more heavenly 
kiss from this angel that had 
drifted down from the sky and 
pulled herself away and went 
inside. She couldn’t bear to let 
any words ruin this perfect 
evening. From the window, she 
watched his car slowly creep 
away, his ice blue eyes never 
leaving hers. Maybe this is 
what it’s like to be in heaven.
Continued next week...
by Neisha McGuckin ’03
Asst. Features Editor
In the stillness of the night
I am lying on my back
My legs silkysmooth, 
No nubby prickles like my 
Momma.
When I’m sick
(at night too)
I climb into bed and sink
My head on her chest
Right above the part where it says 
“Snuggles” on her nightgown.
I whisper, “Snuggles,” as I settle in 
But she is already snoring.
My sweaty legs squirm under the 
Miles of damp sheets and then 
Scrape against the stubbly legs 
The long womanish legs 
Bent so comfortably toward me.
I wonder what I’ll be like 
When I am a woman.
Will I have those scrapey legs
And fall asleep so fast?
Will I smile so big
And so easily for the watermelon 
That came out of my belly?
A Thought On Knowledge
by Sara Schepis ’04
Features Staff
"I believe that I may understand”
The great minds hungered after 
Knowledge of the Mind Divine 
And noble minds of clarity did well— 
Faith and thought deserved them fame. 
As for roe
I lift my mind as high and far
And well as 1 can see.
And reaching that humble height the rest 
Consign to Sacred Mystery
Not So
Grateful Feet
by Maria Monaco ’02
Features Staff
My feet have a small complaint against the walkways on campus. They seem to think that 
something more can be done about the large puddles that can be found everywhere, especially 
when in rains.
I personally have nothing to do with this but I want to stay in good relation with my 
feet so I promised to show everyone a little song that they wrote about their frustrations. It 
can be sung to the beat of Dido’s song Thank You. It goes a little something like this (don’t 
be embarrassed to read it aloud).
I’m always wet; I’m never dry. These drains don’t work at all.
And every morning just to get to class, I’m swimming through a puddle.
And even if it didn’t rain last night, there'd still be puddles there.
And it reminds me that this is PC, this is PC.
There’s just no way to get around them; they’re everywhere you go. 
Sometimes I don’t even realize how deep the water is.
And even if I tried to jump right over, I’d only make a splash!
And that reminds me that this is PC, this is PC.
And I’d like to thank them for not putting working drains on this campus. 
Yes, I’d like to thank them for doing nothing at all.
And when it rains it’s even worse; my socks are soaking wet. 
Excuse me for not having more water-resistant shoes.
But even it I did. I’d still get wet trying to get across Huxley.
And that reminds me that this is PC, this is PC.
And I’d like to thank them for not putting working drains on this campus. 
Yes, I’d like to thank them for doing nothing at all.
I don’t know what’s gotten into my feet, but who am I to stop them from voicing their 
opinion?
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The Power to Elevate
by Joe Dowling ’01
Features Secret Weapon
“So why don’t you fix this 
mess? Huh? ... You’re the 
smart one, aren’t you?”
And obviously the damn 
computer wasn’t going to 
answer her. For the last thirty 
minutes, 74 year-old Sylvia 
Landry had waited in the 
collapsing elevator praying for 
someone to find her, and 
accompanied only by a giant 
2001 Getren Original v5.2 
Sewing Machine, equipped 
with a Pentium Processor. Eat 
you’re heart out, Mr. Singer. It 
was the perfect day for this to 
happen, too.
Like always, Sylvia was the 
last to leave the warehouse on 
Friday evening. For the last 
thirty-six years, Sylvia had 
worked at Station 29 at the 
factory, piecing together the 
different outfits that Mr. 
Johnston would sell at his posh 
shop on North Main Street. For 
the last thirty-six years, Sylvia 
had done anything but slave. 
She thoroughly enjoyed every 
aspect of her job, whether it be 
the conversations she’d have 
with the other women, or the 
work itself, which she 
considered leisure. She 
dreamed that she would never 
leave the company.
However, Mr. Johnston 
thought differently. Two 
Fridays ago, management told 
her that they would no longer 
need her at the plant due to the 
downsizing the company was 
undergoing. No big deal, 
thought Ms. Landry, it was 
probably time for retirement 
anyway. The company opted to 
throw a giant party that included 
beautiful gifts, a great lunch and 
sentiment from everyone at the 
plant. While the party probably 
made Sylvia feel worse about 
leaving, it made her feel better 
regarding those who 
appreciated her, and would now 
miss her.
But back to the elevator. 
This was a real problem right 
now. What’s worse? Upon 
entering thirty-five minutes ago, 
Sylvia found a cart in the comer 
with a cover over it. When she 
removed the cover to see what 
it was hiding, she not only found 
the most expensive machine on 
the market; she found her 
replacement, the 2001 Getren 
Original v5.2. As she read the 
tag, she noticed that the 
machine was destined for 
Station 29, her own station for 
the past thirty-six years.
“What do we do now?” 
asked Sylvia looking into the 
giant electronic spools as if they 
were human eyes. No answer 
from the Getren v5.2. Sylvia 
relentlessly shook the iron gate 
that worked as the door to the 
elevator. It was no surprise that 
the elevator got stuck (again.) 
The lift was so ancient; it looked 
like it could have been made 
straight from Otis himself. 
Sylvia often wondered how 
much the piece would go for if 
she brought it over to that 
antique show where they price 
your collectibles. Then again, 
the elevator wasn’t worth much 
at this point.
Again, she pressed the 
emergency button, and came to 
the conclusion that it was not 
working properly. A flickering 
light bulb dangled from its 
frame above, and that too 
looked like it was about to fail 
her. Again and again, Sylvia 
pressed the emergency button 
and screamed to the other end 
of the receiver. Alexander 
Graham Bell would be rolling 
around in his grave.
“You’re going to like Station 
29, it is right in the middle of 
all the commotion... You’ll hear 
about Mrs. Welch’s son’s drug 
problem and how well Mrs. 
Oliver’s gout was doing.
The machine failed to reply 
and Sylvia smiled at it for a 
couple more minutes before 
banging on the door again. Her 
efforts were beginning to seem 
pointless, and she wondered 
where Ralphie the security 
guard was hiding. She felt like 
Harry Houdini, needing to 
escape from this box that was 
about to turn over and be 
submerged in a pool of water. 
Instead of a sellout audience, 
Sylvia was treated with just this 
computer that sat motionless. 
Behind the cart she found an 
outlet and decided to plug in the 
Getren v5.2. Like clockwork, 
the machine started up making 
a very low and smooth 
sounding, rumbling noise, 
Sylvia walked around thd cart 
examining each of the 
machine’s distinct features. She 
could understand about half of 
the buttons and their usage. 
Immediately, she felt a little bit 
slighted by this modern-day 
miracle (as the commercials 
describe it.)
“Well, how do I get out of 
this mess?”
No response. Instead, the 
noise from the fan belt quieted 
a little bit, and Sylvia pushed the 
cart with her foot.
Finally, Sylvia had decided 
she was sick of waiting. As 
tired, aged, and beaten down as 
she was, there was still an 
opportunity somewhere. Her 
grandfather had always told her 
that. She felt around the room 
and was convinced that this 
would be her home for a while. 
The gate-door was jammed 
stuck, and even if it could open, 
the elevator was in the middle 
of two floors and she would be 
faced with a wall.
“What’s the answer v5.2?”
V5.2 had no answer, and 
Sylvia had expected that.
After moments of fighting 
off insanity, Sylvia slumped to 
the ground. She threw her head 
back against the back wall of the 
elevator and half sighed, half 
groaned. She was scared to look 
up at the flickering light bulb, 
because she was scared she’d 
watch it go out. Mr. Edison’s 
finest creation would fail her 
eventually. When she finally 
did peek up at the bulb, she 
noticed a grate tucked-away at 
the comer of the elevator robf. 
It looked rusty, but escape 
through the top could result in 
freedom through the door to the 
floor up above. Immediately, 
Sylvia disassembled her 
companion and removed the 
needle. With her new tool, she 
scraped away the rust from the 
screw and removed five of the 
six screws before the needle 
wore away. She could move the 
grate but could not displace it 
enough to skinny through. 
Sylvia did her best to 
reassemble the machine and 
place it under the grate. There 
was a cord that attached the 
machine to the cart. She 
connected the cord to one of the 
electronic spools and tied the 
other end to the last comer of 
the grate. Not so miraculously, 
the spool pulled the cord hard 
enough to rip the grate right off 
the roof. Sylvia turned off her 
friend and climbed up onto the 
cart.
Freedom had come a lot 
quicker than Sylvia had 
planned. In fact, she had lost 
only a couple of hours of her 
night. On her way out, she 
passed Ralphie the security 
guard who awoke from his 
slumber as she passed.
She passed him and said 
goodbye for the last time.
“Ms. Landry,” he called 
trying to catch her before she 
was out of the picture. “Just 
wanted to tell you... I’ve 
always admired your dedication 
here.”
“Thank .you,” .
“It helped.”
r
••••••••••••••••••••••••a
Satisfaction
-Continued from page 31-
you will know that I am not a 
light packer). I’m sure people 
have had more luggage than I, 
but with my laptop, backpack 
busting with textbooks, a gym 
bag stuffed with clothes and, of 
course, a handbag filled with 
who knows what, its difficult to 
move through a train aisle that’s 
as small as a dorm room in 
McVinney.
With all of my luggage, if I 
turn one way, BOOM, my 
backpack hits someone, if I turn 
another way, CRASH, I poke 
someone’s eye out with my 
laptop bag. Then there are the 
morons who just don’t 
understand that I cant help it. 
Hi, I’m standing in the aisle, 
you’re sitting down. I have my 
luggage in my arms. I’m trying 
to do the best I can, and I’m 
sorry if I hit you, I really don’t 
want to, but how else am I going 
to maneuver my belongings. So 
before you shoot me a dirty 
look, why don’t you take my 
freaking luggage and try it 
yourself! As if I want to hit 
people.
Can you tell I’m just a bit 
frustrated right now? I could be 
in the most peaceful mood, but 
when I start talking about the 
train my eyes widen and neck 
veins start appearing. I just get 
so excited that I want to stand 
up and scream, wave my arms 
and yell how much I hate the 
train. I’m writing so fast right 
now I’m surprised there isn’t 
smoke rising from this paper. 
This isn’t as bad as it probably 
sounds. Standing the first few 
times was okay. I ’ m pretty used 
to standing. It’s just the 
unbearable people on the train 
that bother me. I’ve never met 
so many rude people except on 
the train. But, I have met some 
really nice people, and I often 
stand with PC students.
I only have to take the train 
again in Easter, and then I’ll be 
done with it until next year, 
unless I get my car at PC. I am 
not looking forward to taking 
the train Easter considering it’s 
another major holiday, just 
another experience of standing 
and pushing my stuff around so 
people can get by me. Maybe 
if I take a night train it will be 
better since I can usually get a 
seat. We’ll see what happens in 
April.
So, out of eight or so 
experiences, I’ve only been 
satisfied three or four times. I 
think Amtrak should change its 
promise of “Satisfaction 
Guaranteed” to “Satisfaction 
Not Guaranteed”, and if they 
have a problem with that they 
should just discuss it with a 
college student who rides their 
Northeast Direct.
11. World War II Japanese Internment 
Camp
Across
1. Native American Tribe associated with 
the “Trail of Tears”
3._______Trial of 1925
6. Acronymic Anti- Communist
Committee Led by McCarthy
7. “_______ Defeats Truman”
9. Great Awakening Preacher Jonathan
10. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
Down
2. Standard Oil Magnate
4. Writer Harriet Beecher_______
5. Poet Paul Lawrence________
7. Nickname of World War I Soldiers
8. Sank May 7, 1915
Compiled by: Neisha McGuckin '03, Asst. Features 
Editor, with help from www.puzzlemaker.com
Presidential Trivia Quiz Answers
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• 2)B 6) B 9)C ••
• 3)D 7)B 10) A
•
•
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Big season ends in Big Easy
continued from back page
get results off our press, but I’m not sure 
if I can put my finger on one thing. We 
just didn’t get good shots.”
A Friars offense, which had averaged 
76.7 points per game this season, fizzled 
when it was needed most and was lim­
ited to under 60 for the third time in four 
games. Those three games - against 
Boston College, Syracuse and PSU - all 
resulted in losses.
The Nittany Lions even found the 
answer to stopping the soul of the Fri­
ars’ squad, John Linehan, who was 
named Defensive Player of the Year at 
the Big East Championship on March 6. 
In the midst of a highly touted match-up 
between Linehan and PSU’s point guard 
Joe Crispin, Penn State kept Linehan on 
his toes throughout the game. They used 
screens at the top of the key to disrupt 
Linehan’s pressure and moved Linehan 
off the ball in the second half by having 
guard Titus Ivory bring the ball up court. 
By the end of the game, the pride of PC 
- who played 35 minutes out of 40 - was 
gassed, had hit only 2-of-ll shots, and 
did not record a steal for the first time 
on the season.
“We just weren’t in the flow,” said 
Linehan. “We moved the ball pretty well 
at times, but the shots weren’t falling for 
us. We had some good looks, but we 
couldn’t hit them. I didn’t do a good job 
of running the team like I should have, 
and I’ll take the blame for that.”
“This is devastating for me,” Linehan 
continued. “We’re a pretty good team, 
and I expected us to go really far, so this 
hurts really bad for me.”
The Friars finish the season 21-10, 
their best record during the three years 
INTERESTED IN PLAYING FOR 
A VARSITY INTERCOLLEGIATE 
ATHLETIC TEAM???
DO YOU HAVE HIGH SCHOOL OR CLUB 
VOLLEYBALL EXPERIENCE???
Come to an informational meeting
APRIL 17, 2001 AT 6:00 PM 
in ALUMNI HALL
QUESTIONS ...
Call Margot at ext. 2028
of Welsh’s tenure but remain winless in 
the post-season under Welsh. The ca­
reers of seniors Erron Maxey, Karim 
Shabazz, and Chris Rogers end in New 
Orleans, but if you are going to go out, 
the NCAA Tournament is the place to 
end.
“This is the best way to go out,” said 
Maxey. “To make it into post-season 
play, the NCAA Tournament, is some­
thing I’ve never done before. This is 
something I’m always going to remem­
ber.”
Shabazz paved the way for the Friars 
early, as PC looked inside to the tallest 
player to ever don the black and white 
for six of their first nine points. Unfor­
tunately for the Friars, Shabazz quickly 
picked up two fouls at the 14 minute 
mark and was forced to head to the 
bench.
Tied at nine, PSU’s outside shooting 
came alive, as four three pointers - two 
by Ivory, one by Jon Crispin, the younger 
brother of Joe, and one by Brandon 
Watkins - let PSU quickly take a 23-13 
lead over the Friars halfway through the 
first.
The Friars responded as they took a 
17-2 run on the Nittany Lions - a run 
that saw seven different players hit field 
goals - to lead, 30-25. Penn State threw 
five more points on the board at the end 
of the half and did not allow PC to score 
for the final three and a half minutes, 
entering the locker room tied at 30.
The Friars kept close through the first 
part of the second half but watched as 
Shabazz picked up two more fouls and 
was sent to the bench. Shabazz played 
only 19 minutes in the game, 10 in the 
second half due to foul trouble. For PC, 
a trend began to develop, as every time 
they scored a basket it seemed PSU 
scored two or three to keep the Friars at 
bay.
A seven-point spurt by Jon Crispin in 
a minute in a half gave PSU a 48-38 lead, 
during which a key play of the game was 
made. With 12:18 left, Crispin grabbed 
a rebound, drove the length of the court,
photo by John Englishmen '03
Head Coach Tim Welsh and junior John Linehan discuss strategy at the Big 
Dance. The Friars season came to an end as they dropped a 69-59 decision
to the Penn State 
hit the lay-up, and drew the fourth foul 
on Shabazz. He hit the free throw for a 
44-37 Penn State lead.
After a bucket from Romuald 
Augustin, Erron Maxey tried desperately 
to keep the Friars in the game as he 
scored eight of the Friars’ next ten points. 
The PSU lead remained in tact, however, 
62-52. A three by freshman Maris Laksa 
brought the game within seven with 1:49 
remaining, but PSU hit 7-of-8 free 
throws in the final two minutes to ice 
the game for the Nittany Lions, who 
went on to defeat the North Carolina Tar 
Heels this weekend to advance to the 
Sweet Sixteen.
In their final games for Providence, 
Maxey and Shabazz provided most of 
the offense. Maxey finished the game 
with a team-high 16 points and six re­
bounds, which lifted him over the 1,300- 
point milestone in his career. He fin­
ishes his four years at Providence with 
1,306 points, 15,h all-time at PC. 
Shabazz finished with 13 points and nine 
rebounds.
The Friars did a good job containing 
Joe Crispin, limiting him to 13 points on 
a night of 4-of-ll shooting. But Gyasi 
Cline-Heard led the way for PSU with 
16 points and 10 rebounds, while Ivory 
and Jon Crispin added 13 and 11, respec­
tively.
“I think our defense was there, but 
they’re a good team and very similar to 
ourselves,” explained Maxey. “If you 
take one person out of the offense, some­
one else is there to pick up the slack, and 
that’s what happened tonight. It wasn’t 
just Crispin or Cline-Heard, it was ev­
erybody. When you play a team that is 
very versatile when it comes to scoring, 
just like our team, it’s very difficult to 
stop a team like that. When your team
Nittany Lions.
has so many options, it just makes it that 
much more difficult to stop them.”
A team that started out 2-3 on a weak 
non-conference schedule, few people 
thought that these Friars would have ad­
vanced this far, let alone win their next 
14 of 16 games and catch the entire Big 
East by surprise. However, the Friars 
offense disappeared as the games got 
more critical, likely a compliment to the 
strategies of opposing teams in those big 
games, and lost five of their last nine. It 
took an entire season, but, in the end, 
the puzzle was solved - word was out 
on how to beat the Friars. And they got 
beat.
Despite the losses, this is a Friar’s 
season sure to be remembered for years 
to come - a team that brought a program 
out of the ashes and rose to greater 
heights than ever expected. With all but 
the three seniors returning - including 
Linehan - the Friars are not far from a 
possible reproduction of this year’s feats 
next season.
“I thought we’ve done a lot, maybe 
more than a lot of PC teams have done,” 
said Welsh of his squad. “Maybe not in 
regards to advancing in the tournament, 
but for what they did in injecting life 
back into this program. For that, I’m 
very proud of them and very thankful, 
because that takes a lot to do what they 
did this year. I’m very proud of this 
team, and I always will be.”
CLASSIFIEDS
Employment Apartment for Rent Apartment for Rent
Fraternities • Sororities 
Clubs • Student Groups
Earn $1,000- $2,000 this semester with the easy 
Campusfundraiser.com three hour fundraising 
event. No sales required. Fundraising dates are 
filling quickly, so call today! Contact 
Campusfundraiser.com at (888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com.
Houses and Apartments for 
Rent
2-3-4 Bedroom available 
immediately 
or for June 1st (Fall Semester) 
$500 and up 
(401)559-5505 
mcampal079@aol.com
Apartments for Rent!
Pembroke Ave near PC 2nd and 3rd floors
3 Large Bedrooms, new kitchen appliances, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas baseboard heat, 
and gas hot water, new 
bathrooms. Secure area with lighted parking. 
$900 per month Call 274-7763
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Women’s B-ball 
rims out
Carton springs 
out into
by Kevin Farrahar ’01
Sports Staff____________
Providence College staged a late sea­
son run to prolong the careers of four se­
niors while at the same time providing 
hope for the future of PC Women’s Bas­
ketball. A big win against Syracuse in 
the final game of the season allowed the 
Lady Friars the chance to play in the post 
season. The good news was that the sea­
son was continuing; the bad news was 
that Providence had not won a post sea­
son game since the 1994-95 season.
In the opening round of the Big East 
Tournament, PC was matched up against 
Seton Hall, a team who looked strong 
early in the season, but had lost five in a 
row. With the strong offensive showing 
against Syracuse and the knowledge that 
the Pirates were struggling a bit, the Lady 
Friars gained a dose of confidence. For 
a team like Providence, who has had its 
ups and downs throughout the season, a 
little confidence can go a long way. And 
it did, as eleventh-seeded Providence 
made the Pirates walk the plank with a 
72-61 upset. It was the first win for 
Providence in the Big East Tournament 
since Coach Jabir has taken over the 
realm.
After a sloppy first half, in which 
Providence trailed 26-25, the Lady Fri­
ars turned up the intensity and took con­
trol of the game. The two teams were 
tied on four separate occasions until 
sophomore Andrea Horvath, the Sopran, 
Hungary native, drilled a three pointer 
with just over ten minutes remaining to 
spark a Providence run. The PC 
frontcourt then took over the game, as 
senior Monika Roberts made one of two 
free throws to put the Lady Friars up 47- 
46, a lead they would not relinquish for 
the rest of the game. Freshman sensa­
tion Jenese Wilcox followed this up with 
a fifteen footer of her own, and when se­
nior Dani Trippany put back a PC miss, 
the Lady Friars were on there way. With
just under eight minutes left in the con­
test, senior Jen Gombotz and junior 
Chrissy Vozab hit back-to-back threes 
which put Providence ahead by 13 and 
all but ended the Pirate’s season.
Roberts, who continued her solid all- 
around play with 14 points, five re­
bounds, and four blocked shots, led the 
Friars. PC featured a balanced attack, as 
three other players scored in double fig­
ures. Wilcox shot 7-9 from the floor for 
14 points and freshman Kristin Quinn 
scored 14 points, grabbed seven re­
bounds, and tossed out six assists in forty 
minutes of action. Gombotz rounded out 
the double figure scorers with 12 points. 
With the win, Providence was paired up 
with the number three seed in the tour­
nament and the number nine team in the 
country, Rutgers.
Anyone who has followed PC this year 
will remember the home game against 
Rutgers in early January which served as 
a pivotal point in the Lady Friars season. 
Up five with a little over a minute to play, 
Providence was unable to put Rutgers 
away, eventually losing in overtime. The 
loss sent Providence into a tailspin, as 
they went on to lose eight of their next 
ten games, including a 97-68 drubbing at 
Rutgers. Who knows how a win over a 
nationally ranked opponent would have 
changed the remainder of PC’s season? 
The Big East Tournament is not about 
looking back; rather it is about looking 
ahead, and Providence appeared as though 
they had been looking forward to this 
game for some time.
Rutgers opened up a twenty point ad­
vantage with about 12:30 left in the game, 
but in this game, like the Friars season, 
the 2000-01 Basketball team was not go­
ing out without a fight. PC used consecu­
tive three-pointers by Vozab, Roberts, and 
sophomore Brooke Freeburg to pull 
within eight at 59-51. The Scarlet Knights 
shot only 27 percent for the half, while 
committing 10 turnovers, yet hit six of 
six free throws late in the game to ensure 
themselves a spot in the next round of the 
tourney. Vozab led the way with 16 
points, and Wilcox added 13 points and 
11 boards. Like they had all season, PC 
kept fighting when everyone expected 
them to give up.
The loss of the four seniors will hurt 
this squad, as two 1,000 point scorers 
leave PC with big holes, yet there is a lot 
to be excited about for next season. 
Freshmen Kristin Quinn and Jenese 
Wilcox proved that they could not only 
compete in the Big East, but that they 
could excel. With Quinn running the 
point and Vozab holding down the two 
guard spot, PC looks to have one of the 
toughest and more efficient backcourts in 
the Big East. “Hopefully we’ve turned the
comer (with the late-season run).” In ad­
dition, Jabir has recruited a class that had 
been ranked in the top twenty nationally 
in several magazines. Jabir has stated that 
he wants his teams to be more athletic, 
and hence, he has recruited student-ath­
letes who should bring that to the table 
next year, “We have five new kids and a 
transfer coming in next year. It is the most 
athletic class we’ve had at Providence and 
we will have to see how that translates oh 
the floor. Moreso than the new players 
we are excited about the new attitude and 
confidence we’ve found.” It may be ask­
ing a lot out of these new players to con­
tribute right away, yet Quinn and Wilcox 
have proven that first year players can 
make a difference,
new season
by Philippe Carson ’04
Sports Staff
Last Thursday, the Women’s Tennis 
team faced what seemed to be a Brown 
team with a mediocre record. All the 
chips seemed to be in place for the squad 
to improve to 9-1 overall; however they 
had to contend with what ultimately 
proved to be a tough Brown opponent. 
The Lady Friars suffered only their sec­
ond loss of the whole year, as they 
dropped the match to Brown by a score 
of 7-0. This loss comes right after a 
very successful and 
confidence building trip 
down to Florida over 
the Spring Break where 
the Lady Friars beat two 
out of the three teams 
they played. The team 
defeated Kenyon Col­
lege and Siena College 
and gained confidence 
by playing very well 
against a tough James 
Madison University.
“We played very well over Spring 
Break. We beat Kenyon College and 
Sienna College. We also dug our nails 
into the backs of James Madison and 
gave them a very good match,” said 
sophomore Katie Viola.
Playing well for the team was senior 
and team captain Allison Carton, who 
was one of the few bright spots in the 
Brown match. Carton managed to take 
her opponent into extra sets but came 
up a little to short, as she lost despite a 
great effort to her opponent, 7-6.
“Personally I played pretty well. It 
was a long and grueling match but it was 
fun,” said Carton. The rest of the team 
did not fare as well. Junior Brooke 
Signing off...
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event I attended, which was the 
Basketball team’s recent contest versus 
Boston College. Both games were 
enjoyable to watch, because they were 
so huge.
Back in 1999,1 realized my standing 
on the staff and accepted the fact that I 
was the new, young guy, who received 
the lesser-attended sports to cover. 
Behind Coach Nichols, the Volleyball 
team turned heads right away and threw 
themselves into a desperate quest to 
become ranked and make the 
tournament. After interviewing some 
of the players and speaking to the coach, 
I was beginning to understand how 
crucial sport was to their lives. It wasn’t 
everything, but it was a facet that they 
all enjoyed. I was now very excited each 
week to write my article. I wanted to 
do my best, and put the same efforts into 
reporting, as the players were putting 
into practice. As the season carried on, 
I attended more and more games, and 
developed a personal rapport with each 
member of the team. By the end of the 
season, I was just dying to hear about 
how they did when on the road. I would 
demand results, and sport now became 
a facet of my life as well. No longer 
was I just a fan, I wanted to forward the 
excitement to the PC community, via my 
articles.
Hockey, Volleyball, Women’s 
Basketball. I tried my hand in each sport 
and found that each coach and player 
had similar personality traits. They were 
very grateful for the press and very 
driven to rise above the competition. 
Rubin and junior Gina Vlasek were the 
only other players to win sets in their 
singles matches. Coach Carl LaBranche 
summed up his teams performance by 
saying, “We did not play well. We sim­
ply did not play up to the level that we 
are capable of. Last week in Florida, we 
beat some good tennis teams, but against 
Brown we did not play good tennis.”
In the doubles section of the match, 
things did not get much better. The first 
team of Rubin and Carton lost their match 
8-3. The second and third teams consist­
ing of Vlasek and sophomore Courtney 
Maloy and junior Katie 
Lafayette and freshman 
Eleana Stayer unfortu­
nately could not pick up 
any lost ground, as they 
also were defeated.
“We did not play up 
to our potential. The 
Brown team that we 
played we could have 
definitely beaten. We 
also probabably went 
into the Brown match 
with a little too much confidence,” said 
Stayer
The team's next matches will be Fri­
day and Saturday, March 23rd and 24lh at 
West Point N.Y. where they will take on 
the Rams of Fordham University, Army, 
and the Temple University Owls. The 
team is looking forward to these three 
matches and expectations are high as they 
hope to win at least two out of three.
“We can beat Army and Fordham, but 
Temple will be a tougher opponent be­
cause they have three very good singles 
players. We are looking for at least two 
quality wins which will give us confi­
dence going into Big East play,” said 
Carton.
And they loved every second of it. For 
athletes, the satisfaction is not in winning, 
not in losing, but in participating. No 
matter what goals a coach describes or 
any accolade a player wishes to reach. 
The process of winning, is the fun part 
of sport, not the product or the trophy. 
That is why coaches come back year after 
year, to try and win. To put their best 
foot forward and enjoy the achievements 
of their players.
The years would go on, and I would 
find myself entangled in all sorts of 
different situations, Title IX, an NCAA 
Tournament appearance, one of our 
greatest coaches (Jackie Barto’s) 
departure, and an NCAA Individual 
Cross Country Champion (Keith Kelly). 
To say the least, it has been an 
exhilarating ride, one that has included 
many twists. Yet, no matter how many 
turns this ride had in store, sport, on a 
collegiate level, has not, and will not, 
change. No matter what the result would 
be of the game, failure and success are 
both met with a handshake and a “good 
game” after the final whistle has sounded 
or the final point has been scored. After 
years of writing about sport, it is through 
the teams on campus that 1 learned what 
it really meant.
I would like to thank those who took 
the time to read the Sports section of The 
Cowl through the years and have taken 
the time to support the players at the 
games.
It has been fun, and that is how it is 
supposed to be.
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In the spotlight...
Senior hockey co-captains Jay Leach and Matt Libby
by Meaghan Donah ’03
Sports Staff
As the Providence College Men’s 
Hockey team heads west for the 
pinnacle point of their season, two 
players are sitting on top of the world. 
Senior co-captains Matt Libby and Jay 
Leach are culminating their college 
hockey careers with success, individual 
accomplishment, and pride.
As the season began, the two 
defensemen were chosen to lead a team 
that was picked to finish sixth in Hockey 
East this season. Both seniors took on 
the task of bouncing back from last 
year’s 18-18-2 record and leading their 
team to post-season play.
“Every hockey player has individual 
goals. We certainly encouraged our 
team members to have their own goals,” 
Leach remarked.
“The sixth pick was more motivation 
than anything else. We set our team goal 
to be number one in the league. We were 
looking to earn respect as a good team 
in the Hockey East,” added Libby.
The captains seemed to finish each 
other’s sentences. Each knew what the 
other would say next. Perhaps this can 
be attributed to four years on the blue 
line together.
“We work well together. We were 
never competitive, but always good 
friends. We balance each other out and 
are a happy medium. We’ve lived on 
the same hallway, or in the same 
apartment for four years,” said Leach 
of his off-ice relationship with Libby.
While both players are of the same 
stature and may know what is on the 
other’s mind, it is their polar opposite 
personalities that mesh to form the 
dynamics of their effective leadership.
“Both captains bring something to the 
table. Leacho is more laid back, while 
Libby brings something to our attentions 
and changes it to make things better. 
They are the best captains I’ve ever had. 
They add insight to the coaches and the
coaches listen to what they nave to say, 
contributed sophomore forward Devin 
Rask.
Libby was named to the All-Hockey 
East Second Team this season, and he 
is also the second-highest scoring 
defenseman in Hockey East this season. 
While Leach admits that it can be 
tough at times to get the team going 
because both captains man the blueline 
and are not always in the play his 
counterpart offers a different spin on the 
situation.
“If we were forward, we’d have more 
opportunity to make an offensive play 
and get the team up in that way. 
However, overall it’s not a big difference 
because we all communicate and we’ve 
had some senior forwards step up this 
season and lead from that end of the ice,” 
remarked Libby, a Saco, Maine native.
The captains worked hard together to 
formulate new and creative ways to 
motivate their teammates this year.
Many practices were implemented and 
turned into rituals.
The players’ favorite pre-game ritual 
that began this season is called “last 
song.” The team selected several songs 
as a pre-game warm-up in the locker 
room. The last song would be played 
last again next game if the Friars 
captured a win that night.
Call it superstition, or what you will, 
it is the leadership of two dedicated team 
members shining through to help gain 
success for Providence in whatever way 
necessary.
The success of the Friars this season 
certainly bears personal gratification for 
the two workhorses. However, as Leach 
confirmed, “It’s always about the team, 
that is where the true gratification comes 
from. We love being with these guys.”
When asked how they would 
approach Saturday’s NCAA tournament 
game against the University of 
Wisconsin, Libby calmly responded, 
“We are excited to leave. The traveling 
won’t bother us. We are the underdogs 
in everyone’s eyes but our own and that 
is where we want to be. This NCAA 
opportunity is great for the school and 
the program, we are all excited and ready 
to go.”
With such optimism and support it is 
easy to see how the Friars have been 
successful. Both Management majors 
have exciting and promising plans for 
the future.
The 6’4' Leach has been drafted by 
the Phoenix Coyotes and will hopefully 
sign a contract to play in Springfield, 
Massachusetts and eventually in 
Phoenix.
Meanwhile, Libby, a 6’ 1" free agent 
who has received recent exposure 
because of his standout season will be 
looking into contract offers and try-out 
opportunities.
The success of the Friars this season 
no doubt must be attributed in large part 
to the example set by Leach and Libby. 
The two co-captains have in their own 
unique ways molded a young Providence 
team into a national contender. As the 
Friars get set to embark on the journey 
to Albany, New York one thing is for 
certain, the Friars are willing and ready.
Men’s Hockey eyes Frozen Four
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these past four years and play with the 
coaches. It is something special that we 
have experienced here our last four 
years and we want to go out on top,” 
said Senior co-captain Matt Libby.
Saturday’s game will be the 12,h 
meeting all-time between the two 
schools with the Badgers holding an 8- 
3 advantage. That said this is a new 
season and the Friars have proven they 
can play with anybody in the country.
“I think in scouting them they are a 
team we match up really well against. 
They are big and they like to cycle the 
puck. I think we can take advantage of 
them with our speed. I think our depth 
is a little bit better than they are skill 
wise. Our power play and penalty 
killing percentage wise is better so I 
think we match up real well,” explained 
Pooley.
One key matchup in the Badger - 
Friar showdown will no doubt be 
between snipers Devin Rask of 
Providence and Dany Heatly of 
Wisconsin. Rask, who was named to 
the All-Hockey East first team has 
tallied a total of 51 points with 23 goals 
and 28 assists to lead the Friars. Heatly 
also netted 23 goals for Wisconsin while 
adding 31 assists. The difficult task of 
stopping Heatly will fall to the Friars 
defensive corps which will be 
backstopped by sophomore goalie 
Nolan Schaefer. Schaefer explained that 
getting off to a good start early in the 
game will be a key against any team the 
Friars play in the tourney. “[Getting off 
to a good start] is a big part of the 
game.. .You want to do the best you can 
to support your team and try to stop as 
many of the pucks as you can.”
This year’s Friar’s Hockey team 
deserves to be where they are after 
having posted an impressive 22-12-5 
record. Their third place finish in 
Hockey East in the regular season is the 
best in Providence’s history. As the 
Friars get set to begin their trek towards 
Albany, NY, they understand what is at 
stake.
“With this tournament its win—your 
in, lose—you go home....I like our 
chances....We are going to come out on 
Saturday afternoon with just a lot of fire. 
We have nothing to lose and everything 
to gain. Nobody is going to be scared 
going in there. Everybody is going to be 
excited and ready to play,” said senior 
co-captain Jay Leach.
Last weekend the Friars began their 
march towards the Frozen Four as they 
took to the FleetCenter ice with their 
backs against the wall in the Hockey East 
playoffs. Needing a win in their semifinal 
game against the University of Maine in 
order to secure a berth in the NCAA 
tournament, the Friars came up with a 
thrilling 4-3 come from behind victory. 
Saturday night proved to be a different 
story as the Friars ran into the high flying 
Boston College Eagles in the 
Championship game and fell by a score 
of 5-3.
The Friars performance against Maine 
was truly inspiring, as they rallied from 
behind on three different occasions until 
freshman Stephen Wood scored the game 
winner at 8:27 of the third period. The 
Sudbury, Massachusetts native collected 
a deflected Libby shot, alertly walked in 
toward the net and fired a wrist shot over 
Maine goalie Matt Yeats.
Wood’s goal was the highlight of what 
was a dominating third period effort by 
the Friars. Providence held Maine to only 
four shots in the period thanks to an 
excellent fore-checking attack. Schaefer 
finished the game with 20 saves for PC.
“I saw it in the guys’ eyes that once 
we started playing well and we got the 
lead, that it was our hockey game..... We
did a tremendous job. We just worked, 
worked, worked. I’m very, very proud 
of the effort of our guys. It’s been that 
way all year. You couldn’t ask for a 
better group of hockey players and 
people as well,” said Pooley.
The Friars appeared a little nervous 
in the opening period of. play and found 
themselves trailing at the end of one 
period as Tom Reimann let his presence 
be known scoring twice. Reimann’s 
goals were sandwiched around a Jon 
DiSalvatore goal for Providence.
“I think we got a lot stronger as the 
game went on. We thought in the locker 
room that we were wearing them 
down...we definitely wanted to come 
out tonight and make a statement, said 
Libby.
Peter Fregoe, who was a force up 
front all game long for PC, evened the 
score at 2-2 at 8:23 of the second period. 
Freshman Regan Kelly’s blast from the 
right point missed wide but Fregoe came 
charging and uncorked a blast off the 
carom that found the back of the net.
“We have a lot of character in that 
locker room and we work harder than 
any team. Tonight we outworked 
[Maine]. If you look at the shots [in the 
second and third period] we outshot them 
two to one over those two periods. That 
was a result of hard work and 
determination,” explained junior Peter 
Fregoe.
Again Maine had the answer just over 
a minute later as Todd Jackson made a 
sensational pass while falling to the ice 
to Robert Liscak who deposited the puck 
into the empty net. Providence again 
responded as Devin Rask was the 
beneficiary of some pretty passing by his 
linemates Fregoe and freshman Cody 
Loughlean. Fregoe made a nice pass 
down low to Loughlean who slid it 
across to a cutting Rask who calmly 
flipped the puck over Yeats’ pad to tie 
the game at 3-3 with just over a minute 
remaining in the second period. That’s 
the way the game stayed until Wood’s 
heroics in the third.
“This is a big win for our program, 
probably the biggest win in our program 
in a long long time. It gives us belief 
and confidence, summed up Pooley.
After the emotional win on Friday, 
Providence turned its attention to the 
Hockey East regular season Champion 
Boston College. The Eagles showed 
why they are deserving of the top seed 
in the East region of the NCAA 
tournament as they defeated Providence 
5-3.
The Friars hung around with the 
explosive Eagles until the very end, 
thanks in large part to Schaefer who 
stopped a career high 42 shots in the loss.
Providence jumped out in front just 
over two minutes into the game as junior 
Drew Omicioli returned from a shoulder 
injury and banged home a rebound of 
freshman Peter Zingoni’s shot.
The Eagles responded as Mike 
Lephart scored a pretty shorthanded goal 
with 5:26 remaining in the period. The 
goal proved to be a momentum turner as 
it sparked the Eagle offense as they 
scored two more goals before the end of 
the period.
The Eagles increased their lead to 4- 
1 as Tony Voce scored his second goal 
of the game at the 13:37 mark of the 
second period on the power play. 
Providence, like the night before, 
responded after a timeout as sophomore 
Mike Lucci lit the lamp 28 seconds later. 
Adam Lee brought Providence to within 
one as he walked out in front and beat 
BC goalie Scott Clemmensen with a low 
shot.
That was as close as Providence 
would come however, as pesky Eagle 
captain Brian Gionta put the game out 
of reach scoring with under five minutes 
left in regulation.
The Friars will now look to get back 
in the win column against the Badgers, 
and if successful then against top seeded 
Michigan State.
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Women’s Hockey bows out
by Virginia Cheng’03
Sports Staff
For the second straight season, the 
Providence College Women’s Ice 
Hockey team saw its season come to a 
heartbreaking end with another 
quarterfinal playoff loss in overtime.
“For the second time in a row to lose 
to a final four team in overtime, it’s hard 
to take,” said head coach Bob Deraney. 
“I’m happy with the 
players, but I’m not 
satisfied, and I know 
they aren’t either with 
bowing out in the 
playoffs.”
The seventh- 
seeded Lady Friars 
proved to be an 
extremely tough 
match-up for the 
second-seeded 
Harvard Crimson, 
who had defeated PC 
twice already in the 
regular season. 
Harvard scored the 
first goal of the game 
late in the first period 
after almost 18 
minutes of showering 
freshman goaltender 
Amy Quinlan with 
shots. The Crimson 
came out agg-ressively, as they recorded 
15 shots on goal in the period while the 
Lady Friars only managed to get off six 
shots.
“Both teams came out very fast and 
very confident,” said Deraney. “I 
thought it was a very evenly played first 
period. They had their chances, we had 
our chances.
by Jen Watson ’03
Sports Staff
PC tied the game early in the second 
period. At the 3:38 mark, sophomore 
Jennifer Butsch connected on a pass from 
freshman Meredith Roth during a power 
play advantage. Harvard came back with 
its own power play goal at the 12:55 mark 
and then hit PC again 2:35 later to go up 
3-1. The Lady Friars answered right away 
with a goal at the 16:12 mark by senior 
Jessica Tabb. Junior Kim Mathias and 
senior Valerie Bono had assists on the play.
Cowl file photo *------------- — -------&-----------
Kim Mathias 02 and her Lady Friar teammates’ season came played a very good game.” 
to an end as they fell to Harvard in the ECAC quarterfinals. In order to make the playoffs 
the previous week, the Lady Friars faced 
a “must-win” situation against Boston 
College.
The game started off poorly as BC 
took the early lead with a goal at the 2:18 
mark of the first period. PC came back 
at the end of the period, as junior Jackie 
Tamsin tied the game with just over two 
minutes remaining. Tabb and Stephenson 
had assists on the play.
“I really felt good at that point,” said 
Deraney. “With our full team back, we 
had the depth to wear Harvard down. I 
think it might have been one of our best 
efforts of the year. It was nice to have 
everyone back. For the first time since 
January 8, we had a full team.”
Down by only one goal, the Lady 
Friars came out and played a very 
determined and inspired third period. 
Even though they were only limited to 
three shots on goal during the period 
compared to Harvard’s ten, they made 
one of those shots count. Taking 
advantage of a power play, Mathias 
connected to tie the game on a pass from 
freshman Darlene Stephenson at the 
12:38 mark, sending the game into 
overtime.
Harvard took control of the overtime 
period, scoring on their second 
shot at the 5:03 mark to eliminate 
PC from the playoffs. Overall, 
Quinlan faced 42 shots on goal 
while her counterpart on Harvard 
only had to deal with 14. Quinlan 
registered a season-high 38 saves. 
“We’d force our opponents 
into more mistakes than we’d 
make, and usually the team that 
makes the least amount of 
mistakes wins,” said Deraney. 
“But they capitalized more often 
on our mistakes than we did on 
mistakes we caused them to make, 
and you can’t win games like that. 
That’s what hap-pened against 
Har-vard. We played a very solid 
and disciplined game but when we 
made mistakes, they ended in the 
back of our net and that in no way 
reflected on our goalie. Quinlan 
cross the tape
“Kelly ran a great race against a 
world-class field,” said Assistant Coach 
Nick Jackson. “It was an exceptional 
win for him and should help him in the 
World Cross Country Championships.” 
Overall, the Black and White finished 
the competition with a five-way tie for 
38th place out of 55 teams, scoring six 
points.
The first of the three competitions 
took place on Saturday, March 3rd at the
Over the past few weeks, while the 
rest of PC was on spring break, the Fri­
ars worked hard competing in various 
championships. They wrapped up the 
2000-2001 season with the 1C4A, 2001 
NCAA, and ECAC Indoor Track and 
Field Competitions. On Friday, March 
9, the Providence College Men and 
Women’s Track season came to a close, Reggie Lewis Track and Athletic Cen­
ter in Boston. The Men’s team traveled 
to Massachusetts to compete in the IC4A 
Indoor Track and Field Competition. The 
Friars finished well, placing sixteen out 
of 48 teams.
Senior Paul Reilly ran to a first place 
finish for the 3,000-meter race. He fin­
ished fourth Overall with a time of 
8:19.97 for the preliminary rounds to 
qualify for the race. Placing second in 
his heat, he went out to finish the race 
with a time of 8:21.42. Reilly’s team 
mate, sophomore Adam Sutton, was also 
a top finisher for Providence. His time 
of 14:16.73 in the 5,000 meter-race 
earned him a fourth place finish.
The Women’s team also traveled to 
Boston on Saturday to compete in the 
ECAC Women’s Indoor Track and Field 
Championship. The Lady Friars did not 
fair as well, finishing 31 out of 46 com­
peting teams.
Standing out for the Friars was 
sophomore Roisin McGettigan. She fin­
ished the preliminary races for the one- 
mile race in a time of 4:46. 90. Placing 
second in her respective heat, she con­
tinued on to finish in third place for the 
race. Her time was 4:49.90.
The Friars now rest for a couple of 
weeks before heading into the Spring 
Track season.
capping off a successful winter and an­
other classic Providence track season.
Like the story has been all year, Keith 
Kelly stole the show again, on the track 
and off.
Kelly was selected as a Big East/
Aerpostale Scholar Athlete. Announced 
February 28th, sponsor Aerpostale and 
the Big East will grant Kelly $2,000 to 
be put toward graduate studies. Kelly 
was honored due to his contributions as 
a cross-country and track and field 
standout. He is a three time All-Ameri 
can as well as the 2001 NCAA cross 
country individual champion.
The Friars competed in the 2001 
Division I Men’s NCAA Indoor Track 
and Field Championship on Friday, 
March 9. The Championship, which was 
held in Fayetteville, Arkansas at the 
University of Arkansas’s Randal Tyson 
Track Center, featured schools from all 
across the country.
In the 5,000-meter race, senior Keith 
Kelly finished in third place with a time 
of 13:50.44. The third place finish 
earned Kelly All-American honors for 
the fourth time. The Providence senior 
finished behind William and Mary’s se 
nior Matthew Lane and sophomore 
David Kimani from Alabama, the win 
ner of the event.
After a scoreless second period, the 
Lady Friars took control of the game. 
Stephenson gave PC the lead, as she 
connected on a pass from Tabb at the 7:44 
mark of the final period. Mathias added 
an insurance goal at the 10:59 mark, 
assisted by junior Angela Hill and Tabb. 
Bono put the icing on the win with just 
39 seconds remaining, and Tabb 
registered her fourth assist of the game 
on the play.
“I thought the first period was one of 
the worst periods of the season,” said 
Deraney. “We were lethargic, very 
uninspired in a game that we needed to 
win to get into the playoffs. After the 
first period, Jessica Tabb and the seniors 
got up and rallied the troops.”
The reason why the Lady Friars were 
so sluggish was that they were severely 
undermanned and, as a result, extremely 
tired. With only 14 players in the lineup 
and one line short, the remaining Friars 
had their work cut out for them. Still, 
the season was not a complete loss despite 
the injuries.
“Whenever you win 18 games, you 
would think you would feel good about 
it, but I think we were very inconsistent,” 
said Deraney. “We were a very young 
team and that leads to inconsistency. We 
let some games slip away that we should 
have won, but I’m very proud of this team 
because we dealt with a great amount of 
adversity. At one point, we only had 13 
skaters; it was our platoon against their 
army.”
The Lady Friars finished off the 
season with an overall record of 18-14- 
3,10-12-3 in the ECAC. With a relatively 
young team and many talented recruits 
and prospects waiting in the wings, 
Deraney is confident that next season will 
be even better.
PC Sports
Signing
Well, The Cowl year, which 
runs anything but parallel to the 
school year, has come to a close. 
That does not mean that the 
paper will not come out for the 
remainder of the year. It means 
that the new staff will take over 
their res-
p e c t i v e John 
sections, and 
the grad- 
u a t i n g 
seniors will 
aid the new 
staff for the 
rest of the 
year to prepare them for their 
own terms next year.
As for myself, I am writing 
my last Off The Bench column, 
the signing off article that I have 
dreaded for so long. For the past 
two years, I have edited this 
column for my predecessors, 
grateful that it wasn’t my name 
on the Off the Bench by-line.
Oh well. All good things 
come to an end and that includes 
participation in the sports 
environment at a Big East 
school. Of course, you the 
reader, are not immune to the 
feelings. How about when you 
pass Glay Field at 8:30 in the 
morning and spot the soccer 
team scrimmaging during a 
rainy Tuesday morning. 
Granted, the athletes are in love 
with their sports, but that does 
not particularly mean they do 
not spend countless hours 
hammering away on the field, 
trying to nail down their 
technicalities.
Sport.
For the past three years, I 
have become enveloped in it. 
Once recruited by The Cowl, I 
was ecstatic, imagining sitting 
courtside at huge 
Championships and speaking to 
big name coaches about games 
that the whole campus was a 
little bit nervous over.
My first beat, or assignment, 
was volleyball, and honestly, I 
thought, "Damn.” I had never 
played the sport competitively 
and was unsure of some of the 
rules. I attended the first match 
of the year and got my first 
sense of what collegiate 
athletics were all about. No 
longer were sports about the 
statistics and doing your job. 
There were emotions now. 
These players had so much 
riding on their shoulders - their 
teammates, their coaches, their 
parents (who sat next to me at 
the games), the entire school, 
themselves, and the sport in 
general. That first volleyball 
game held in Alumni Court, 
with an attendance of maybe 
thirty, was much like the last
Battle in the Bayou
by R.J. Friedman ’03
Asst. Sports Editor
It was only a few weeks 
ago that the Providence 
College Men’s Basketball 
team seemed indestruc­
tible, destined to ride a 
high-flying shooting attack 
and a ferocious defense 
through the Big East and 
NCAA Championship 
Tournaments.
Instead, the Friars find 
themselves on the outside 
looking in, a result of go­
ing one and out in both 
tournaments - ending a 
season that, although it will 
be remembered for many 
years to come, ended too 
soon.
The Friar’s season came 
to an end this past week 
end in New Orleans, Loui­
siana, in the First Round of 
the NCAA Championship 
South Regional, losing to 
the Penn State Nittany Li­
ons, 69-59. In a battle of 
two teams, who were in 
many ways mirror images 
of each other, the Friars fell 
victim to characteristics 
                                     that they themselves pos-
Joe Crispin, Penn State’s most dominating player, congratulates sessed and had used 
John Linehan on a well played game. The Nittany Lions ended the throughout the season to 
Friars magical season as they defeated Providence 69-59. defeat opposing teams.
The Friars had success from 
beyond the arc all season, but 
this time it was PSU that lit up 
the scoreboard from behind the 
three-point line, as they hit nine 
three-pointers in the game, in­
cluding a 6-for-l 1 performance 
by the Nittany Lions in the first 
half. PC had held its opponents 
to 29.4 percent shooting from 
three-point range throughout 
the season; PSU hit 42.1 percent 
of the time.
Instead of the Friars’ defense 
terrorizing their opponents’ of­
fense, it was Penn State that 
caused the Friars problems, uti­
lizing a match-up zone defense 
that both Boston College and 
Syracuse had used in the previ­
ous weeks to take the fire out 
of the Friars’ offense. By ex­
tending the zone defense to the 
perimeter, the Nittany Lions 
shut down PC’s long range 
shooting and held the Friars to 
just 3-of-14 from three point 
range, its second lowest per­
centage (21.4) of the season.
“Late in the year, the games 
get tougher and the defense 
steps up,” Head Coach Tim 
Welsh said. “Tonight their 
match-up zone gave us some 
problems. We didn’t get a lot of 
clean looks. We weren’t able to
Signing off, page 35
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Friars make the grade
by Matt Young ’01
Asst. Sports Editor
After completing a regular 
season that exceeded so many 
people’s expectations, the 
Providence College Men’s 
Hockey team received the 
accolade they desired all along 
on Sunday evening, as they 
were awarded an at-large bid to 
the NCAA Ice Hockey 
Tournament. The Friars seeded 
fifth (out of six teams) in the 
West Region will face off 
against the fourth seeded 
Wisconsin Badgers on Saturday 
at 2:00 p.m.
“We are excited to be in the 
tournament. I told the guys last 
night when we got back from 
the Hockey East Tournament 
that we are not just in the 
NCAA’s to be a participant. We 
would love to have the 
opportunity to play Michigan 
State and have a chance to go 
to the Frozen Four. It is the 
team that gets hot at the right 
time that keeps playing,” 
commented Head Coach Paul 
Pooley.
The Friars no doubt will 
need to bring their A game when 
they travel out to Grand Rapids,
photo courtesy of Veritas/Dan Nova,
Sophomore Doug Wright and freshman John Luszcz wait for the puck to drop at the Fleet- 
Center. PC returns to the NCAA Tournament for the first time since the 1995-96 season.
Michigan to participate in the 
NCAA Tournament for the 
eighth time ever and first since 
the 1995-96 season. As it stands 
now, there is no tomorrow if you 
lose, and for the seniors on the
Friar squad the message is clear: 
They are not ready to end their 
season.
“We have accomplished a lot 
of our goals so far this year. We 
want to keep going, and we
want to win a championship. 
That’s why we are here...It is 
our last chance to play with 
some of our best friends over
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